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Chidambaram sent to Tihar jail 
till Sept. 19 in INX Media case 

Former Minister, son get anticipatory bail in Aircel-Maxis money laundering case 



In custody: P. Chidambaram being taken to Tihar jail in 
New Delhi on Thursday. ■ pti 


SC allows Iltija Mufti to meet 
her mother Mehbooba 

‘Move local authorities for permission to go around in J&IC 



Batala blast a result of 
multiple lapses: official 


BATALA 

The Batala firecracker factory 
incident, that has not just left 
the family members of the 
victims but also local 
residents furious, was a result 
of "multiple lapses", 
officials have said. 

NORTH ►PAGE 5 


Kashmiri youth beaten 
by mob in Neemrana 

JAIPUR 

A Kashmiri youth studying in 
an aeronautical engineering 
college was tied to an electric 
pole and allegedly beaten up 
by a mob in Neemrana town 
of Rajasthan's Alwar district 
on Wednesday night. The 
mob claimed that the youth, 
dressed in a woman’s clothes, 
was looking suspicious. 

NORTH ►PAGE 5 


IGlAto try facial 
recognition entry 

NEW DELHI 

Starting today, a mere facial 
scan will allow Vistara 
passengers to zip through 
Delhi’s Indira Gandhi 
International (IGI) Airport, 
which has commenced a 
three-month trial for 
paperless travel. Passengers 
need to follow some simple 
steps to experience this 
futuristic way of travelling. 
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NIRNIMESH KUMAR 

NEW DELHI 

A Delhi court on Thursday 
sent former Union Home Mi¬ 
nister P. Chidambaram to 
custody in Tihar jail in the 
INX Media case, even as 
another court granted antici¬ 
patory bail to him and his 
son Karti in the Aircel-Maxis 
money laundering case. 

Special judge Ajay Kumar 
Kuhar said: “Having consi¬ 
dered all the facts and cir¬ 
cumstances of the case, the 
nature of offences and the 
stage of investigation, which 
is still in progress, the ac¬ 
cused is remanded in judi¬ 
cial custody till September 
19.” 

“I am only worried about 
the economy,” Mr. Chidam¬ 
baram commented, when a 
reporter asked him if he had 
anything to say after the 
court ordered his judicial 
custody. 

Earlier, the CBI produced 
him before the court and 
urged it to send him to judi¬ 
cial custody, submitting that 
he was an influential person 
in public life and wielded 
substantial and pervasive in¬ 
fluence over witnesses, hav¬ 
ing the potential to tamper 
with evidence. 

Opposing the prosecution 
plea, Kapil Sibal, counsel for 
Mr. Chidambaram, argued 
that the CBI had not brought 
anything on record to even 
suggest that his client had ev¬ 


er tried to influence the wit¬ 
nesses or interfere in the 
investigation. 

‘Ready to surrender’ 

Mr. Sibal further argued that 
his client was ready to sur¬ 
render to the Enforcement 
Directorate in the money 
laundering case since his ap¬ 
peal challenging the Delhi 
High Court order denying 
him protection from arrest 
had been dismissed. 

Mr. Chidambaram also 
filed an application in the 
court seeking permission to 
surrender in the money 
laundering case connected 
with the INX bribery case. 
The court sought the ED’s 
reply by September 12. 

Earlier, special judge O.P. 


Saini granted anticipatory 
bail to the father-son duo in 
the Aircel-Maxis money 
laundering case. “Consider¬ 
ing the distance of time bet¬ 
ween the commission of al¬ 
leged crime and the filing of 
the instant application, un¬ 
explained delay in investiga¬ 
tion, there being no possibil¬ 
ity of the accused tampering 
with the evidence or threa¬ 
tening any witness or fleeing 
from justice and there being 
no possibility of their com¬ 
mitting a similar crime 
again, I am satisfied that it is 
a fit case for grant of benefit 
of anticipatory bail,” he said. 

CONTINUED ON ►PAGE 12 
SC DENIES RELIEF TO 
CHIDAMBARAM ►PAGE 12 


A separate cell 
but no special 
facilities 

PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

P. Chidambaram, who was 
brought to Tihar Jail on 
Thursday evening, will get 
no special facilities, except a 
separate cell and a Western 
toilet as specified by the 
court, jail officials said. Like 
other inmates, he will have 
access to the library, and 
can watch television for a 
specified period. 

After the mandatory 
medical check-up, he was 
lodged in Jail No. 7, which 
houses those accused in 
Enforcement Directorate 
cases. His son Karti was kept 
in the same cell for 12 days 
in the same case last year. 

A jail official said food is 
served between 7 p.m. and 
8 p.m., but it is kept aside 
for those who arrive late 
owing to court procedures. 
The usual dinner menu is 
roti, dal, sabji and rice. 

Mr. Chidambaram will be 
lodged in the cell from 9 
p.m. to 6 a.m. Breakfast will 
be served between 7 a.m. 
and 8 a.m. He can drink 
water from a reverse 
osmosis plant or buy 
packaged water from the 
canteen. 


KRISHNADAS RAJ AG OPAL 

NEW DELHI 

The Supreme Court on 
Thursday allowed Iltija Mufti 
to meet her detained moth¬ 
er, former Jammu and Kash¬ 
mir Chief Minister Mehboo¬ 
ba Mufti, in Srinagar. 

But when she asked the 
court’s permission to move 
around in Jammu and Kash¬ 
mir, Chief Justice of India 
Ranjan (CJI) Gogoi orally re¬ 
marked, “Why do you want 
to move around? It is very 
cold in Srinagar.” However, 
the court later recorded that 
she could move the district 
authorities for permission to 
move around. 

The top judge did not pay 
heed to the government’s in¬ 
sistent pleas that Ms. Iltija 
Mufti had no business mov¬ 
ing the “august forum” of 
the Supreme Court. 

The Centre said she 
should have ideally gone to 
the local District Magistrate 
for permission to meet her 
mother. 

Ms. Mehbooba Mufti, PDP 
leader, has been under de¬ 
tention, along with several 
others, since August 5 in the 
backdrop of the dilution of 
provisions of Article 370, the 
ensuing curfew and bifurca¬ 
tion of the State into Union 
Territories. The Valley has 
been in a state of lockdown 
for the past month. 

Attorney General K.K. Ve- 
nugopal said Ms. Mehbooba 
Mufti’s mother and sister 
had met her after taking per- 


Tarigami held 
without order’ 

CPI(M) leader Sitaram 
Yechury informed the 
Supreme Court that the 
situation in Jammu and 
Kashmir was “contrary” to 
the government’s claims. 
With the court’s permission, 
he travelled to the State on 
August 29 to meet his party 
colleague M.Y. Tarigami. Mr. 
Tarigami told him that he 
was confined to his house 
for the past 25 days without 
any detention order. Mr. 
Yechury said he described 
his situation as a “de facto 
arrest.” ► page 13 


mission from the Magistrate. 
“Why should she [Ms. Iltija 
Mufti] come here now?” he 
asked. 

‘Ostensible purpose’ 

Solicitor General Tushar 
Mehta said there might be 
something more to Ms. Iltija 
Mufti’s appeal than the “os¬ 
tensible purpose” to meet 
her mother. But the CJI 
stopped him short, saying, 
“It is her privilege to move 
this forum... Are you going 
to prevent her from meeting 
her mother?” 

Ms. Iltija Mufti said she 
was not permitted to leave 
her house in Srinagar from 
August 5 to August 22 by the 
authorities. “There was a 


A spark can set 
off a blaze: MP 

By withdrawing Articles 370 
and 35A, the Centre has 
added to the volatile 
situation in Jammu and 
Kashmir, and with one 
spark, the blaze could 
spread, PDP Rajya Sabha 
member Nazir Ahmed 
Laway said. “Leaders who 
trust the Constitution have 
been put behind bars. Had 
the government detained 
the separatists, no one 
would have shed tears. Why 
arrest those who worked 
within the Constitution?” he 
asked, ►page 13 


chilling effect on my move¬ 
ment,” senior lawyer Nitya 
Ramakrishna for Ms. Iltija 
Mufti submitted. 

Finally, the court gave Ms. 
Iltija Mufti, who is now in 
Chennai, permission to re¬ 
turn to Srinagar at a time of 
her choice to meet her 
mother in private. 

The court recorded the 
government’s assurance that 
it would “not prevent” her 
from doing this. It further or¬ 
dered that CPI(M) leader 
M.Y. Tarigami be flown to 
Delhi from Srinagar for 
treatment at AIIMS. 

CONTINUED ON ►PAGE 12 
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Facing ^11,000 fine, man sets bike afire 


Romila Thapar declines to send CV to JNU 

Historian writes letter to the administration explaining what her status means 


Institute of 
Eminence 
tag for five 


PRISC ILLA JEBARAJ 

NEW DELHI 

Historian Romila Thapar has 
refused to submit her curri¬ 
culum vitae to the adminis¬ 
tration of Jawaharlal Nehru 
University (JNU), which says 
it is “reviewing” her position 
as Professor Emerita. Instead 
she has written a letter ex¬ 
plaining what her status 
means. 

“No, I don’t intend to send 
them my CV. They have con¬ 
tradicted themselves in the 
letter they sent to me. When 
the status was originally con¬ 
ferred, it was stated that this 
was a lifetime honour. They 
are going back on that, negat¬ 
ing what they originally 
wrote. They have changed 
the rules, and are applying 



Romila Thapar 


them retrospectively,” she 
said in a telephone interview 
on Wednesday. 

On July 12, JNU Registrar 
Pramod Kumar wrote to Pro¬ 
fessor Thapar asking her to 
provide her latest CV by Au¬ 
gust 16 so that a committee, 
appointed by the University’s 
Academic Council, could “as¬ 
sess [her] work and decide 
on [her] continuation as Pro¬ 


fessor Emeritus”. A similar 
letter was sent to 11 other 
Professors Emeritus, all of 
them distinguished scholars 
in their respective fields. 

Professor Thapar herself 
has been awarded the Kluge 
Prize, known as the Ameri¬ 
can Nobel, holds honorary 
doctorates from half a dozen 
of the world’s top universi¬ 
ties, and is the author of a 
slew of books on ancient In¬ 
dia, which have been re¬ 
quired reading for genera¬ 
tions of students. She taught 
at JNU for over two decades, 
helping to found the universi¬ 
ty’s Centre for Historical Stu¬ 
dies, and has been a Profes¬ 
sor Emerita since 1993. 

At 87, she is still actively in¬ 
volved in research, teaching 


and writing and was prepar¬ 
ing for a workshop even as 
much of the academic world 
exploded in outrage at her 
treatment by JNU. Her CV is 
available on the university’s 
website. “I sent them a letter 
explaining what was meant 
by a Professor Emeritus, for 
if they knew what it meant 
they would not be demand¬ 
ing my CV to re-evaluate my 
status,” said Professor Tha¬ 
par. “The university has not 
yet responded to me.” 

She pointed out that the 
position of Professor Emeri¬ 
tus is an honour given on the 
basis of work already done. 
“How can it be based on fu¬ 
ture expectation?” she asked. 

CONTINUED ON ►PAGE 12 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The Human Resource De¬ 
velopment Ministry has 
awarded the status of Insti¬ 
tute of Eminence to IIT-Ma- 
dras, IIT-Kharagpur, Delhi 
University, Banaras Hindu 
University and University 
of Hyderabad, said an offi¬ 
cial statement. 

Four private universities 
- Vellore Institute of Tech¬ 
nology, Amrita Vishwa Vi- 
dyapeetham, Jamia Ham- 
dard and Kalinga Institute 
of Industrial Technology - 
were issued Letters of In¬ 
tent to grant them the sta¬ 
tus. 

CONTINUED ON ►PAGE 12 


SAUR ABH TRIVEDI 

NEW DELHI 

Staring at a hefty fine for 
drunken driving under the 
amended Motor Vehicles Act 
that kicked in this month, a 
motorcyclist set ablaze his 
two-wheeler on Thursday, 
the police said. The man, Ra¬ 
kesh, was fined near Triveni 
Complex in Chirag Dilli. 

Traffic policemen busy en¬ 
forcing the new regulations 
stopped Rakesh, a resident of 


Sarvodaya Enclave, for driv¬ 
ing without a helmet. On put¬ 
ting him through a breatha¬ 
lyser test, he was found 
driving under the influence 
of alcohol - 200 mg per 100 
ml of blood - the police said. 
The permissible limit for 
drunk driving is 30 mg of al¬ 
cohol per 100 ml of blood. 

While his motorcycle was 
being impounded, Rakesh 
set fire to the fuel tank and 
soon the vehicle was en¬ 


gulfed in flames. He was ar¬ 
rested, the police said. 

“As per the amended Mo¬ 
tor Vehicles Act, he was chal- 
laned HO,000 for drunk driv¬ 
ing and H,000 for not 
wearing a helmet,” said a 
traffic police officer. 

Delhi Fire Service said it 
received a call around 2 p.m., 
but by the time its team 
reached the spot and doused 
the flames, the motorcycle 
was badly gutted. 


Hyderabad’s priceless map lies in neglect 

Officials promise steps to conserve it but nothing happens, says caretaker 



No protection: The map is made on a doth, with the Lines 
drawn with vegetabLe dyes. The colour is flaking off. 


India lends 
$1 billion for 
Russia’s Far East 

PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

VLADIVOSTOK 

India on Thursday an¬ 
nounced an “unprecedent¬ 
ed” $1 billion line of credit 
for the development of Rus¬ 
sia’s Far East, with Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
vowing that New Delhi 
would walk shoulder-to- 
shoulder with Moscow in its 
quest for the development 
of the resource-rich region. 

At the plenary session of 
the Fifth Eastern Economic 
Forum here, he said it was a 
“unique case” of India pro¬ 
viding such special credit 
line to another country. 
“For the development of 
the Far East, India will give 
a line of credit worth $1 bil¬ 
lion,” he said. 

RUSSIA FOR JOINT SUBMARINE 
DEVELOPMENT ►PAGE 13 

'ACT FAR EAST* POLICY ► PAGE 13 


SERIS H NANISETTI 

HYDERABAD 

It is easily Hyderabad’s 
biggest treasure. A 
sprawling 10 ft x 10 ft map of 
the walled city of 
Hyderabad dating from 1772. 
Nearly 250 years later, the 
map is slowly disappearing 
in one quiet corner of the 
city at Panjagutta. On the 
first floor of the Idara-e- 
Adabiyat Urdu in a damp 
airless room, without lights, 
is the big map stretched 
across a wall. Holding it 
together are four wooden 
slats, and a glass pane forms 
the only protection from the 
elements. It isn’t much of a 
protection as the dampness 
seeps inside. 

“We have a financial 
problem. Taking care of the 
map is beyond our budget. 


Our best protection is the 
glass sheet,” says Rafiuddin 
Quadri, who takes care of 
the institution started by his 
father Mohiuddin Qadri 
Zore. “We have scholars, 
government officials coming 
in and seeing the map, 
promising steps to conserve 


it but nothing happens. It is 
a cloth map with the lines 
drawn with vegetable dyes. 
The colour flakes off when it 
is touched. The cloth has 
become brittle,” says Mr. 
Quadri. 

The map, as well as a 
number of artefacts, was 


donated by Inayat Jung, a 
descendant of Mir Musa 
Khan known as Rukn Ud 
Dowla, the Prime Minister of 
Nizam II. The map was key 
to the decision to move the 
Asaf Jahi capital from 
Aurangabad to Hyderabad. 

The Hyderabad map 
predates the effort by 
Scottish soldier Colonel 
Colin Mackenzie of the East 
India Company, who 
created maps for the 
Nizam’s Dominions in 1780s. 
The maps were so useful for 
the East India Company 
during the Anglo-Mysore 
wars that he was made the 
Surveyor-General of India. A 
role which is largely 
forgotten as Mackenzie is 
remembered more for the 
manuscripts and oral 
histories he collected. 
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We want teaching to be the most 
sought-after profession, says CM 

Kejriwal honours 87 teachers for their efforts in changing education system 



Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal awards Anita Singal, a teacher 
of Government Sarvodaya Kanya Vidyalaya, on Thursday. 

■SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR 


IN BRIEF 


Passengers injured after 
falling from escalator 

NEW DELHI 

A couple of passengers 
sustained injuries after they 
fell down from an escalator 
at Mandi House metro station 
on Thursday, officials said. 
The incident took place at 
around 7.20 pm, they said. 
"Today at Mandi House metro 
station, 2-3 passengers fell 
down from an escalator, 
likely due to imbalance 
caused by one co-passenger," 
the DMRC said in a 
statement, pti 



Talk: Jeffrey Gettleman, South Asia 
Bureau Chief, New York Times will 
deliver a lecture that proposes to 
look at Africa through the geopolit¬ 
ics of Asia at Gulmohar Hall, India 
Habitat Centre (IHC), 7 p.m. 

Talk: Workshop on "Circular Eco¬ 
nomy in business: A Blueprint for 
action towards SDG-12" organised 
in collaboration with UN Global 
Compact Network India (UN GCNI). 
The event will feature seminars and 
lectures by various speakers at Aud¬ 
itorium, UNESCO House, 1, San Mar¬ 
tin Marg, 9.30 a.m. - 2.45 p.m. 
Music: Sitar recital by Shahana 
Banerjee, accompanied by Mithilesh 
Jha onthetabla at Amaltas Hall, IHC, 
7 p.m. 

Music: Hindustani vocal recital by 
Sawani Shende-Sathaye from Pune, 
accompanied by Vinod Lele on the 
tabla and Pt. Vinay Mishra on the 
harmonium at C.D. Deshmukh Audit¬ 
orium, India International Centre 
(IIC),6.30 p.m. 

Exhibition: A solo painting exhibi¬ 
tion by Ashok Baldodia at Conven¬ 
tion Centre Foyer, IHC, 11 a.m. - 7 
p.m. 

Exhibition: "Urban Dwellings", a 
solo show of paintings by V. Ra- 
makrishna at Triveni Gallery, Triveni 
Kala Sangam, 205, Tansen Marg, 11 
a.m.-8 p.m. 

Exhibition: "Colourful Dreams", 
seventh solo show of paintings by 
Mohi Jaya at All India Fine Arts & 
Craft Society (AIFACS), 1 Rafi Marg, 
11 a.m.-7 p.m. 

Screening: "Nabbie's Love", Japan¬ 
ese film screening with English sub¬ 
titles at The Japan Foundation, 5A 
Ring Road, Lajpat Nagar IV, 6.30 
p.m. 

(Mail your listings for this column at 
cityeditordelhifaffhehindu.co.in) 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

Chief Minister Arvind Kejri¬ 
wal and his Deputy Manish 
Sisodia felicitated and 
awarded 87 teachers in va¬ 
rious categories for their 
“selfless service and rigorous 
efforts in making qualitative 
changes in the education 
system in Delhi and shaping 
the future”, on the occasion 
of Teachers’ Day. 

Addressing a gathering of 
principals and teachers at 
Thyagaraj Stadium, Mr. Kej¬ 
riwal said, “Till 1830, before 
the introduction of British 
Education System, teaching 
was the most sought-after 
profession in India. The Del¬ 
hi government plans to re¬ 
vive that unique system in 
the Capital to ensure that the 
creamy layer of the society 
will take up the profession.” 

The CM said that the big¬ 
gest mission for the Delhi go¬ 
vernment was to fix govern¬ 
ment schools and that they 
have managed to do so only 
because of the support from 
teachers and principals. 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

A district consumer disputes 
redressal forum here has di¬ 
rected a city-based travel 
agency to compensate a se¬ 
nior citizen by paying over H 
lakh for failing to arrange air 
tickets to Las Vegas despite 
the complainant having paid 
a deposit amount of over 
^2.40 lakh. 

Observing that the 69- 
year-old man had to suffer 
mental agony for the defi¬ 
cient services on part of the 


“We have reached a point 
where government schools 
are just as good, if not better 
than private schools. We 
have transformed the entire 
environment of government 
schools,” Mr. Kejriwal said. 

Competitive edge 

He said that over the past 
year and a half, the govern¬ 
ment was working on pro¬ 
viding students with a com¬ 
petitive edge when it comes 


travel agency, the consumer 
panel observed, “The sole 
defence is that the complai¬ 
nant was not provided air 
tickets on time because 
there was a delay in making 
the balance payment by 
him... However, they did not 
bother to place on record 
even a single document to 
substantiate the alleged 
delay.” 

The directions came 
when Mussoorie resident 
Rajinder Parkash Gupta ap¬ 
proached the forum alleging 


to entrance examinations. 

“I realised that coaching 
for competitive exams today 
costs 11 lakh to H.5 lakh. 
Despite government schools 
becoming better, when it 
comes to competing with 
children from rich families 
with money to pay for ex¬ 
pensive coaching institutes, 
poor children often lag be¬ 
hind. To change this, we 
launched the free coaching 
scheme,” Mr. Kejriwal said. 


that the SOTC had “cheated” 
him by not delivering the 
services promised. 

“It is the complainant’s 
case that he made the pay¬ 
ment as and when demand¬ 
ed by the travel agency. If 
there was delay in making 
payment of the tour cost, 
they [agency] should have 
refused to accept the ba¬ 
lance payment and can¬ 
celled the tour of the com¬ 
plainant,” the consumer 
panel observed while noting 
the allegations made. 


We have reached a 
point where 
government schools 
are just as good, if 
not better than 
private schools 

ARVIND KEJRIWAL 
Chief Minister 

He added that the Jai 
Bhim Mukhymantri Pratibha 
Vikas Yojana had been suc¬ 
cessful in bridging the gap 
between rich and poor that 
it has been expanded to gen¬ 
eral and OBC categories as 
well. “If any child in Delhi 
wants to go to an IIT, then 
the lack of resources should 
never come in the way of 
them seizing that opportuni¬ 
ty,” said the Chief Minister. 

In his address, Mr. Sisodia 
said that the most important 
factor behind the revolution¬ 
ary ‘Delhi Education Model’ 
is taking the teachers and 
the principals into confi¬ 
dence, in order to improve 
the infrastructure and the 
learning environment in go¬ 
vernment schools. 

Ensure proper 
lighting in 
subways, 

FOBS: court 

STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

The Delhi High Court has 
directed authorities to en¬ 
sure adequate lighting in 
subways and police patroll¬ 
ing on foot overbridges in 
the Capital so that they are 
not misused by miscreants. 

A Bench of Chief Justice 
D.N. Patel and Justice C. Ha- 
ri Shankar said the authori¬ 
ties should create such con¬ 
ditions so that public at 
large can use them freely 
and without any fear. The 
Bench further said that 
these subways and foot 
overbridges should be kept 
clean. 

The court was hearing a 
petition by NGO Anti Cor¬ 
ruption Council of India, 
which said that subways 
and foot overbridges in the 
city were being misused by 
miscreants due to insuffi¬ 
cient lighting. 

The counsel, represent¬ 
ing various authorities, sub¬ 
mitted that they would take 
requisite action and if there 
is any need of additional 
lights, it would be installed 
and proper patrolling 
would also be carried out. 


Consumer panel directs travel agency 
to pay ?1 lakh to senior citizen 



IGI Airport to start trial on facial 
recognition entry at T3 today 

Process voluntary fliers can ask for biometric details to be deleted 


Look ahead 



SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Starting today, a mere facial 
scan will allow Vistara pas¬ 
sengers to zip through Del¬ 
hi’s Indira Gandhi Interna¬ 
tional (IGI) Airport, which 
has commenced a three- 
month trial for paperless 
travel. 

Passengers need to follow 
some simple steps to expe¬ 
rience this futuristic way of 
travelling. 

Firstly, they need to re¬ 
port at the registration desk 
outside Terminal 3, from 
where Vistara operates its 
flights, with their air ticket 
and valid identification doc¬ 
uments, which are verified 
by CISF personnel. Follow¬ 
ing this, their facial details 
will be captured on a camera 
and a data envelope for each 
passenger is generated. He¬ 
reon, the facial image is the 
passenger’s ticket. 

Subsequently, the passen¬ 
ger enters the terminal 
building where e-gates open 
automatically after a face 
scan. The passenger then 
proceeds towards the check¬ 
in counters to drop his bags, 
or head straight for security 
check if there are no check¬ 
in luggage. Before entering 
the security hold area, the 
passenger again does a face 
scan when the e-gates open. 
The same drill is repeated 
one last time before ap¬ 
proaching the departure 
gate and boarding the flight. 

The process is voluntary 
and allows a passenger to 


• Passengers need to report 
to the registration desk 
outside Terminal 3, from 
where Vistara operates its 
flights, with their air ticket 
and valid ID proof 

• The papers will be verified 
by CISF personnel 

• After this, their facial 
details will be captured on a 
camera and a data envelope 
for each passenger will be 
generated 

• Thereon, the facial image 
will be the passenger's ticket 

• The passenger can enter the 


have full control on his or 
her data and ask for it to be 
deleted any time during 
their journey. 

On the successful imple¬ 
mentation of this trial, Delhi 
International Airport Limit¬ 
ed will launch the biometric- 
based access system in part¬ 
nership with more airlines. 

The airport is introducing 
this technology in partner¬ 
ship with Vision Box, which 
has developed and installed 
the One-ID platform. The 
platform is fully compliant 
with European Union Gener- 


terminal where the e-gates 
would open automatically 
after a face scan 

• The passenger can then 
proceed towards the check-in 
counter to drop his bags, or 
head straight for security 
check if there are no check-in 
luggage 

• Before entering the security 
hold area, the passenger will 
again have to undergo face 
scan for the e-gates to open 

• The same drill will be 
repeated one last time before 
approaching the departure 
gate and boarding the flight 


al Protection Data Regula¬ 
tion Law, which will also ap¬ 
ply to any airport catering to 
European passengers and 
recording their biometric 
details. 

While biometric-based 
digital processing of passen¬ 
gers is part of the govern¬ 
ment’s “DigiYatra” policy 
unveiled last year in Octob¬ 
er, a centralised platform en¬ 
visaged under it allow pas¬ 
sengers to get a unique ID 
before booking flight so that 
they don’t even have to car¬ 
ry a ticket upto the terminal. 


Nehru Planetarium to celebrate 
Chandrayaan-2 mission 

It’s planning moon carnival to give virtual views of touchdown 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

The Nehru Memorial Mu¬ 
seum and Library and Nehru 
Planetarium in the Capital 
will be celebrating ISRO’s 
Chandrayaan-2 Mission in¬ 
ching towards a location 70 
degrees south and on the far 
side of the moon, a location 
so far unexplored, with an 
overnight moon carnival.. 

The planetarium has 
planned an evening sky- 
watch of the moon on Sep¬ 
tember 6 with telescopes fol¬ 
lowed by sky theatre 
interaction related to the 
moon. During the interac¬ 
tion, they will show full- 
dome immerse visualisa¬ 
tions which will give ringside 
virtual views of those nail- 


biting moments of the 
touchdown. 

“Before the launch of 
Chandrayaan-2, the planeta¬ 
rium had also made availa¬ 
ble a completely in-house 
full-dome planetarium show 
titled “Back to the Moon” - a 
retrospective look at moon 
studies from ancient and 
medieval times to the first lu¬ 
nar exploration excitements 
onwards to the Chandrayaan 
missions. Viewing of the 
show will be a part of the 
moon carnival,” said Plane¬ 
tarium Director Nandivada 
Rathnasree. 

Mail to register 

She added that interested 
people may send a mail to 
nehruplanetarium@ 


gmail.com to register and 
participate in the ringside 
virtual views as seating is 
limited. 

Ms. Rathnasree added 
that the nation will reach a 
milestone with this soft land¬ 
ing on the moon, demon¬ 
strate technological capabili¬ 
ties for soft landing on an 
extra-terrestrial body, ob¬ 
tain and transfer in situ data 
from the far side of the 
moon, robotic manoeuver- 
ing on a celestial body, and 
navigation. Even from the 
point of view of global inter¬ 
ests in moon science, the 
mission has crucial explora¬ 
tions of distribution of wa¬ 
ter-bearing minerals and 
other useful minerals on the 
moon. 


Clear floodplains by March 
2020, NGT tells Agra body 

Plea seeks restoration of the area 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

Following a plea seeking re¬ 
medial action against pollu¬ 
tion on the Yamuna riverbed 
and floodplain in Agra, the 
National Green Tribunal 
(NGT) has directed the Agra 
Development Authority to 
complete the exercise of 
clearing the floodplain by 
March 2020. 

Begin exercise 

While noting that authorities 
had completed the process 
of demarcation of the flood- 
plain, a Bench headed by 
NGT judicial member Justice 
Raghuvendra S. Rathore di¬ 
rected, “The exercise of 
clearing the floodplain of 
river Yamuna at Agra be 
done by the Agra Develop¬ 
ment Authority, after giving 
opportunity of hearing to all 
concerned by ensuring that 
all encroachments are 
cleared.” 

“It is made clear that the 
Agra Development Authori¬ 
ty shall immediately take up 
the matter and commence 
the exercise for implementa¬ 
tion of the report given by 
the National Mission for 
Clean Ganga [NMCG] and 
other authorities without 
any further delay, in no case 
later than September 15,” 



the Bench added. 

The directions came 
when the green panel was 
hearing a plea moved by pe¬ 
titioner Umashankar Patwa 
who sought restoration of 
the floodplain to its original 
condition sans pollution. 

The plea had also sought 
directions to authorities to 
demolish encroachments 
that had come up due to 
constructions on the ri¬ 
verbed and floodplain. 

A report furnished by an 
NGT-appointed joint inspec¬ 
tion team, dated May 2019, 
had read, “During field visit 
it was seen that area along 
the floodplain has changed 
considerably due to con¬ 
struction activity and some 
of the drains have been filled 
up due to human activity... 
The elevation is dynamic 
and continuous to change 
due to a large number of rea¬ 
sons, including human inter¬ 
vention, natural processes 
like erosion and deposition.” 
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8,700 students to decide 
fate of 14 candidates 

NEW DELHI 

JNU students will be voting 
for its students' union on 
Friday, with six candidates 
vying for the top post out of 
the total 14 contesting the 
polls. Amid slogans of 'Jai 
Bhim’, 'Lai Salaam', 'Vande 
Mataram', some booing and a 
minor clash, the presidential 
debate was held at JNU on 
Wednesday. The event, a 
sought-after affair, will be a 
deciding factor for the union 
elections. All arrangements 
have been made by the 
election authorities for the 
polls which will see 8,700 
students casting their votes 
through ballot papers, pti 


NHRC issues 
notices to 
Haryana in 
two cases 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The National Human 
Rights Commission on 
Thursday issued notices to 
the Haryana government 
and the police in two cases 
- one involving the report¬ 
ed suicide of a rape victim 
at a police station in Yamu- 
nanagar and the other 
about the alleged deten¬ 
tion and beating of a wo¬ 
man at a Gurugram police 
station. 

Taking suo motu cogni¬ 
sance of media reports on 
Wednesday, the NHRC is¬ 
sued notices to the Chief 
Secretary and Director 
General of Police of Harya¬ 
na over the reported sui¬ 
cide by a complainant, al¬ 
leging inaction in her rape 
case, at Jathlana police sta¬ 
tion. Seeking reports with¬ 
in six weeks, the NHRC also 
asked the DGP to inform it 
about the action taken 
against the police person¬ 
nel involved. 

According to reports, 
the victim was tired of re¬ 
peated visits to the police 
station in her effort to seek 
justice. 

In another case, the 
NHRC issued a notice to 
Gurugram Police Commis¬ 
sioner over reports of a 30- 
year-old woman, who 
works as a maid, being de¬ 
tained, stripped and bea¬ 
ten up by police personnel 
at DLF-I police station after 
being accused of theft on 
Tuesday. The police com¬ 
missioner was asked for a 
detailed report within four 
weeks. 


Students’ bodies announce final 
panel for DUSU elections 

Outfits promise to work towards women’s safety, fighting inequality among others 



Students campaign for upcoming DUSU elections, at Delhi 
University in New Delhi on Thursday, -sushil kumar verma 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

With promises of working to¬ 
wards women’s safety, affor¬ 
dable transportation and 
fighting inequality, promi¬ 
nent students’ groups - 
ABVP, NSUI and AISA - de¬ 
clared their final panel for 
the upcoming Delhi Univer¬ 
sity Students’ Union (DUSU) 
elections, on Thursday. 

Among candidates for the 
post of president fielded by 
the ABVP, which was in pow¬ 
er in the previous academic 
year, is Akshit Dhaiya, a 
sportsperson and a first-year 
student at the Faculty of 
Law. Mr. Dhaiya said he 
hopes to cultivate an envi¬ 
ronment to encourage more 
university students to win 
medals at international com¬ 
petitions, such as the Olym¬ 
pics. The group’s candidates 
hope to form a “trustworthy, 
accountable and accessible” 
student’s union that would 
work towards “inclusive acti¬ 
vism” and making the cam¬ 
pus safer for women. 

The party has also fielded 
Yogit Rathe, who was a lead¬ 
er of the Ramjas students’ 
union when there was an in¬ 


cident of violence on the 
campus in 2017. Comment¬ 
ing on that incident, he said 
that the ABVP did not be¬ 
lieve in violence but if he 
wins-, he would work to¬ 
wards removing anti-nation¬ 
al elements from the North 
Campus. 

ABVP has fielded Pradeep 
Tanwar a first-year MA (Hin¬ 
di) student to the post of 
vice-president and Shiangi 
Kharwal, a first-year student 
in MA (Buddhist Studies) for 
the post of joint secretary. 

The NSUI, which hopes to 
“fight all types of inequality 
on campus”, has fielded a 
woman candidate after a 
long time, party leaders said. 


Chetna Tyagi (19), a third- 
year BA student at Shaheed 
Bhagath Singh College is also 
the youngest presidential 
candidate this year. Ms. Tya¬ 
gi said she would work to¬ 
wards ensuring that the In¬ 
ternal Complaints 

Committees are made func¬ 
tional in all colleges and en¬ 
suring safety and equal 
rights for women in hostels. 
Towards ensuring represen¬ 
tation, party leaders said, 
they have also fielded Anlcit 
Bharti for the post of vice- 
president who said he would 
fight discrimination against 
Dalit students in the univer¬ 
sity. “Dalits do not feel safe 
on campus,” said Mr. Bharti. 


For the post of secretary, 
the NSUI has fielded Ashish 
Lamba, a final-year law stu¬ 
dent and a hockey player. 
And for the post of joint se¬ 
cretary it has fielded Abhish- 
elc Chaprana, also a student 
of MA (Buddhist Studies). 

Left-wing group AISA, 
which is campaigning prima¬ 
rily over the provision of 
concessional metro passes 
for students, has fielded Da- 
mini Kain, an MA (Political 
Science) student at Hindu 
College. Ms. Kain has active¬ 
ly participated in various 
movements to do with social 
and gender justice, the 
group said. 

For the post of vice-presi¬ 
dent, AISA has put forward 
Aftab (21) hailing from Luck¬ 
now, another student of MA 
(Buddhist Studies). Apart 
from these students, the 
group has fielded Vikash, an 
MA (Hindi) student who has 
been with the AISA for the 
last three years, for the post 
of secretary. And for the post 
of joint secretary, it has field¬ 
ed the youngest candidate of 
the lot, a first-year student 
from Miranda House, Chet¬ 
na. 


Little star 


A girl child showing some acrobatics move before asking money from motorists near Connaught Place in New Delhi on 
Thursday, "R.v. moorthy 



Drowning minor rescued by two policemen in Narela 

Parents said they had no idea how the six-year-old boy sneaked out of house, reached the drain: police 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

A six-year-old boy, who was 
drowning in a 10-foot-deep 
drain, was rescued by a 
team of police officers in 
outer-north Delhi’s Narela 
on Wednesday. 

The officers had gone to 
the area after receiving a 
tip-off regarding a supplier 
of illicit liquor. 


Deputy Commissioner of 
Police (Outer North) Gaurav 
Sharma said that on Wed¬ 
nesday, Head Constables 
Narendra and Yogendra 
and Constable Manoj re¬ 
ceived a tip-off that a sup¬ 
plier of illicit liquor would 
pass throught Narela and 
the police had laid a trap in 
the area. “Suddenly, Naren¬ 
dra heard a child shouting 


but when he looked 
around, he could not find 
anyone. Narendra and Yo¬ 
gendra then realised that 
the noise was coming from 
a nearby drain,” the officer 
said. 

The officers peeped in¬ 
side the drain and found 
that the child was caught in 
the current of the sewer wa¬ 
ter. Yogendra and Narendra 


started making efforts to 
rescue the child. After the 
two policemen pulled the 
child out of the drain suc¬ 
cessfully, the parents were 
informed about the inci¬ 
dent, Mr. Sharma said. 

He said that the parents 
had no idea as to how the 
child, later identified as Vi- 
neet, had sneaked out of 
house and reached there. 


The family had lost another 
child, Vineet’s cousin, to a 
illness about a week ago, 
the police also said. 

Liquor seized 

Meanwhile, the rest of the 
team managed to appre¬ 
hend illicit liquor supplier 
Kailash and 22 cartons of li¬ 
quor were seized from his 
possession, the police said. 


JNUTA wants university to 
apologise to professors emeriti 

‘All 12 professors emeriti deserve retraction of Registrar’s letter’ 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Responding to the Jawahar- 
lal Nehru University (JNU) 
administration’s response to 
the professors emeriti issue, 
in which it said it was merely 
following university rules, 
the JNU Teachers’ Associa¬ 
tion alleged that the univer¬ 
sity, through its response, 
confessed that the purpose 
of sending the letters was 
“indeed meant to weed out 
some or all of them for hav¬ 
ing turned 75”. 

Facts misrepresented 

The JNUTA, in a statement, 
said: “The purported aim, 
we are told, is to correct 
what the JNU Registrar con¬ 
siders to be a huge skew in 
emeritus appointments, 
and to remedy alleged his¬ 
torical wrongs done by pre¬ 
vious JNU administrations. 
However, once again the 
JNU Registrar has misrepre¬ 
sented the facts. JNU has al¬ 
ways had clear rules about 
the appointment of emeri¬ 
tus professors.” The teach¬ 
ers said that the rules of the 
university show that there is 



no cap on the number of 
professors emeriti at all and 
that no deserving professor 
could have missed out on 
being designated one be¬ 
cause of it. 

“Any professor can nomi¬ 
nate another professor for 
his/her contribution to the 
discipline and society, to 
emeritus status. Thus, the 
JNU Registrar’s insinuations 
about huge skews and mis¬ 
sed opportunities for de¬ 
serving retired faculty are 
just attempts to cover up 
what has always been an in¬ 
tent to dishonour,” the 
teachers said. 

The JNUTA added that 
rules formulated in 2018 


The university, 
through its 
response, 
confessed that the 
purpose of sending 
the letters was 
indeed meant to 
weed out some or 
all of them for 
having turned 75 

JAWAHARLAL NEHRU UNIVERSITY 
TEACHERS'ASSOCIATION 

cannot have retrospective 
effect and that it reiterates 
that all twelve professors 
emeriti deserve a retraction 
of the Registrar’s letter and a 
formal apology at the 
earliest. 

The JNUTA also said that 
for either past or future no¬ 
minees, the conferment of 
emeritus status was recogni¬ 
tion for achievements and 
service to the discipline and 
the institution during the 
professor’s academic te¬ 
nure, and cannot be retract¬ 
ed once given. “If the recog¬ 
nition is to have any 
meaning at all, the review 
clause must be deleted,” the 
JNUTA said. 



Ravidas temple issue: protesters 
draw dhama to a close after 7 days 

Leaders underline next steps of movement against demolition 


AARU SHI AGGARWAL 

NEW DELHI 

The seven-day dharna at 
Jantar Mantar against the 
demolition of Guru Ravidas 
Temple in Tughlakabad 
ended on Thursday with 
the leadership discussing 
the next steps of the move¬ 
ment. 

Prominent Dalit activist 
Asholca Bharti, in a briefing 
to the press, highlighted a 
four-pronged approach 
that the community’s lead¬ 
ers will now pursue. He 
said that on September 10, 
a month since the demoli¬ 
tion, there will be a march 
to perform a puja on the 
site of the demolished tem¬ 
ple and that police disrup¬ 
tion “will not prevent us 
from performing the puja 
wherever we are standing”. 

The next step, Mr. Bharti 


said, was to gather one 
crore signatures of people 
belonging to the Dalit com¬ 
munity from across the 
country to be submitted to 
the government, highlight¬ 
ing their disappointment. 
Mr Bharti said, “After the 
court hearing on Septem¬ 
ber 13, we will file our 
petition.” 

He also said that it has 
been decided that the tem¬ 
ple will be rebuilt at the 
same site and not an alter¬ 
native one. 

Warning of protests 

He also warned of protests 
starting September 14, if 
the court decision is not in 
the favour of the communi¬ 
ty, saying that they “will 
either thank the govern¬ 
ment or protest against it”. 

Key organisations advo¬ 


cating for Dalit rights have 
supported the call for na¬ 
tionwide protests. 

The national head of the 
Akhil Bhartiya Sant Shiro- 
mani Guru Ravidas Mandir 
Sanyukt Sanrakshan Samiti 
said, “Sant Gurudas is like 
God to us and there has 
never been such an insult 
towards us,” adding that 
this was a question of faith 
and “we are not ready to 
die yet, so we protest 
peacefully and have been 
praying here at Jantar Man¬ 
tar in an unprecedented 
move”. The community 
had, in a previous state¬ 
ment, given the govern¬ 
ment time till November 26 
to review its decision and 
said they would continue 
their protests adopting le¬ 
gal and democratic pro¬ 
cesses before that. 


Delhi zoo welcomes 
cobras, pythons, gharials 

Two exchange programmes were held 


Plastic found in dead Cape Buffalo’s 
stomach in Delhi zoo, probe ordered 

Only 2 challans issued for littering inside the zoo in 2019 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

The Delhi zoo has ordered 
an inquiry into the death of 
its last Cape Buffalo from 
whose stomach a piece of 
plastic was found. The post¬ 
mortem report has men¬ 
tioned the presence of plas¬ 
tic as one of the four reasons 
that led to its death. 

“An inquiry will be done 
by A.K. Bhowmik, who was 
the former joint director of 
National Zoological Park. 
Strict action will be taken 
against anyone found guilty,” 
said R.A. Khan, Curator 
(Education) of National Zoo¬ 
logical Park, commonly 
known as the Delhi zoo. 

Samples of the animal, 
which died on August 27, has 
been sent to Indian Veterin¬ 
ary Research Institute (IVRI) 


in Bareilly to get more clarity 
on the cause of death. 

The report of the post¬ 
mortem done by doctors at 
the Delhi zoo had mentioned 
four reasons behind the 
death - lung tuberculosis le¬ 
sions, impact due to plastic, 
heavy stone affecting diges¬ 
tion and senility. 

Mr. Khan said that plastic 
has been banned in the zoo 
since the early 1990s, but 
plastic bottles are allowed. 
Stores inside the zoo also sell 
water in plastic bottles. Ac¬ 
cording to zoo records, two 
people have been fined for 
littering inside the zoo in 
2019. 

The Hindu accessed a 
photo of the plastic piece 
found inside the stomach of 
the animal. The photo shows 
an about 5-cm-long piece of a 


thin plastic. Zoo officials said 
that it could be part of a plas¬ 
tic bag. 

“The incident of plastic 
found in the stomach of a 
Cape Buffalo has raised ma¬ 
ny questions,” said Abhijit 
Bhawal, who is a veterinary 
officer at the zoo, in a letter 
sent to the zoo director Renu 
Singh on September 1. The 
letter also mentions “lapses” 
in cleanliness around enclo¬ 
sures. 

Commenting on the inci¬ 
dent, animal rights activist 
Gauri Maulekhi said: “There 
is a complete mismanage¬ 
ment at the zoo and there is 
corruption too.” 

Though Mr. Khan said that 
the material could be carried 
to the zoo by birds, other of¬ 
ficials said that it could have 
been blown by the wind. 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

In two exchange pro¬ 
grammes with two other 
zoos, the Delhi zoo has got 
19 snakes, including In¬ 
dian cobras and Rock 
Pythons, a pair of ‘gharial’ 
(long snout crocodile), 
and a pair of wolf. 

The National Zoological 
Park, commonly known 
as the Delhi zoo, now has 
a total of 27 snakes and as 
it had only eight before 
the exchange happened, 
officials said. 

The zoo has obtained 
four Indian cobras, five 
rock pythons, two moni¬ 
tor lizards, four rat 
snakes, two common sand 
boa and two red sand boa. 

“We got the snakes on 
August 26 and in return 
we have given them six 


red jungle fowl, six paint¬ 
ed stork among other ani¬ 
mals,” a zoo official said. 

“Though the snakes are 
in the enclosure, it is not 
put for public viewing 
yet,” the official added. 

Officials also said that 
the Delhi zoo had more 
snakes earlier and as num¬ 
bers kept on decreasing, 
the exchange programme 
was conducted. 

The Delhi zoo had ob¬ 
tained the pair of ‘gharial’ 
and the pair of wolves 
from Jaipur zoo and gave a 
pair of hippopotamus in 
return. 

Earlier programme 

In July, the Delhi zoo had 
got a male white tiger in 
another such exchange 
programme with the 
Lucknow zoo. 
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1 dead, 11 hurt as lift wire 
snaps at construction site 

DDA tells contractor to pay compensation under labour law 


Congress leader murder: head 
constable and PSO arrested 

Accused had shared personal details of Vikas Chaudhary 


IN BRIEF 


Court sends Ratul Puri 
to six-day ED custody 

NEW DELHI 

A court here on Thursday 
sent Ratul Puri, nephew of 
Madhya Pradesh Chief 
Minister Kamal Nath, to 
6-day ED custody in a money 
laundering case related to 
the AgustaWestland chopper 
scam. The court also noted 
that the Enforcement 
Directorate sought Puri's 
custody to confront him with 
"voluminous documents 
collected" by it and to find 
out the roles of the co¬ 
accused. 

Civic body inspector 
'harassed' by AAP MLA 

NEW DELHI 

A North Delhi Municipal 
Corporation inspector was 
allegedly harassed by an Aam 
Aadmi Party MLA and his 
associates in northwest 
Delhi's Adarsh Nagar on 
Thursday, the police said. 
After getting information 
about the incident, a team 
went to the spot and found 
NDMC Inspector Ravinder 
Kumar Gupta injured. A case 
has been registered at Adarsh 
Nagar police station and 
further probe is on, the police 
added. 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

A labourer died and 11 others 
were injured when a lift, car¬ 
rying construction material, 
fell while they were inside it 
at a Delhi Development con¬ 
struction site in outer Delhi’s 
Narela on Thursday morn¬ 
ing, the police said. 

Deputy Commissioner of 
Police (Outer North) Gaurav 
Sharma said a team was sent 
to the spot following a PCR 
call regarding the incident. 

“It was found that a wire 
of the lift, which is used for 
transporting construction 
material, had broken,” he 
said adding that 12 injured 
persons were rushed to Sa- 
tyawadi Raja Harish Chandra 
Hospital from where 35-year- 
old Sandesh was shifted to 
Lok Nayak Hospital where he 
succumbed to injuries. 

Three injured persons are 
said to be critical at a private 


There is another 
lift inside the 
building, which is 
in a better 
condition, but they 
are not allowed to 
use it 

VICTIM 

hospital in Shalimar Bagh. 

One of the injured, who 
did not wish to be named, 
said at 8 a.m., about five-six 
of them took the lift to reach 
the eighth floor while a cou¬ 
ple of them were standing 
downstairs. 

On the fifth floor 

He said when they reached 
the fifth floor, the safety belt 
broke and all of them fell 
down. “The building has 24 
floors. Thankfully, we were 
on the fifth floor at that time 
else if we had fallen from up¬ 
per floors, many of us could 


have died,” he said. 

The labourer alleged that 
there is another lift inside 
the building, which is in a 
better condition, but they 
are not allowed to use it. 

The DDA said construc¬ 
tion of EWS and category II 
houses was under way at 
that time and it is being exe¬ 
cuted by Ahluwalia Con¬ 
tracts (India) Ltd. 

“The DDA has directed 
the contractor to pay suita¬ 
ble compensation under re¬ 
levant labour law to the fami¬ 
ly of the deceased and the 
injured,” a statement by 
them read. 

The Superintending Engi¬ 
neer of the DDA has been en¬ 
trusted an enquiry into the 
safety lapses at the site. Mr. 
Sharma said a case under re¬ 
levant sections of the IPC has 
been registered against the 
contractor and the construc¬ 
tion company. 


Seelampur 
collapse: govt, 
to give 75 lakh 
to victim’s kin 

STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

Chief Minister Arvind Kejri- 
wal on Thursday visited 
Seelampur where a build¬ 
ing collapse killed two per¬ 
sons and announced a com¬ 
pensation of 75 lakh to their 
family. He also ordered an 
inquiry into the incident. 

The incident on Monday 
night also left three persons 
injured. “A life lost can nev¬ 
er be replaced but the go¬ 
vernment will provide 75 
lakh each as support to the 
family of the deceased and 
750,000 to the injured,” he 
said. 

‘Will fund education’ 

Mr. Kejriwal added that the 
government will take care 
of the education of the chil¬ 
dren of the deceased. “Mr. 
Kejriwal ordered an imme¬ 
diate inquiry to ascertain 
the exact causes behind the 
collapse,” an official state¬ 
ment said. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

FARIDABAD 

A Faridabad police head con¬ 
stable and the personal se¬ 
curity officer of Congress 
leader Vikas Chaudhary have 
been arrested in connection 
with his murder on Thursday. 

Accused head constable 
Raju has been arrested on 
charges of criminal conspira¬ 
cy for allegedly supplying the 
contact number and the de¬ 
tails of the daily routine of the 
leader to gangster Kaushal 
and his accomplices. He has 
been dismissed from the ser¬ 
vice. Chaudhary’s PSO Pra- 
deep Dhariwal was arrested 
at his instance, the police 
said. 

Carrying a cash reward of 
75 lakh on his head, Kaushal 
was arrested by the Special 
Task Force of Haryana Police 
at Delhi airport on August 26. 
He was wanted in around 50 
cases of murder, kidnapping 
and extortion in the state, in¬ 
cluding the murder of 



The accused in police 

CUStOdy. ■ SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 


Chaudhary. 

Kaushal had purportedly 
told the police about his con¬ 
nection with Raju during in¬ 
terrogation. Besides Kaushal, 
Raju was also in contact with 
Sachin Kheri, who was arrest¬ 
ed in connection with the 
case two days ago following 
an encounter. Sachin carried 
a cash reward of 725,000 on 
his head. The policeman was 
also in touch with the other 
accused in the case - Dhari¬ 
wal, Neeraj Faridpuri and 
Amit Dagar. Neeraj and Amit 
are already arrested. Raju 
was in contact with Kaushal 
and Sachin till few days be¬ 
fore their arrests. He had pro¬ 


ceeded on long leave before 
the Kaushal’s arrest, the pol¬ 
ice said. 

Pradeep, a close friend of 
Raju, had been Chaudhary’s 
PSO for around five years and 
had complete information 
about his activities. Pradeep 
shared details of Chaudhary 
with Raju and also suggested 
him that they could extort 
money from the politician. 

Following this, Raju 
passed on contact numbers 
of Chaudhary and other busi¬ 
nessmen to Kaushal, who in 
turn made extortion calls to 
them. Sachin carried out the 
reconnaissance of the places 
visited by Chaudhary before 
the murder based on the de¬ 
tails furnished by Raju. 

Raju would supply the in¬ 
formation in return for mo¬ 
ney and also took 73 lakh 
from Kaushal’s mother in Gu- 
rugram in the first week of 
August. The head constable 
has been remanded in two 
days police custody. 


Son, grandson nabbed for 
killing septuagenarian 

Accused wanted share in property 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

A 70-year-old woman was 
killed allegedly by her son 
and minor grandson over a 
property dispute in north¬ 
east Delhi’s Jyoti Nagar on 
Wednesday afternoon, the 
police said on Thursday. 

Deputy Commissioner of 
Police (North East) Atul Tha- 
kur said Maya Devi’s eldest 
son Rajbir and his minor 
son have been nabbed. 

The police said a PCR call 
was received at 3.30 p.m. re¬ 
garding the incident. On 
reaching the spot, they 
found Devi dead on a char- 
poy with strangulation 
marks on her neck. 

Served lunch, left home 

The victim’s younger 
daughter-in-law told the pol¬ 
ice that her daughter had 
served lunch to the victim at 
12 p.m. after which they left 
the house for some work. 

A while later, one of De¬ 
vi’s grandson, came home 
and found her lying on the 
charpoy. After trying to 
wake her up, when she did 
not, he informed his moth¬ 
er, the police said. 

The family raised suspi¬ 
cion over the eldest son af- 



Maya Devi was found dead 
with strangulation marks on 
her neck. 

■SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

ter which he was picked up 
for questioning and during 
interrogation, he allegedly 
confessed to the crime. 

“Rajbir has a pending ci¬ 
vil case of the property 
against his mother. Devi had 
disconnected Rajbir’s elec¬ 
tricity connection and want¬ 
ed him to vacate his part in 
the house. Hence, Rajbir 
and his son strangulated her 
when she was alone at 
home,” Mr. Thakur said. 

The daughter-in-law, ho¬ 
wever, said when Rajbir 
asked Devi for a share, she 
said she will sell the proper¬ 
ty when she gets the correct 
amount. The two often 
fought over the same, the 
police added. 


DCW notice to 
SDMC, police 
on sex rackets 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

The Delhi Commission for 
Women on Thursday issued 
notices to South Delhi Mun¬ 
icipal Corporation and the 
police over alleged sex rack¬ 
ets in spas in Nawada and 
Madhu Vihar. The notices 
were issued after a raid con¬ 
ducted by the commission 
on Wednesday. 

“The commission found 
that prostitution activities 
were taking place in the 
spas. During the raid, nine 
girls were rescued. Written 
statements of the manager, 
customers and girls were re¬ 
corded where they have ad¬ 
mitted to the fact that the 
premises were being used 
for illegal activities,” said 
DCW. It also sought details 
of licenses granted to the 
spa centres. The civic body 
was also asked to provide 
details of the monitoring 
systems that are in place to 
prevent prostitution. 

The police said they have 
received complaints from 
four staff members of the 
spa where the DCW con¬ 
ducted the raid. “The SPA 
owner presented all valid 
documents to police. We 
are going through it,” said 
an officer. 


Four men shoot at passer-by; nabbed 

Accused got weapon from man who is injudicial custody 



The four accused in police custody on Thursday. 


Man Idled during feud 
over urinating in public 

Accused was out on bail, drunk at that time 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

Four persons have been ar¬ 
rested for allegedly firing at a 
man in Dwarlca during a joy¬ 
ride, the police said on 
Thursday. 

Deputy Commissioner of 
Police (Dwarlca) Anto Al¬ 
phonse said the accused - 
Pawan alias Golu (22), Vishal 
alias Prince (23), Parveen 
alias Bhalla (22) and Kishan 
(23) - wanted to show off 
their skills. 

In the small hours of Au¬ 
gust 29, the police were in¬ 
formed that one Sunny from 
Uttam Nagar was shot at in 
the stomach by four masked 
men - two on a luxury bike 
and two on a scooty - in 
front of his house. 

“The accused were firing 
in the air when one shot hit 
him. The accused then fled 
from the spot while Sunny 
was rushed to Deen Dayal 
Upadhyay Hospital,” Mr. Al¬ 
phonse said. 

At the spot, police found 
two empty cartridges. A 
case under Sections 307 (at¬ 
tempt to murder) and 34 
(common intention) of the 
Indian Penal Code was regis¬ 
tered and investigation was 
taken up. 

The police said Sunny has 
ruled any personal enmity 


■SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 


with anyone after which 
CCTV footage of the spot 
was examined after which 
the accused were identified. 

Raids conducted 

“Raid was conducted at ac¬ 
commodation in Uttam Na¬ 
gar where three persons 
were found. They revealed 
the involvement of the 
fourth accused who lived 
nearby,” the officer said, ad¬ 
ding that the accused at¬ 
tacked the policemen when 
they had gone to arrest 
them. Following this, two 
cases were registered in con¬ 
nection with the incident on 
Tuesday. 


The police claim to have 
recovered three pistols, 13 
live cartridges, a bike and 
scooty used in the commis¬ 
sion of the crime. 

During interrogation, the 
accused allegedly told the 
police that they used to go 
on a joyride at night and tar¬ 
get people who were alone. 

“In the particular inci¬ 
dent, they fired at Sunny just 
for show off. Further, the ac¬ 
cused were planning a rob¬ 
bery in the area,” the officer 
said. The accused got the 
weapon from a man, who is 
in judicial custody in an at¬ 
tempt to murder case, Mr. 
Alphonse added. 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

A 24-year-old man was 
killed in a feud over urinat¬ 
ing in the open in west Del¬ 
hi’s Vikaspuri, the police 
said on Thursday. 

Shivam alias Shiva from 
Mohan Garden has been ar¬ 
rested, they said. Shivam 
who has been involved in 
several cases of robbery and 
vehicle thefts had recently 
come out on bail. 

On August 2 at 12.17 a.m., 
the police said they received 
a PCR call regarding stab¬ 
bing of a man under Janak- 
puri flyover. A team was 
sent to the spot and on en¬ 
quiry, the injured was iden¬ 
tified as Aneesh Kumar Ya- 
dav from Delhi. 

He was shifted to DDU 
Hospital in a police van 
where he succumbed to in¬ 
juries, the police said. Dur¬ 
ing probe, it came to fore 
that Aneesh was with his 
maternal uncle and a friend 
on a scooty to District 
Centre when the incident 
happened at 10.45 p.m. 
They were under Janakpuri 
at the time when the victim 
went away to urinate. After 
a while, when he did not re¬ 
turn, the other two went to 


look for him and found him 
lying injured on the ground. 
They also saw a man run¬ 
ning away, the police said. 

DCP (West) Monika 
Bhardwaj said an FIR of 
murder was registered at Vi¬ 
kaspuri police station and 
teams were formed to nab 
the accused. She said while 
going through the CCTV 
footage, one blue motorcy¬ 
cle was spotted near the 
place of incident. The mo¬ 
torcycle was traced near Na¬ 
wada metro station but it 
was found to be stolen from 
Mohan Garden a few days 
back. 

Tip-off on accused 

“We found that it was stolen 
by Shivam,” she said. On 
September 4, the police 
nabbed him from near Na¬ 
wada metro station follow¬ 
ing a tip-off. During interro¬ 
gation, the accused said he 
was drunk when deceased 
came to the spot. They had 
some quarrel over urinating 
when Shivam stabbed 
Aneesh three times with a 
knife. “We have recovered 
bloodstained clothes, a 
knife and motorcycle from 
his possession,” said Ms. 
Bhardwaj. 


Bar association demands removal of 
Law Department Principal Secretary 

‘He defied Cabinet’s decision to release 750 cr. for lawyers’ 


Political wing of SDMC defends audit findings 

Report by civic body highlights irregularities of around 71,600 crore 


Vagabond 
arrested for 
killing man 

STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

A homeless man was ar¬ 
rested for allegedly killing a 
32-year-old man after he 
was confronted with suspi¬ 
cion of theft, the police 
said on Thursday. 

Saheen used to stay at 
night shelters, they said. 
On August 28, the police 
received information re¬ 
garding stabbing of one 
Manoj at 7.30 p.m. inside a 
de-addiction centre in Kot- 
la Mubarakpur’s Bapu 
Park. Manoj suspected Sa¬ 
heen of stealing a water 
pump from his house and 
had gone there to confront 
him, the police said. Manoj 
had sustained eight stab in¬ 
juries, a senior officer said. 
During the investigation, it 
was found that the two had 
an altercation following 
which Saheen stabbed Ma¬ 
noj and fled the spot. 

“During probe, we did 
not get any information 
about Saheen’s wherea¬ 
bouts as he was vagabond. 
He used to stay at various 
night shelters. He was pre¬ 
viously involved in four 
other criminal cases, in¬ 
cluding an attempt to mur¬ 
der and robbery. He was al¬ 
so jailed for over three 
years,” the officer said. 

“He was held following a 
tip-off. The knife used in 
commission of crime has 
also been recovered,” he 
added. 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

Delhi Bar Association on 
Thursday demanded the re¬ 
moval of Principal Secretary 
of Law Department Sanjay 
Kumar Aggarwal for alleged¬ 
ly defying Cabinet’s decision 
to release 750 crore for wel¬ 
fare schemes for around 
90,000 lawyers. 

“Delhi Bar Association 
demanded the immediate 
removal of the Principal Se- 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

Two brothers were found 
dead at their rented accom¬ 
modation in west Delhi's Ha- 
ri Nagar on Thursday after¬ 
noon, the police said. 

Foul smell 

They have not recovered 
any note. A senior officer 
said a call was received at 1 
p.m. that a foul smell was 
coming out from a house. 

On reaching the spot, it 
was found that the house is 
owned by one Babu Lai who 
had rented the house to 
Ashish Kumar Deb (58) 


cretary for creating an im¬ 
passe and not allowing the 
government to release the 
750 crore annual grant... for 
the number of welfare 
schemes for almost 90,000 
lawyers of Delhi,” a state¬ 
ment issued by the Bar Asso¬ 
ciation reads. 

However, Mr. Aggarwal 
said the file regarding the 
matter was never put up be¬ 
fore him since his joining on 


about four months ago. 

“Crime team was called 
to the spot and the team 
broke the door where the 
Ashish and his brother 
Chhote were found dead. 
The body had been decom¬ 
posed,” the officer said. 

The bodies have been 
shifted to Deen Dayal Upad¬ 
hyay Hospital for post-mor¬ 
tem and further investiga¬ 
tion is under way, the police 
added. 

Suicide prevention hel¬ 
pline: Sanjivini, Society for 
Mental Health, Telephone: 
011-4076 9002, Monday-Sa- 
turday, 10 a.m. -7.30 p.m. 


sent to the Law Minister by 
the previous Principal Se¬ 
cretary on April 23 or 24. 
The file was never put up be¬ 
fore me. I have not ex¬ 
changed any opinion with 
the Minister on the issue,” 
Mr. Aggarwal told The Hin¬ 
du. The association also said 
if the money is not released, 
they will protest outside 
Lieutenant Governor Anil 
Baijal’s residence on Sep¬ 
tember 11. 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

A court here dismissed the 
anticipatory bail plea of an 
accused on Thursday in a 
case of an alleged conspira¬ 
cy to frame the Unnao rape 
survivor’s father for posses¬ 
sion of illegal firearms and 
sent him to judicial custody. 

District Judge rejected the 
pre-arrest bail plea and sent 
accused Sharadveer Singh to 
the Tihar jail after he ap¬ 
peared in the court in pur¬ 
suance to a summons issued 
to him on taking cognisance 
of the supplementary char- 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

Defending itself over various 
findings of an audit report by 
the South Delhi Municipal 
Corporation, which high¬ 
lighted financial irregularities 
of around 71,600 crore, lead¬ 
ers of the political wing of the 
civic body addressed a press 
conference on Thursday. 

Standing Committee 

Chairperson Bhupendra 

Gupta said among the 71,177 
crore of property tax not col¬ 
lected, as reported, a large 
part of the money was tied up 


gesheet filed by the CBI in 
the case. The arguments on 
framing of charges against 
Singh are scheduled to com¬ 
mence on Friday. 

The court had earlier 
framed charges against ex¬ 
pelled BJP MLA Kuldeep 
Singh Sengar, his brother 
Atul Sengar, three former 
U.P. policemen and five oth¬ 
ers for allegedly framing the 
19-year-old rape survivor’s 
father in an illegal arms pos¬ 
session case. It had also not¬ 
ed that Sharadveer Singh 
was part of the alleged con¬ 
spiracy to frame the survi- 


The report is still 
being examined. In 
case serious lapses 
are identified, they 
would be 
investigated 

BHUPENDRA GUPTA 
Standing Committee Chairperson 

in court cases and since the 
time of the report, around 
7200 crore had been 
collected. 

Apart from this, he 
claimed that the cost overrun 
of 732.08 crore for the build- 


vor’s father by planting arms 
and for falsely implicating 
him by creating of fake docu¬ 
ments. The CBI has named 
Singh for offences under 
Sections 120B (criminal con¬ 
spiracy), 166 (public servant 
disobeying law, with intent 
to cause injury to any per¬ 
son), 167 (public servant 
framing an incorrect docu¬ 
ment), 193 (false evidence), 
201 (disappearance of evi¬ 
dence) and 218 (public ser¬ 
vant framing incorrect re¬ 
cord) of the Indian Penal 
Code (IPC) and the relevant 
sections of the Arms Act. 


ing of a multi-specialty hospi¬ 
tal at Kalkaji had taken place 
as the government had 
stopped funding the project. 

The corporation had to 
fund the project, he said, ad¬ 
ding that meanwhile, the cost 
had gone up. 

Cost escalation 

With regard to cost escala¬ 
tions over parking projects in 
the SDMC’s jurisdiction, Mr. 
Gupta said according to re¬ 
plies sought from officials, 
the hike was due to addition¬ 
al parking space being creat- 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

The Delhi University Teach¬ 
ers’ Association held a prot¬ 
est demonstration over “un¬ 
just treatment being meted 
out to teachers” on Teach¬ 
ers’ Day. 

“Symbolic celebration of 
Teachers’ Day is not a sub¬ 
stitute for ensuring service 
and working conditions of 
teachers, which are condu¬ 
cive to attracting and retain¬ 
ing talent to the teaching 
profession,” the DUTA said. 

“More than 4000 ad hoc 
teachers are languishing 
without permanent jobs for 


ed at these sites. 

Attacking the Aam Admi 
Party, which had earlier high¬ 
lighted findings of the report 
alleging large scale corrup¬ 
tion in the municipal corpo¬ 
ration, Mr. Gupta said the 
party regularly made such 
claims and later backtracked. 

However, he said he was 
under no impression that 
everything was fine with the 
SDMC and that the report 
was still being examined. 

In case, serious lapses are 
identified, they would be in¬ 
vestigated, Mr. Gupta added. 


no fault of theirs. Year after 
year, our ad hoc teachers 
are producing meritorious 
students even as their own 
jobs lack stability,” the 
group said. They also raised 
the demand for restoration 
of old guidelines for the ap¬ 
pointment of guest teach¬ 
ers, the release of the se¬ 
cond tranche of posts under 
OBC expansion, increase in 
posts on account of EWS ex¬ 
pansion and ensure speedy 
promotions. The group also 
attacked the draft National 
Education Policy, calling it 
an attempt to privatise edu¬ 
cation. 


May 31, 2019. “The file was 

Brothers found dead 
inside rented house 

Post-mortem report awaited 


Unnao rape case: court rejects 
accused’s anticipatory bail plea 

He ‘framed’ survivor’s father for possession of illegal firearms 



DUTA protests against 
‘unjust treatement’ 

Demonstration held on Teachers’ Day 
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Kashmiri youth beaten 
by mob in Neemrana 

Locals claim he was in women’s clothes, looked suspicious 


DELHI #CTimings 


FRIDAY, SEPT. 06 



# RISE 06:01 

SET 

18:37 

C RISE 13:06 

SET 

23:53 

SATURDAY, SEPT. 07 


# RISE 06:02 

SET 

18:36 

C RISE 14:03 

SET 

00:00 

SUNDAY, SEPT. 08 



RISE 06:02 

SET 

18:35 

C RISE 14:57 

SET 

00:42 

Delhi Weather 

Delhi City 

max min 

36 28 

Safdarjang 


00 

<N 

CD 

00 

Palam 


37 27 


Delhi Palam Today 
34°C A humid and hazy 
morning turns warm day with 
cloudy sky. Spells of rain and 
thundershower will occur. 


Delhi Palam Tomorrow 

35°C Warm and humid 
weather with cloudy sky likely. 
Spell of rain and thunder¬ 
shower will occur. 
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MOHA MMED IQBAL 

JAIPUR 

A Kashmiri youth studying 
in an aeronautical engineer¬ 
ing college was tied to an 
electric pole and allegedly 
beaten up by a mob in 
Neemrana town of Rajas¬ 
than's Alwar district on Wed¬ 
nesday night. The mob 
claimed that the youth, 
dressed in a woman's 
clothes, was looking 
suspicious. 

The youth, identified as 
Mir Faiz, 25, belonging to 
Jammu and Kashmir's Bara- 
mulla district, has lodged a 
complaint with the police 
for assault by the mob. 
Though the police have 
launched an investigation in 
the matter, they were also 
checking the youth’s 
credentials. 

Based on Mr. Faiz’s com¬ 
plaint, a First Information 
Report under Sections 323 


We are checking 
the student’s 
mobile phone, 
laptop and social 
media accounts 
and have searched 
his rented 
accommodation 

AMANDEEP SINGH KAPOOR 
Superintendent of Police, Bhiwadi 

(voluntarily causing hurt), 
143 (unlawful assembly), 341 
(wrongful restraint), 342 
(wrongful confinement), 
505 (intent to cause hurt) 
and 506 (criminal intimida¬ 
tion) of Indian Penal Code 
was registered at Neemrana 
police station. 

Intelligence agencies 

Bhiwadi Superintendent of 
Police Amandeep Singh Ka¬ 
poor told The Hindu on 
Thursday that the police 
were scrutinising the Kash¬ 
miri student’s mobile 


phone, laptop and social 
media accounts and had 
searched his rented accom¬ 
modation. He said the intelli¬ 
gence agencies were also in¬ 
quiring into the matter and 
would independently inter¬ 
rogate the youth. 

‘Took his for ATM thief’ 

Mr. Kapoor said the mob 
grew suspicious of Mr. Faiz’s 
movements as he was attired 
in a woman’s clothes while 
coming out of an ATM kiosk. 
“The people who overpo¬ 
wered him probably thought 
that he was trying to hack 
the ATM machine,” he said. 

No person has been ar¬ 
rested so far on the com¬ 
plaint lodged by the student 
and nothing suspicious 
found from the latter, ac¬ 
cording to police sources. 
Mr. Faiz is a final-year stu¬ 
dent of BTech (Aeronautical 
Engineering). 


2 live-stream 
death on 
social media 

PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

SANGRUR 

A young man and a woman 
shot themselves dead here, 
streaming their death live 
on social media, police said 
on Thursday. 

The alleged incident 
took place at Gujjran vil¬ 
lage, about four kilometres 
away from Dirba town of 
Sangrur district, on Wed¬ 
nesday night, police said. 

Their bodies were found 
in the fields, police said. 

The cause for the ex¬ 
treme step is not clear. 
Both were unmarried and 
their families denied hav¬ 
ing information about any 
possible relationship bet¬ 
ween them, police said. 

The woman was a stu¬ 
dent of BA (final year) 
while the man was a Class 
XII passout. 

Suicide prevention hel¬ 
pline: Sanjivini, Society for 
Mental Health, Telephone: 
011-4076 9002 , Monday- 
Saturday , 10 a.m. -7.30 
p.m. 



Punjab govt, puts on hold 
implementation of MV Act 

Old penalty to continue until a decision is taken: Minister 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

CHANDIGARH 

The Punjab government on 
Thursday put on hold imple¬ 
mentation of the amended 
Motor Vehicles Act in the 
State. 

State Transport Minister 
Razia Sultana in an official 
press release said old penal¬ 
ty would continue to be 
charged for traffic-related 
violations until “a decision 
was taken on the implemen¬ 
tation of the amended Act”. 

‘Huge penalties’ 

Admitting that traffic rule 
violations were a major 
cause of road accidents, for 
which violators must be 
punished, the Minister said 
at the same time “people 
must not be burdened with 
huge penalties”. 

“In a welfare state like In¬ 
dia, the idea behind such 
kind of penalties was to de¬ 
ter people from violating 


In a welfare State 
like India, the idea 
behind such land 
ofpenaltieswasto 
deter people from 
violating traffic 
rules, not to 
augment the State 
treasury 

RAZIA SULTANA 
Transport Minister 

traffic rules, not to increase 
the State treasury,” the Mi¬ 
nister said, adding that the 
government would soon 
take a call on this. 

Spelling out the initiatives 
taken by the State govern¬ 
ment to tackle traffic-related 
violations, the Minister said 
the department had recently 
decided to equip the traffic 
police with e-challan ma¬ 
chines. 

A decision to establish a 
road safety secretariat had 
also been taken, which 
would keep an eye on vehic- 





ular traffic all across the 
State and be responsible for 
ensuring compliance of road 
safety norms, she said. 

A few days ago, Punjab 
Additional Director General 
of Police (Traffic) S.S. Chau- 
han had said that the State 
government would soon call 
a meeting of all stakeholders 
with regard to implementa¬ 
tion of the amended Act. 

Parliament in July had 
passed the Motor Vehicles 
(Amendment) Bill, 2019, 
which seeks to tighten road 
traffic regulations. 



Jaipur violence 



Nine persons, most of them policemen, were injured in Jaipur on Thursday during violence triggered by a fatal axe attack on a 
hawker, ■rohitjain paras 


Batala blast was a result of 
cumulative faults: official 



Grief stricken: Kin of those killed being consoled by relatives 
during the last rites of the blast victims. ■ akhilesh kumar 


VIKAS VASUDEVA 

BATALA 

Inconsolable family mem¬ 
bers of those who died in the 
blast at the Batala firecrack¬ 
er factory started pouring in 
at the crematorium on 
Thursday even as the anger 
against the local administra¬ 
tion was palpable. 

The incident, which ac¬ 
cording to officials was a re¬ 
sult of “multiple lapses”, has 
not just left the family mem¬ 
bers of the victims but also 
local residents furious. 

Since morning, Manjeet 
Singh has been running 
from one hospital to another 
with the hope of finding the 
body of his 50-year-old elder 
brother Satnam Singh, who 
was killed in the blast. 

“I saw the picture of (the 
dead body) of my brother in 
a newspaper and on What- 
sApp. He came from Amrit¬ 
sar only yesterday to work 
here at the factory. Since 
morning I have been trying 


to search for him but with¬ 
out any luck. The hospital 
staff here says the body is 
not at this hospital. Where 
do I go?” asked Manjeet, 
who drives an autorickshaw 
in Amritsar and has been 
camping at Batala’s Civil 
Hospital. 

Deputy Commissioner Vi- 
pul Ujwal told The Hindu: 
“We are trying to find the 
fault. Such kind of accident 


is a result of cumulative 
faults and not because of the 
involvement of any single 
person... Multiple lapses at 
multiple levels over a pro¬ 
longed period of time... So 
now we have to go out and 
find out who are these multi¬ 
ple stakeholders.” 

As many as 23 people 
died in the deadly explosion 
at the fireworks factory on 
Thursday. 


Man beaten 
to death over 
mo food bill 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

BHADOHI (U.P.) 

A 25-year-old man was bea¬ 
ten to death by a hotel 
owner and its waiters fol¬ 
lowing a dispute over a bill 
of mo in Uttar Pradesh’s 
Bhadohi district, police 
said on Thursday. 

Suraj Singh and Vishal 
Dubey were beaten up 
with rods on Wednesday 
after they got into an argu¬ 
ment with Gurmail Singh 
over their dinner bill. Su¬ 
perintendent of Police 
Ram Badan Singh said. 

Though Mr. Dubey man¬ 
aged to flee, Mr. Singh was 
caught and thrashed. He 
succumbed to his injuries, 
the SP said. The incident 
took place at Sardar Dhab- 
ha near Mahrajganj. 

The hotel’s owner, Gur¬ 
mail Singh, and his son Su- 
rendra Singh have been ar¬ 
rested, while two waiters 
of the hotel are at large, 
police said. 


Haryana protester breathes last 

Rajesh had immolated himself as his sons were jobless 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

CHANDIGARH 

A man, who set himself afire 
in Rathdhana village of Soni- 
pat district last month when 
Chief Minister Manohar Lai 
Khattar’s ‘Jan Ashirwad Ya- 
tra’ was passing through the 
area, died at a Rohtak hospi¬ 
tal on Thursday, said 
officials. 

Rajesh succumbed to his 
injuries at the Post-Graduate 
Institute of Medical Sciences 
(PGIMS), Rohtak, they said. 
After setting himself 


aflame on August 26, Rajesh 
had told reporters that he 
took the extreme step be¬ 
cause his son was jobless 
despite having been “as¬ 
sured” of employment when 
he had met the Chief Minis¬ 
ter earlier. 

The yatra was nearing a 
halt in Sonipat district when 
the man doused himself 
with some inflammable ma¬ 
terial nearby and set himself 
on fire, police had said. 

Haryana Minister and BJP 
MLA from Sonipat, Kavita 


Jain had said that when the 
yatra reached the village, 
they saw a man engulfed in 
flames after which security 
officials were asked to rush 
to his help. 

Referred to PGIMS 

The seriously injured person 
was referred to PGIMS hospi¬ 
tal, police said. 

Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh had flagged off the Jan 
Ashirwad Yatra for the As¬ 
sembly polls in Haryana, 
from Kallca on August 18. 


Man stumbles upon 
treasure while digging 

But police say he can’t keep it 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

HARDOI (U.P.) 

A man digging the founda¬ 
tions for his home here on 
Thursday stumbled upon a 
treasure trove of jewellery 
worth atleast Z25 lakh, but 
the police say he can’t keep 
it. 

The police seized the je¬ 
wellery - 650 gm of gold 
and 4.53 kg of silver orna¬ 
ments - as it appeared to be 
over 100 years old and 
could be of archaeological 
significance, Hardoi Supe¬ 
rintendent of Police Alok 
Priyadarshi said. 

‘No relevant papers’ 

“It was seized as the person 
in whose possession it was 
found had no relevant pap¬ 
ers,” said Mr. Priyadarshi. 

The police learn about 
the jewellery after informa¬ 


tion about the find spread in 
the village. 

The man, who found the 
jewellery, first denied the in¬ 
cident but later admitted 
having unearthed it, they 
said. 

Treasure Trove Act 

Any jewellery or costly item 
dug out from earth is legally 
termed “treasure” and is go¬ 
verned by the Indian Trea¬ 
sure Trove Act, 1878. 

Under Section 4 of the 
Act, the finder of a “trea¬ 
sure” is supposed to apprise 
the district revenue officer 
either on his own or on re¬ 
ceiving a notice. 

The finder is also re¬ 
quired to deposit his find 
either with the district reve¬ 
nue officials or undertake to 
produce it before authori¬ 
ties when required. 


Three of family held for 
‘honour killing’ in U.P. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

GHAZIABAD 

In a suspected case of ho¬ 
nour killing, three members 
of a family were arrested in 
Jalalabad Dehat village of 
Shamli on Wednesday for 
killing a woman, whose bo¬ 
dy was found in the bushes 
on September 2. 

The police said Niyamat 
Ali, his son Sharafat and his 
son-in-law Sharafat were ar¬ 
rested for murdering Gul- 
shafa, 20, as she was in love 
with a boy against the fami¬ 


ly’s wishes. 

SP Abhay Kumar said the 
accused had confessed that 
they strangulated Gulshafa 
as she ruined the family’s 
reputation. “The post-mor¬ 
tem report showed strangu¬ 
lation marks. We also reco¬ 
vered her mobile which 
showed that she was in a re¬ 
lationship with another boy 
of the same community. The 
family doubted her charac¬ 
ter and said that this was 
coming in the way of her 
getting married,” he said. 
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Jagannath temple row: BJP says 
Odisha govt, ‘bulldozing heritage’ 


Administration announces second rehabilitation plan for those facing eviction 


STAFF REPORTER 

BHUBANESWAR 

The controversy over demoli¬ 
tion of mutts around Shree Ja¬ 
gannath Temple, Puri, raged 
on Thursday with the Opposi¬ 
tion BJP accusing the Naveen 
Patnaik government of indis¬ 
criminately bulldozing struc¬ 
tures having archaeological 
value without any 
consultation. 

Union Petroleum and Nat¬ 
ural Gas Minister Dharmen- 
dra Pradhan and BJP spokes¬ 
person Sambit Patra, who 
had unsuccessfully contested 
from the Puri Lok Sabha seat 
recently, met the Shankara- 
charya of Puri, Swami Nis- 
chalananda Saraswati, in the 
wake of stiff resistance to the 
demolition move from mutt 
officials and seers of Akhil 
Bharatiya Sant Samiti. 

“There is an attempt to 
wipe out the mutt culture. At¬ 
tempts are also being made 
to get rid of religious and spir¬ 





The Puri administration had started demolition of structures 
falling within 75 metres of Shree Jagannath Temple following 
a decision of the State Cabinet. ■ file photo: biswaranjan rout 


itual leadership and bring so¬ 
ciety under secular gover¬ 
nance,” said the Puri 
Shankaracharya. 

e No consultation’ 

Mr. Patra who held discus¬ 
sions with Harinarayan Das, 
the head of Bada Akhada 
Mutt facing demolition, said 
the mutt culture was in no 
way different from the tem¬ 


ple tradition and consulta¬ 
tion should have taken place 
before the administration go¬ 
ing ahead with the drive. 

Meanwhile, the State go¬ 
vernment on Thursday an¬ 
nounced a rehabilitation plan 
for individuals and institu¬ 
tions facing eviction - the se¬ 
cond one in five days. 

Mr. Patnaik reviewed the 
progress of re-development 


plan of Puri here at Lokseba 
Bhawan and granted three 
new projects. 

Under Augmentation of 
Basic Amenities and Develop¬ 
ment of Heritage and Archi¬ 
tecture scheme at Puri, the 
heritage security zone, which 
falls within 75 metre-radius of 
the Jagannath Temple, will be 
developed keeping its reli¬ 
gious sanctity, culture and 
heritage value in mind. An 
expert panel will be set up to 
monitor the work on various 
disciplines such as temple ar¬ 
chitecture, art, heritage and 
conservation architecture, 
art history, arboriculture and 
Shree Jagannath Culture. 

The government an¬ 
nounced that it will build a li¬ 
brary at a cost of ?25 crore in 
a portion of land where the 
12th-century Emar Mutt had 
been razed. It also an¬ 
nounced housing projects for 
people who would be losing 
their dwelling units. 



One of the residential buildings which collapsed in Kolkata's 
Bowbazar area due to ongoing metro work. ■ pti 


Kolkata collapse: more 
residents shifted out 

Affected families to get T5 lakh each’ 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

ICOLKATA 

As residents from more 
houses were evacuated in 
Kolkata’s Bowbazar area on 
Thursday, city’s mayor Fir- 
had Hakim said that recon¬ 
struction and removal of de¬ 
bris of houses will start only 
after the Kolkata Metro Rail¬ 
way Corporation Limited 
(KMRCL) provides a soil sta¬ 
bility certificate. 

Over 350 residents from 
Durga Pituary Lane and Sak- 
rapara Lane have already 
been provided alternative 
accommodation. Almost half 
a dozen houses collapsed in 
the area after the tunnel bor¬ 
ing work of East West Metro 
Corridor hit a water reser¬ 
voir on Sunday, leading to 
water seepage and ground 
subsidence. 

“The KMRCL will have to 


give a certification from a re¬ 
cognised organisation that 
the ground is no longer col¬ 
lapsing. Only then will the 
KMC [Kolkata Municipal Cor¬ 
poration] give the permis¬ 
sion for removing the debris 
and repairing the damage,” 
Mr. Hakim said. 

Among those affected due 
to the metro work was Minis¬ 
ter of State for Parliamentary 
Affairs Tapas Roy, who had 
to leave his apartment in the 
neighbourhood on Thursday 
and take refuge in a govern¬ 
ment accommodation. 

The KMRCL, in a press 
statement, said it will release 
^5 lakh to each family which 
had to evacuate the area sud¬ 
denly. The metro authorities 
also assured that they would 
reconstruct the buildings 
that have collapsed or suf¬ 
fered damage. 


HC to hear 
Mukul Roy’s 
anticipatory 
bail plea today 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

ICOLKATA 

The Calcutta High Court on 
Friday will hear an antici¬ 
patory bail plea of BJP lead¬ 
er Mukul Roy in a case of al¬ 
leged payout for a railway 
panel membership. His 
protection from arrest will 
expire on Thursday 
midnight. 

A Division Bench of Jus¬ 
tices S. Munshi and S. Das- 
gupta, before whom Mr. 
Roy’s anticipatory bail plea 
was mentioned on Thurs¬ 
day, directed that it will 
hear the petition on Friday. 

Mr. Roy was granted a 
week-long protection from 
arrest by Justice Munshi on 
August 29. The BJP leader 
had moved the High Court 
seeking anticipatory bail in 
a case of cheating filed by 
Santu Ganguly against Ba- 
ban Ghosh, who claims to 
be a local BJP labour wing 
leader. 

Mr. Ganguly alleged in 
the FIR that Mr. Ghosh had 
taken Mr. Roy’s name while 
assuring him a member¬ 
ship in the Zonal Railway 
Users Consultative Com¬ 
mittee and took several 
lakhs of rupees as bribe 
from him. 
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NGO works with govt, to alleviate anaemia among kids 

Swades Foundation tests children for anaemia in six blocks in Raigad district, starts them on supplements 



Check-up: A volunteer tests the haemoglobin levels of 
a child at a school, ■special arrangement 


JYOTI SHELAR 

MUMBAI 

In a unique initiative, a non¬ 
profit organisation is help¬ 
ing the State government 
identify anaemic children 
and start them on the re¬ 
quired supplements. 
Swades Foundation has 
been working in this area in 
six blocks of Raigad district 
over the past few years. 
With a new Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) 
signed with the State, the 
foundation is all set to ex¬ 
pand its work in other areas. 

Anaemia is a condition 
wherein one lacks healthy 
red blood cells to carry 
adequate oxygen to the bo¬ 
dy’s tissues. Anaemic chil¬ 
dren, therefore, are weak, 
fatigued and unable to grow 
to their full potential. While 
iron deficiency is one of the 
major triggers, the govern¬ 
ment already has a preven¬ 
tive programme under 


which iron supplements are 
distributed in schools every 
week. “But despite these 
supplements, many chil¬ 
dren continue to be anaem¬ 
ic. The main reason is they 
don’t eat wholesome, nutri¬ 
tious meals at home. Their 
diet largely consists of rice 
and dried fish in this region, 
and there is no intake of lea¬ 
fy vegetables and other nu¬ 


trient-rich vegetables. Ragi 
is widely grown in the area 
but they don’t consume it,” 
Neeta Harmalkar, general 
manager, health, Swades 
Foundation, said. 

To plug this gap, the 
foundation has been testing 
haemoglobin levels of all 
schoolchildren once a year. 
“Children with severely low 
haemoglobin are referred to 


the rural hospital where 
they are put on injections 
and are also given blood 
transfusions. They are mon¬ 
itored until the levels are 
normal. Children with mild 
and moderate haemoglobin 
levels are put on a daily 
dose of 45 mg iron supple¬ 
ments for 60 to 90 days,” 
Ms. Harmalkar said. 

While the government 
provides the medication, 
the foundation provides the 
testing machine, kits and 
training, and helps create 
awareness among parents 
and teachers, which is cru¬ 
cial. The therapeutic man¬ 
agement of anaemia is fo¬ 
cussed on schoolchildren in 
the age group of five to 16. 
Till August, the foundation 
has tested 43,578 children, 
of whom 16,129 were found 
to be anaemic. Of the 5,518 
children who have complet¬ 
ed treatment so far, 75% 
have been cured of anaemia 


and nearly 10% have shown 
progress in their haemoglo¬ 
bin levels. At present nearly 
2,000 children are under 
treatment. 

Collaborative approach 

Founded by Ronnie and Za¬ 
rina Screwvala in 2013, 
Swades Foundation looks at 
a problem with a 360-degree 
view. “When we talk about 
health, we have to look at 
clean drinking water, access 
to toilets and all other such 
issues in the backdrop,” Ms. 
Screwvala said. Problems in 
rural Maharashtra are com¬ 
plex and need a collabora¬ 
tive effort, she said. “One 
cannot work in isolation. We 
are working strategically 
with the government to 
create sustainable solutions 
and eco-systems that can 
function on their own.” 

The MoU, signed on Au¬ 
gust 27, enables the founda¬ 
tion to work across the 


State. “We have already ex¬ 
panded our work to the se¬ 
venth block, which is Sud- 
hagad,” Ms. Screwvala said. 
The six blocks that the foun¬ 
dation has been working in 
covered 2,000 villages in 
Mangaon, Mahad, Mhasla, 
Poladpur, Shrivardhan and 
Tala. Besides anaemia, the 
foundation works in the 
field of eye care and paedia¬ 
tric cardiac care. It has car¬ 
ried out over 14,500 cata¬ 
ract surgeries and 
distributed over 78,800 
spectacles till date. 

Dr. Anup Yadav of the Di¬ 
rectorate of Health Services, 
Maharashtra, said the go¬ 
vernment realises the po¬ 
tential of public-private 
partnerships to offer holistic 
health services. “With the 
aim of taking this forward 
and encouraging NGOs’ par¬ 
ticipation, we have signed 
an MoU with Swades Foun¬ 
dation,” he said. 


MNS on silent 
mode over 
campaign 
against EVMs 

ALOK DESHPANDE 

MUMBAI 

A month after announcing 
a door-to-door campaign 
against EVMs, the Maha¬ 
rashtra Navnirman Sena 
(MNS) seems to have gone 
silent on the issue. 

Party members have de¬ 
nied that its silence has 
anything to do with MNS 
chief Raj Thackeray being 
questioned by the Enforce¬ 
ment Directorate (ED) on 
August 22. Mr. Thackeray 
has said the ED grilling him 
would not stop him from 
speaking out against the 
government. 

When asked about the 
campaign, senior MNS 
leader Anil Shidore said, 
“We have not let go of it. 
Yes, the door-to-door cam¬ 
paign which Mr. Thackeray 
had originally thought has 
not been launched yet, but 
it won’t be appropriate to 
link this with the ED 
probe,” he said. 

On Thursday, MNS lead¬ 
er and former MLA Nitin 
Sardesai was called for 
questioning by the ED in 
the ongoing probe into mo¬ 
ney laundering charges in 
the IL&FS case. Mr. Sarde¬ 
sai is Mr. Thackeray’s 
partner in Matoshri con¬ 
struction company. 

While Mr. Shidore 
blamed floods and the 
need for planning as caus¬ 
es for the delay, sources in 
the party said they are 
awaiting instructions from 
their leader. “There have 
been no instructions on 
how to go forward with the 
campaign since the probe,” 
said one leader from Mum¬ 
bai. He said the ED is being 
used by the ruling party to 
silence the opposition. 

Mr Thackeray had also 
said he would address par¬ 
ty workers about the ED’s 
questioning, but for the 
last 12 days there has been 
no communication with 
party workers. 



Rushing for cover 


Drenched: Pedestrians and motorists are caught in a spell of heavy rain in Nagpur on Thursday, -s. sudarshan 


A day after threatening to quit Congress, 
Harshvardhan Patil goes incommunicado 


Party says decision on Indapur seat not yet final, NCP’s Sule says ready for talks 


UPS Madan 
takes over as 
State Election 
Commissioner 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

MUMBAI 

Retired bureaucrat UPS 
Madan on Thursday took 
over as the 6th State Elec¬ 
tion Commissioner of 
Maharashtra. 

Mr. Madan replaces J.S. 
Saharia, who has complet¬ 
ed his five-year tenure in 
the top post at the State 
Election Commission. Mr. 
Madan, a 1983-batch IAS of¬ 
ficer, has held various im¬ 
portant posts during his 
decades-long career, in¬ 
cluding that of Maharash¬ 
tra Chief Secretary. 

The former bureaucrat 
has a long experience in 
the administration having 
worked as a zilla parishad 
CEO, district collector, ad¬ 
ditional chief secretary. 
State electoral officer, 
MMRDA commissioner 
and MHADA CEO before 
becoming the Chief 
Secretary. 

Mr. Madan retired ear¬ 
lier this year. Mr. Saharia’s 
term ended on September 
4, a SEC statement said. 


ALOK DESHPANDE 

MUMBAI 

A day after hinting that he 
may quit the Congress and 
join the Bharatiya Janata Par¬ 
ty (BJP), senior Congress 
leader and former minister 
Harshvardhan Patil on 
Thursday remained out of 
reach of Congress and Na¬ 
tionalist Congress Party 
(NCP) leaders, despite sever¬ 
al attempts to contact him. 

Mr. Patil had criticised the 
NCP in a rally on Wednesday. 

State Congress president 
Balasaheb Thorat said “We 
have not been able to con¬ 
tact Harshvardhan Patil Even 
[NCP president] Sharad Pa- 
war does not want him to 
join the BJP. He is positive.” 
Mr. Thorat said Mr. Patil 
might be unhappy since he 
was promised the Indapur 
Assembly seat, currently 



Harshvardhan Patil 


held by the NCP, during the 
Lok Sabha poll campaign. 

Former Chief Minister 
Ashok Chavan, who was in 
Delhi, told reporters he had 
been unable to reach Mr. Pa¬ 
til. “There has been no deci¬ 
sion on the Indapur seat. On 
the contrary, talks with Pa- 
war saheb are positive (re¬ 
garding exchange of the 
seat). I tried to contact Mr. 


Patil, but could not reach 
him,” Mr. Chavan said. He 
was in Delhi to attend meet¬ 
ings of senior Congress lead¬ 
ers from the State and the 
screening committee for the 
Assembly polls. 

Supriya Sule, the NCP MP 
from Baramati, which in¬ 
cludes the Indapur Assemb¬ 
ly segment, said there has 
been no discussion regard¬ 
ing the seat. “The NCP is not 
going to stretch for the Inda¬ 
pur seat. Both parties are en¬ 
tering talks with a list of all 
288 seats. This does not 
mean that the list has been fi¬ 
nalised. If [Mr. Patil] has 
complaints against the NCP, I 
am ready for a discussion,” 
she said. 

Ms. Sule said she had met 
the Congress leader three 
days ago, but he had been in¬ 
communicado on Thursday. 


“I have left a message for him 
with an important person. I 
was not startled, but was sad¬ 
dened by his comments 
about the NCP,” she said. 

Mr Patil, in a rally of his 
supporters on Wednesday, 
criticised the NCP for not va¬ 
cating the Indapur seat des¬ 
pite it being promised to him 
in the Lok Sabha poll cam¬ 
paign. The NCP’s Dattatraya 
Bharne defeated Mr. Patil 
from the constituency in 
2014, when both parties con¬ 
tested separately. 

Meanwhile, the screening 
committee of the Congress 
for the Assembly polls met in 
Delhi on Thursday. Accord¬ 
ing to Leader of Opposition 
in Assembly Vijay Vadetti- 
war, the party has finalised 
the first list of 60 candidates 
and is likely to declare it by 
September 10. 


Patil suggests 
nephew for 
Kolhapur South 

Sena MP Mandlik backs Congressman 


SHQU MOJIT BANERJEE 

PUNE 

Senior Congress leader and 
former minister Satej ‘Bun- 
ty’ Patil said on Thursday 
his nephew Ruturaj would 
be the Congress’s candidate 
for the Kolhapur South As¬ 
sembly seat. 

Mr. Patil, an MLC and the 
son of educationist and pol¬ 
itician D.Y. Patil, made the 
announcement at a meeting 
of his supporters in Kolha¬ 
pur. “There is no need to 
worry about leaders leaving 
the Congress and the NCP. 
The common people are 
still with us,” Mr. Patil said. 

Interestingly, Sanjay Man¬ 
dlik, the newly elected Shiv 
Sena MP of Kolhapur, was 
also present at the meeting, 
emphatically voicing his 
support for Ruturaj. 

Mr. Patil and Mr. Mandlik 
are both avowed adversaries 
of the powerful Mahadik fa¬ 
mily and especially Dhanan- 
jay Mahadik, the former Na¬ 
tionalist Congress Party 
(NCP) MP from Kolhapur 
who recently joined the BJP. 

Mr. Patil has a history of 


political rivalry with the Ma¬ 
hadik clan. After winning 
the Kolhapur South seat 
twice in 2004 and 2009, Mr. 
Patil was defeated by Mr. 
Mahadik’s cousin, Amal. Ho¬ 
wever, the Congressman 
managed to win the Legisla¬ 
tive Council seat in 2015 by 
defeating Amal’s father, 
Mahadevrao. 

Mr. Patil refused to cam¬ 
paign for Mr. Mahadik in the 
general election, campaign¬ 
ing for Mr. Mandlik instead. 
This resulted in the NCP 
leader losing to Mr. Mandlik. 

“In return, Mr. Mandlik is 
endorsing Ruturaj’s candi¬ 
dacy for Kolhapur South. 
Mr. Patil and Mr. Mandlik 
are motivated by a common 
desire to defeat Amal Maha¬ 
dik [sitting BJP MLA from 
Kolhapur South],” a Kolha¬ 
pur-based analyst said. 

Meanwhile, former State 
minister Prakash Awade quit 
as the Kolhapur Congress 
president, allegedly unhap¬ 
py at the party’s stand on 
the abrogation of Article 
370. Mr. Path’s name is do¬ 
ing the rounds for the post. 


State gets first electric bus, Shivaee, for intercity services 

Foundation stone laid for MSRTC’s ambitious redevelopment plan for Mumbai Central depot 



Shivaee enters Mumbai Central depot after being inaugurated 
by Uddhav Thackeray on Thursday. ■ emmanual yogini 


AJEET MAHALE 

MUMBAI 

The Maharashtra State Road 
Transport Corporation 
(MSRTC) inducted its first 
electric bus on Thursday 
called Shivaee. Shiv Sena 
chief Uddhav Thackeray, 
who inaugurated the bus, 
said it was a matter of pride 
that Maharashtra was the 
first State to have an electric 
bus on intercity routes. 

The bus can run for 300 
km on one charge and takes 
between one and five hours 
for a full charge. The fare will 
be between that charged for 
the Shivshahi service and the 
premium Shivneri. 

MSRTC vice chairman and 
managing director Ranjeet 
Singh Deol said they haven’t 


finalised the routes. “Fifty 
buses will come soon. All will 
be procured on wet lease. 
We will discuss with the op¬ 
erator on the routes they can 
ply,” he said. 


Mr. Thackeray also laid 
the foundation stone for the 
ambitious redevelopment of 
the Mumbai Central depot 
and MSRTC’s head offices. 
MSRTC plans to build a 49- 


storey building and redesign 
the depot. The first eight 
floors will be used for park¬ 
ing, while administrative of¬ 
fices will be housed between 
floors nine and 14. The rest 
will be rented to other go¬ 
vernment departments. 

Mr. Deol said the design is 
as per the FSI they have. “We 
will not lease the extra space 
to private entities. We will 
give it only to government 
departments and agencies,” 
he said. 

The project will be built 
by the MSRTC and the tran¬ 
sport department and will 
not involve any private 
players. The estimated cost 
of the building will be 
around ^468.12 crore and the 
corporation expects around 


H6.17 crore as rent from the 
35 floors. “We are working 
on the tender specifications. 
The tenders will soon be 
floated,” he said. 

MSRTC also unveiled a 
plan to redevelop a 10-acre 
plot in Kurla, which houses 
some administrative offices 
and a workshop. 

The redevelopment is be¬ 
ing done through a public- 
private partnership with 
Eduspark International Priv¬ 
ate Limited. The latter will 
redevelop the offices and 
workshop, and build two 12- 
storey buildings for staff 
quarters. The remaining 
land will be used for a 
school, where 50 seats will 
be reserved for children of 
MSRTC employees. 
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Provide security to 
Muthoot staff, says HC 

KOCHI 

A Division Bench of the 
Kerala High Court on 
Thursday directed the police 
to ensure that willing staff of 
Muthoot Finance Limited's 
various branches in Kottayam 
and Ernakulam districts were 
allowed to enter the branch 
offices and work. The Non¬ 
banking and Private Finance 
Employees' Association 
(CITU) and the CITU State 
unit were stopping them 
from entering their offices by 
use of force, Muthoot branch 
managers said in a petition. 

Lookout notices issued 
for UNA office-bearers 

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 

The Crime Branch of the 
Kerala police has declared 
United Nurses Association 
president Jasmin Shah a 
fugitive from the law. It has 
issued a lookout notice for 
Mr. Shah and three associates 
in connection with a case 
relating to large-scale 
misappropriation and illegal 
diversion of funds collected 
for trade union purposes from 
nurses. Mr. Shah had 
successfully spearheaded a 
series of agitations to better 
the working conditions and 
wages of nurses. 

Court to hear Navayuga 
plea on September 12 

VIJAYAWADA 

The Andhra Pradesh High 
Court on Thursday adjourned 
to September 12 the hearing 
on a petition filed by 
Navayuga Engineering 
Company Limited (NECL) 
directory. Ramesh against 
the cancellation of the 
Machilipatnam port 
concession agreement. 

NECL advocates told the 
court that the government 
was not supposed to cancel 
the agreement after the 
company had incurred a huge 
expenditure and was not 
given possession of the land. 


VIP darshan ticket 
may cost £20,000 

TTD likely to open exclusive counter 


Shivakumar’s aides asked to 
appear for questioning by ED 

Agency assures Karnataka HC that they will not be arrested till September 17 



Unfazed: Supporters of former Minister D.K. Shivakumar 
staging a protest in Ramanagaram. -special arrangement 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

BENGALURU 

The Enforcement Directo¬ 
rate (ED) on Thursday as¬ 
sured a Division Bench of the 
High Court of Karnataka that 
it will not arrest till Septem¬ 
ber 17, the three associates of 
former Minister D.K. Shiva¬ 
kumar if they appear before 
the investigation officer for 
questioning as per the sum¬ 
mons issued to them. 

The assurance was given 
to the Division Bench com¬ 
prising Chief Justice Abhay 
Shreeniwas Oka and Justice 
Mohammad Nawaz during 
the hearing of the appeals - 
filed by Sunil Kumar Shar- 
ma, Sachin Narayan, and An- 
janeya Hanumanthaiah - 
challenging the single judge 
order of August 29, 2019, 
that had rejected their plea 
against ED summons issued 
in January. 

The ED contended that 
the appeals were not main¬ 
tainable before a Division 
Bench while counsel for the 
appellants argued that the 
appeals were maintainable, 
upon which the Bench said it 


would have to decide the is¬ 
sue of jurisdiction to hear 
the appeals. 

Noting that the appellants 
were not summoned during 
the pendency of their peti¬ 
tions, the Bench asked the 
ED what it proposed to do 
during the pendency of the 
appeals, as counsel for the 
appellants said fresh sum¬ 
mons were issued after the 
dismissal of their petitions. 
ED’s counsel then sought 20 


minutes to get instructions 
from officials, and told the 
Bench that the appellants 
would not be arrested for a 
week or 10 days if they ap¬ 
peared before the ED. 

Advocates for the appel¬ 
lants said their interests 
would be prejudiced if they 
were to appear before the 
ED, which was likely to ques¬ 
tion them along with Mr. Shi¬ 
vakumar, who is in the agen¬ 
cy’s custody. The Bench said 


Ramanagaram 
shuts down 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MANDYA 

Ramanagaram district came 
to a standstill for the 
second day on Thursday in 
response to a bandh called 
by supporters of Congress 
leader D.K. Shivakumar 
against his arrest. They 
staged protests at around 
50 places. All educational 
institutions remained shut. 
Buses remained off roads. 


such an apprehension was 
uncalled for as their appeals 
were pending before the 
court. The hearing was ad¬ 
journed till September 16. 

The appellants face a cri¬ 
minal case filed by the In¬ 
come Tax Department for 
evasion of IT, submission of 
false tax statement, and al¬ 
leged transport of unac¬ 
counted money belonging to 
Mr. Shivakumar through ha- 
wala channels. 


G.P. S HUKLA 

TIRUMALA 

The Tirumala Tirupati De- 
vasthanams (TTD) is likely 
to peg the cost of each VIP 
darshan ticket at £20,000, 
which devotees can buy 
without any recommenda¬ 
tion from any VIP. 

The main intention be¬ 
hind the proposal is to mo¬ 
bilise funds for the newly 
floated Sri Venkateswara 
Alaya Nirmana (SRIVANI) 
Trust under which the TTD 
desires to take up construc¬ 
tion of temples of Lord Ven¬ 
kateswara at all important 
cities and towns across the 
country. 

Open to all 

Highly informed sources 
have confirmed that a coun¬ 
ter will be exclusively set up 
for the issue of VIP tickets 
and devotees will be free to 
avail any number of tickets 
of their choice by tendering 
the cost. 

It will be an open-to-all fa¬ 
cility and no kind of recom¬ 
mendation will be enter¬ 
tained in the process. 

Devotees purchasing the 


VIP tickets across the coun¬ 
ters will be extended all 
courtesies which include 
priority in the darshan, ac¬ 
commodation and laddus. 

They will be allowed 
ahead of the normal VIPs 
and will be permitted to 
have the darshan of the pre¬ 
siding deity from the closest 
quarters (from Kulasekhara 
Azhwar padi) inside the 
sanctum sanctorum, apart 
from a ‘harathi’ on a par 
with protocol dignitaries. 

Checking middlemen 

Though it was earlier 
thought to fix the cost of 
each ticket at H0,000, the 
management had second 
thoughts given the populari¬ 
ty of VIP darshan coupled 
with the fear of touts. 

The TTD is confident that 
the new proposal is sure to 
check the rampant middle¬ 
men system atop the sacred 
town and usher in more 
transparency in the issue of 
darshan tickets. 

The TTD expects an in¬ 
itial sales of 200 and 300 
tickets on average every 
day. 


Jose Tom cannot contest under KC(M) symbol 


He will have to 
fight Pala bypoll as 
an independent 

STAFF REPORTER 

KOTTAYAM 

The crisis in the Kerala Con¬ 
gress (M) ahead of its all-im¬ 
portant Pala byelection pre¬ 
cipitated further with the 
election authorities here on 
Thursday rejecting the nomi¬ 
nation of Jose Tom Pulikkun- 
nel, who sought to contest 
under the party symbol. 


With this, Mr. Pulikkunnel 
will be contesting the byelec¬ 
tion here on September 23 as 
an independent candidate of 
the United Democratic Front 
(UDF). 

Returning Officer and De¬ 
puty Collector S. Sivaprasad 
rejected Mr. Pulikkunnel’s 
nomination after taking into 
consideration an order by 
the Idukki munsif court, 
which prevented Jose K. Ma- 
ni from officiating as the 
chairman of the regional par¬ 
ty. Further, a letter handed 
over by the KC(M) working 



Jose Tom Pulikkunnel 


chairman P.J. Joseph to the 
Election Commission as well 
as the Returning officer 
against allotting the party 


symbol to Mr. Pulikkunnel, 
also proved crucial in taking 
the decision. 

“The acting chairman also 
informed us that Stephen 
George, who endorsed the 
‘B’ form of Mr. Pulikkunnel 
as an office secretary, was 
under suspension. He will 
now be allotted a symbol as 
demanded in the second set 
of nomination on a priority 
basis,” Mr. Sivaprasad said. 

Soon after the decision 
came out, Joseph Kandathil, 
the rebel candidate fielded 
by the Joseph faction, with¬ 


drew his nomination. 

Earlier in the day, the 
scrutiny of nomination by 
the election authority wit¬ 
nessed a fierce battle bet¬ 
ween the rival factions over 
the party symbol. 

The issue, which had been 
on the boil since the naming 
of Mr. Pulikkunnel as the 
UDF candidate in Pala, snow¬ 
balled into a major crisis first 
with the Joseph faction re¬ 
questing the authority to de¬ 
clare his nomination invalid 
citing the absence of a con¬ 
sent letter from the party 


working chairman. 

The group feels that Mr. 
George, who had endorsed 
Mr. Pulikkunnel’s candidacy 
in the nomination papers, 
held no official position in 
the party while the nomina¬ 
tion also failed to elaborate 
on the legal battles in the 
party. 

“We agreed on the candi¬ 
dature of Mr. Pulikkunnel on 
the condition of not allotting 
him the party symbol,” Mr. 
Joseph said. 

In all, the nominations of 
14 candidates were accepted. 



S. 


Paul Muthoot George 

HC sets aside 
life term of 
eight in Paul 
Muthoot case 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

ICOCHI 

A Division Bench of the 
Kerala High Court on 
Thursday set aside the Thi- 
ruvananthapuram CBI Spe¬ 
cial Court’s order convict¬ 
ing eight accused and 
awarding them life impri¬ 
sonment in the Paul Muth¬ 
oot George murder case. 

Paul Muthoot George, 
32, scion of the Muthoot M 
George group, was stabbed 
to death in a road rage inci¬ 
dent at Ponga on the Alap- 
puzha-Changanassery road 
on the night of August 21, 
2009. 

Nine accused were 
awarded life term and 
asked to pay a fine of 
£50,000 each by the spe¬ 
cial court. The court did 
not consider the case of se¬ 
cond accused Satheesh Ku¬ 
mar, alias ‘Kari’ Satheesh, 
who stabbed Paul George, 
as he did not file an appeal. 

The Bench of Justices 
A.M. Shaffique and N. Anil- 
lcumar passed the verdict 
while partially allowing the 
appeal filed by the eight ac¬ 
cused against the sentenc¬ 
es awarded to them by the 
lower court. 

However, the sentence 
and conviction imposed on 
the accused on charges of 
unlawful assembly and vo¬ 
luntarily causing hurt by 
dangerous weapons or 
means and other charges 
would remain in force. 


Andhra youth 
drowns in U.S. 

He left for higher studies 3 weeks ago 


Rain lashes interior Karnataka 

Bhagamandala, a pilgrim centre in Kodagu, gets a record 260 mm in 24 hours 



The flooded Bhagamandala-Napoklu Road in Kodagu on Thursday, -special arrangement 


Water level in the 
Krishna rises again 

Residents told to move to safer places 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NELLORE 

Kedarnath Reddy, 22, a na¬ 
tive of Nippon Centre here 
in Andhra Pradesh who had 
gone to the U.S. to pursue 
MS Computer Science 
course in the University of 
Texas, died when he 
drowned in the Turner Falls 
in Oklahoma on Tuesday. 

He was reportedly not 
wearing a lifejacket, reports 
reaching his family here sug¬ 
gest. 

A pall of gloom descend¬ 
ed on the house of Kedar¬ 
nath Reddy here on Thurs¬ 
day as his mother 
Umamaheswari and sister 
Vaishnavi were inconsola¬ 
ble. Only three weeks ago, 
Reddy, who had graduated 
from Sriram College of Engi¬ 
neering, Chennai, went to 
the U.S. for higher studies. 

Vaishnavi, who also got 
admission in a foreign un¬ 


iversity, preferred to conti¬ 
nue in the job she had land¬ 
ed recently. 

Reddy’s body was expect¬ 
ed to be brought here by Sa¬ 
turday, sources said. 

Dies of cardiac arrest 

Staff Reporter in Vijayawada 
writes: 

The body of a techie, 
Anand Rao Dudala, who 
died of cardiac arrest at San 
Ramon, California, U.S., 
would be brought to Hyde¬ 
rabad where his family re¬ 
sides by the early hours of 
September 7. Later, the bo¬ 
dy would be taken to Raja- 
mahendravaram for crema¬ 
tion. 

Anand was working for 
TechM on deputation for 
the last 18 months and died 
on September 1. Anand is 
survived by wife Lakshmi, 
son Pranav and daughter 
Annika. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MYSURU/CHIICKAMAGALUR 

After a brief lull, monsoon is 
active again in south interior 
Karnataka with Kodagu, Has- 
san and Chikkamagaluru dis¬ 
tricts witnessing heavy 
downpour since Wednesday, 
raising fears of another 
deluge. 

Torrential showers have 
been hammering Kodagu 
with heavy to very-heavy 
rains recorded at most plac¬ 
es. Bhagamandala, a pilgrim 
centre, recorded highest 
rainfall of 260 mm in 24 
hours ending 8.30 a.m. on 
Thursday. Heavy rains 
pounded Talacauvery, the 
birthplace of Cauvery River. 

Schools and colleges re¬ 
mained closed on Thursday 
with the district administra¬ 
tion declaring holiday as sa¬ 
fety measure with the India 
Meteorological Department 
(IMD) issuing “red alert” (in¬ 
dicating extremely heavy 
rainfall) for the district. The 


district administration had 
requested the people to be 
on alert. 

In the last 24 hours, Koda¬ 
gu recorded an average of 
99.16 mm rainfall. The water 
level at Bethri near Murnad 
has risen substantially. 

Landslips have been re¬ 


ported on Gaalibeedu-Paati- 
Kaloor Road and traffic, bar¬ 
ring light motor vehicles, 
have been banned until 
further orders. With heavy 
rain lashing its catchment 
areas, the inflow into Haran- 
gi dam has been rising since 
Wednesday. Several parts of 


Chikkamagaluru and Hassan 
districts have been receiving 
moderate to heavy rain in 
the last two days. The peo¬ 
ple, who were affected by 
the recent landslips caused 
due to heavy rains in August, 
are worried about their safe¬ 
ty once again. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

BELAGAVI 

The Belagavi district admi¬ 
nistration in Karnataka has 
issued advisories to people 
living in villages on the 
banks of the Krishna, its 
tributaries and the Mala- 
prabha not to venture into 
the river, canals or streams. 
They have been advised to 
move to safer places. 

Following heavy rains in 
the Western Ghats, Maha¬ 
rashtra has released water 
into the Krishna and its trib¬ 
utaries, Koyna and Pancha- 
ganga. The water release 
clocked 1.33 lakh cusecs in 
Kallol barrage in Karnataka 
on Thursday. It is likely to in¬ 
crease to two lakh cusecs. It 
may also increase to three 
lakh cusecs in the next two 
days, officials said. 

Deputy Commissioner 
S.B. Bommanahalli has 
asked officials to alert the re¬ 


sidents to shift to towns and 
villages at an higher alti¬ 
tude. The government will 
provide assistance to fami¬ 
lies that want to shift to safer 
places. It will also begin 
evacuation of families. 

Scientific practices 

Instructions have been gi¬ 
ven to irrigation and reve¬ 
nue authorities to take up 
scientific practices to ensure 
that dams are not burdened. 
This follows a letter from 
Daulat Desai, Deputy Com¬ 
missioner of Kolhapur, re¬ 
questing DCs of Belagavi 
and Bagalkot not to im¬ 
pound the additional inflow, 
as it could cause flooding in 
Kolhapur district. 

The district administra¬ 
tion will shift 666 persons 
from six villages if the inflow 
crosses one lakh cusecs, 
6,776 people from 12 villages 
if it crosses two lakh cusecs. 


Farmer dies while waiting in 
queue for urea in Telangana 


74-year-old woman from A.P. gives birth to twins 

Team of doctors at TVF clinic in Guntur helps elderly couple realise their dream 



Rajarao and Yerramatti Mangayamma. -t. vijaya kumar 


P. SAM UEL JONATHAN 

GUNTUR 

In a miracle of sorts in 
modern medicine, a 74- 
year-old woman gave birth 
to twin daughters at a 
private hospital in Guntur, 
Andhra Pradesh, on 
Thursday. Yerramatti 
Mangayamma realised her 
dream after doctors at an In 
Vitro Fertilisation (IVF) 
clinic performed a 
Caesarean section operation 
under the supervision of 
specialists. 

Her husband Rajarao and 
her close relatives were 
present at the hospital when 
the surgery was performed. 
The couple are from 
Draksharamam in the East 
Godavari district. 

In 2016,72-year-old 



Daljinder Kaur gave birth to 
a boy at Amritsar. 

Sanakkayala Uday 
Shankar, an IVF specialist, 
said the couple approached 
the clinic in November 2018. 
“I decided to go ahead with 
the IVF procedure after a 
team of experts, including a 
pulmonologist and 
cardiologist, confirmed that 
she had no health issues,” 
Dr. Uma Shankar told 
reporters at his clinic. 

The doctors collected 
semen from her husband, 
and using the IVF 
technique, combined it with 
the ovum of another 
woman. The treatment met 
with success during the first 
cycle itself and the woman 
conceived in January. 

“We then started 



preparing the woman under 
the close supervision of 
three teams of doctors, 
including a nutrition 
specialist, cardiologist and 
pulmonologist. We also 



assessed her vital body 
signs, including blood 
pressure and sugar, through 
20 weeks. It has been a 
planned procedure 
throughout the preparatory 



period and finally today, we 
performed the C-section 
and delivered the twin baby 
girls,” said Dr. Umashankar. 

The girls weighed 1.5 kg 
each and were put under 
observation for six hours. 

Long wait 

The couple were married on 
March 22,1962, and had 
since then been making 
rounds of hospitals. They 
were already into their 70s 
when a neighbour told them 
about the clinic in Guntur. 

A team of doctors, 
including cardiologist P.V. 
Manohar, paediatricians 
Ramesh and Radha 
Madhavi, anaesthetist 
Ramesh, and gynaecologists 
Neelima and Keerthi, 
assisted during the surgery. 



He had waited in 
vain for two days 
for the fertilizer 

R. AVA DHANI 

SIDDIPET 

A 60-year-old farmer col¬ 
lapsed and died of cardiac 
arrest while standing in a 
queue to collect urea at the 
Primary Agricultural Coop¬ 
erative Society’s (PACS) 
counter in Dubbak town 
here in Telangana on Thurs¬ 
day. The incident comes 
amidst reports of urea shor¬ 
tage in the State. 

Sources said Chervapur 
Yellaiah from the Achamayu- 
palli village in the Dubbak 
mandal, along with other 
farmers, had arrived from 
his village to collect urea for 
his farm. He had reportedly 



Farmers waiting for urea at 
Dubbak in Siddipet district 
of Telangana. ■mohdarif 


done this on Tuesday and 
Wednesday as well, but had 
to return return empty- 
handed on both days. 

After waiting for about an 
hour in the queue on Thurs¬ 
day, Yellaiah collapsed. Fel¬ 
low farmers shifted him to 
the government hospital 


where he was declared 
brought dead. 

Yellaiah is survived by 
wife and four daughters. The 
marriage of one of his 
daughters, who is differently 
abled, is yet to be per¬ 
formed. He owned two acres 
of land, and had taken two 
more on lease, and cultivat¬ 
ed cotton, maize and paddy. 

Dubbak MLA S. Ramalin- 
ga Reddy has extended im¬ 
mediate financial assistance 
ofH.2 lakh to Yellaiah’s fami¬ 
ly. Officials said there was no 
shortage of fertilizers. 

Farmers held a rasta rolco 
and dharna at the Shivampet 
mandal headquarters in the 
Medalc district, seeking urea 
supply. According to sourc¬ 
es, farmers at several places 
in Medak were seen standing 
in long queues for urea. 
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2,000 red-eared turtles 
seized at Tiruchi airport 

TIRUCHI 

Officers of the Customs Air 
Intelligence Unit seized as 
many as 2,058 red-eared 
slider turtles from a 
passenger Beer Mohamed 
Mustafa, 68, from Chennai, 
at the Tiruchi international 
airport on Thursday. Customs 
sources said the reptiles were 
smuggled from China and the 
detained passenger was 
being questioned as to which 
place in that country he had 
brought the reptiles and for 
how long they were 
concealed in the suitcase. 

Tarpaulin firms searched 
for 'cartelisation' 

NEW DELHI 

The office of the Competition 
Commission of India's 
Director General has 
conducted searches on the 
premises of some companies 
supplying tarpaulin to the 
Food Corporation of India 
(FCI) on suspicion of 
cartelisation. The searches 
were carried out in Delhi, 
Karnal, Solan, Mohali and 
Vadodara, said an official. 
Based on the information, 
searches were initiated at six 
locations by over 40 officials 
of the Commission. The FCI 
buys tarpaulin worth crores of 
rupees for safekeeping of 
stocks, mainly of wheat and 
rice procured from farmers. 

ED serves show-cause 
notice to Amnesty India 

NEW DELHI 

The Enforcement Directorate 
(ED) has served a show-cause 
notice on Amnesty 
International India Private 
Limited for alleged violation 
of the Foreign Exchange 
Management Act (FEMA) 
involving ^51.72 crore, under 
the Borrowing and Lending 
Regulations, "for rendering 
civil society activities in India 
by getting remittances from 
parent body, Amnesty 
International-UK, in the garb 
of export of services". The 
notice was sent on July 25 by 
the ED Special Director 
concerned. 


Govt, launches campaign to 
promote ‘eat right movement’ 

‘It is a crucial measure to trigger social, behavioural change’ 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

“It’s time for India to eat 
right,” said Health Minister 
Harsh Vardhan on Thursday, 
kick-starting POSHAN Maah 
2019 with a year-long social 
and mass media campaign 
on the Eat Right India move¬ 
ment. 

Leading with a tweet-a- 
day focusing on a weekly 
theme of eating right for the 
next 365 days. Dr. Vardhan 
also launched the new Eat 
Right India logo that repre¬ 
sents a healthy plate, an on¬ 
line eat right quiz and online 
course for frontline health 
workers. 

Preventive health 

Stating that the country is in 
need of a movement on pre¬ 
ventive health for all in the 
backdrop of the increasing 
burden of non-communica¬ 
ble diseases including dia¬ 
betes, hypertension and 
heart diseases, widespread 
deficiencies of vitamins and 
minerals and rampant food- 


Video shows 
university VC 
taking bribe 


SYED SAJJAD ALI 

AGARTALA 

Vice Chancellor of Tripura 
University Prof. Vijayku- 
mar Laxmikantrao Dharur- 
kar was seen accepting 
bribe to favour contracts in 
a sting operation conduct¬ 
ed by a local television 
channel ‘Vanguard News' 
on Thursday. The VC was 
allegedly demanding 10% 
of the nearly ?60 lakh 
worth printing contract. 

The VC’s office or Prof. 
Dharurkar himself, and an 
official in the public rela¬ 
tions office of the universi¬ 
ty refused to comment on 
the accusations. 


WEATHER WATCH 

RAINFALL, TEMPERATURE & AIR QUALITY IN SELECT METROS YESTERDAY 



TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/lMD (TAKEN AT 18.00 HRS) 

Forecast for Friday: Heavy to very heavy rainfall very likely at 
isolated places over Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, Vidarbha, Odisha, 
central Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, Meghalaya, coastal 
Andhra Pradesh, coastal & south Interior Karnataka, Kerala and 
Mahe. Thunderstorm accompanied with squall very likely over 
Andaman & Nicobar islands. 


CITY 

RAIN 

MAX 

MIN 

CITY 

RAIN 

MAX 

MIN 

Agartala. 


..35.0.. 

..28.0 

Kozhikode. 

... 38.4.. 

..30.0.. 

..24.0 

Ahmedabad.... 

.. 55.9.. 

..32.0.. 

..25.0 

Kurnool. 

.2.2.. 

..33.0.. 

..24.0 

Aizawl. 

.. 36.0.. 

..29.0.. 

..17.0 

Lucknow. 


..35.0.. 

..27.0 

Allahabad. 


..33.0.. 

..26.0 

Madurai. 


..39.0.. 

..27.0 

Bengaluru. 


..26.0.. 

..20.0 

Mangaluru. 

... 70.7.. 

..25.0.. 

..23.0 

Bhopal. 

.. 37.0.. 

..30.0.. 

..25.0 

Mumbai. 

. 242.2.. 

..28.0.. 

..24.0 

Bhubaneswar.. 

....9.9.. 

..30.0.. 

..24.0 

Mysuru. 

... 13.2.. 

..27.0.. 

..20.0 

Chandigarh .... 

....8.8.. 

..33.0.. 

..25.0 

New Delhi. 


..35.0.. 

..28.0 

Chennai. 

....6.8.. 

..35.0.. 

..25.0 

Patna . 


..35.0.. 

..28.0 

Coimbatore.... 

.... 1.2.. 

..31.0.. 

..23.0 

Port Blair. 

... 39.0.. 

..30.0.. 

..23.0 

Dehradun. 

....4.5.. 

..33.0.. 

..25.0 

Puducherry. 

... 18.4.. 

..34.0.. 

..23.0 

Gangtok. 

....4.3.. 

..24.0.. 

..18.0 

Pune. 

.2.7.. 

..27.0.. 

..22.0 

Goa. 

.. 91.4.. 

..26.0.. 

..23.0 

Raipur. 

.0.2.. 

..30.0.. 

..25.0 

Guwahati. 

.... 5.8.. 

..34.0.. 

..27.0 

Ranchi. 

.1.0.. 

..29.0.. 

..23.0 

Hubballi. 


..24.0.. 

..22.0 

Shillong. 

.0.8.. 

..26.0.. 

..17.0 

Hyderabad. 

.... 3.7.. 

..30.0.. 

..23.0 

Shimla. 


..23.0.. 

..17.0 

Imphal. 


..33.0.. 

..23.0 

Srinagar. 


..27.0.. 

..16.0 

Jaipur. 


..34.0.. 

..26.0 

Thiruvananthapuram. 

... 25.7.. 

..31.0.. 

..24.0 

Kochi. 

.... 8.0.. 

..30.0.. 

..26.0 

Tiruchi. 

. 

..36.0.. 

..28.0 

Kohima. 

.. 10.8.. 

..31.0.. 

..19.0 

Vijayawada. 


..34.0.. 

..26.0 

Kolkata. 

.... 1.0.. 

..32.0.. 

..27.0 

Visakhapatnam. 

... 35.3.. 

..29.0.. 

..26.0 


(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius) 

Pollutants in the air you are breathing 


Yesterday 


SO 2 NO 2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE 


.50 

.75 

.60 

.39 

.20 

.11 

.51 

106 

.67 


...68 

...79 


...59 

...73 

...21 

...30 

...89 

...13 

...22 


.211 

...32 

...30 


...38 

...22 


In observation made at 
4.00 p.m., Rohtak, Haryana 
recorded an overall air 
quality index (AQI) score of 
250 indicating a severe 
level of pollution. In 
contrast, Gulbarga, 
Karnataka recorded a 
healthy AQI score of 20. 


Ahmedabad. 62 

Bengaluru. 11 

Chennai. 10 

Delhi.8 

Hyderabad.3 

Kolkata. 10 

Lucknow.4 

Mumbai. 18 

Pune. 74 

Visakhapatnam ..- 

Air Quality Code: ■ Poor ■ Moderate ■ Good (Readings indicate average AQI) 
SO 2 : Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system, 
making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air 
particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues 
and monuments. 

NO 2 : Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by 
reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters. 

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to 
critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause 
dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death. 

PM2.5 & PMIO: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes, 
nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced 
lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature 
death in people with heart or lung disease 



Dr. Harsh Vardhan 

borne illnesses, Dr. Vardhan 
said: “The Eat Right India 
movement is a crucial pre¬ 
ventive healthcare measure 
to trigger social and beha¬ 
vioural change through a 
judicious mix of regulatory 
measures, combined with 
soft interventions for ensur¬ 
ing awareness and capacity 
building of food businesses 
and citizens alike.” 

Aligned with plans 

This movement is aligned 
with the government’s flag¬ 
ship public health pro¬ 
grammes such as POSHAN 


Abhiyaan, Anemia Mulct 
Bharat, Ayushman Bharat 
Yojana and Swachh Bharat 
Mission. 

The Food Safety and Stan¬ 
dards Authority of India 
(FSSAI) has also put in place 
robust regulatory measures 
under three major pillars: 
Eat Safe, Eat Health and Eat 
Sustainably for the 
programme. 

FSSAI has prescribed a li¬ 
mit for Total Polar Com¬ 
pounds (TPC) at 25% in 
cooking oil to avoid the 
harmful effects of reused 
cooking oil. 

The Minister said Eat 
Right India takes a holistic 
approach to food habits that 
promote health and sustain¬ 
ability. “Launching this 
movement on this platform 
with the support of stakehol¬ 
ders such as the World 
Health Organization (WHO), 
along with Ministers and de¬ 
legates from South East 
Asian countries, is a land¬ 
mark event,” noted the 
Minister. 


LCA pricing issue 
resolved, says MoD 

‘Major changes in DPP outlined’ 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The pricing issue of 83 Light 
Combat Aircraft (LCA)- 
MlclA, to be manufactured 
by the Hindustan Aeronaut¬ 
ics Limited (HAL), has been 
finalised, said Apurva Chan¬ 
dra, Director General (DG) 
(Acquisition) in the Defence 
Ministry. 

Procurement of addition¬ 
al Alcash surface-to-air mis¬ 
siles for the Indian Air Force 
(IAF), worth ?5,500 crore, 
had also been cleared by the 
Union Cabinet last week and 
it would be signed within a 
week, he stated. 

“Pricing of the LCA, 
which was under discussion 
with the costing committee, 
has been finalised two days 
back in a meeting with the 
Secretary of Defence Pro¬ 
duction. Now, discussion for 
the support package is on. 
That also should be finalised 
in a month or two,” he said 
at a seminar on the Indian 
aerospace industry. 

The Defence Acquisition 
Council (DAC) had given the 
initial clearance for the 83 
LCA-MklA aircraft in No¬ 
vember 2016. However, ne- 



Negotiations on the pricing 
of the Light Combat Aircraft 
were stuck since 2016. 

gotiations were stuck due to 
the steep price quoted by 
the HAL which, the IAF had 
said, was more than the 
price of a Su-30MKI. 

Mr. Chandra also out¬ 
lined major changes in the 
Defence Procurement Pro¬ 
cedure s and Defence Pro¬ 
curement Manual (DPM). 
There would be separate 
chapters in the DPP on ship¬ 
building and air platforms, 
and sub-committees had 
been appointed to look into 
them. ‘’We would like to 
have a separate chapter on 
Information and Communi¬ 
cation Technology (ICT) 
too,” he stated. 


This monsoon, Mumbai has got 
more rain than annual average 


TANV I DESHPANDE 

MUMBAI 

Mumbai has received more 
than 3,000 mm rainfall this 
season, way beyond its an¬ 
nual average of 2,514 mm. 
The last time this happened 
was in 2011. 

Schools and colleges re¬ 
mained closed on Thursday. 
Rain has largely abated and 
the Met Department has 
scaled down its alert from 
orange to yellow. 

The Hindu reported on 
Thursday that the city re¬ 
ceived more than the entire 
month’s rainfall in the first 
four days of September 
(496.5mm). This brings the 
total rainfall in Mumbai since 
June 1 to 3078.2 mm - 1117.3 
mm above normal. Mumbai 
has already received 122.4% 
of its annual average rainfall. 

The city received 242.2 
mm rainfall in the 24 hours 
leading up to 8.30 a.m. on 
Thursday, the second high¬ 
est in a decade. The highest 
was 303.7 mm in 2017. The 
all time record for the high¬ 
est 24-hour September rain¬ 
fall is 318.2 mm in 1981. 

According to data from 
BMC’s automated weather 
systems, some areas that re¬ 
ceived the highest rainfall 
between 3 p.m. on Tuesday 


Vikram on 
the cusp of 
lunar landing 

MADH UMATHI D.S. 

BENGALURU 

Will India’s Vikram alight 
on the moon in the wee 
hours of September 7? Will 
Chandrayaan-2 create 
space history and make us 
the first country to place a 
spacecraft on moon’s pro¬ 
mising southern polar re¬ 
gion? 

“The entire world awaits 
the data from Chan¬ 
drayaan-2,” said K.Sivan, 
Chairman of the Indian 
Space Research Organisa¬ 
tion. “Our mission will be 
giving inputs for future 
programmes” of space 
agencies such as NASA, 
which have big plans rang¬ 
ing from sending probes to 
human habitation of the 
uncharted southern polar 
region, Dr. Sivan had said 
as the spacecraft neared 
the moon. 

Prime Minister Naren- 
dra Modi will be at the Mis¬ 
sion Operations Complex- 
to watch the event as it 
happens. 


In short 
bursts 

In just 15 minutes, 
between 11.15 a.m. 
and 11.30 a.m. 
on Wednesday, 
Mumbai's 
Santacruz received 
a massive 25 mm 
of rain. Similar 
short and intense 
spells at various 
intervals may have 
led to the flooding 
of the city. Sumant 
Sen & Vignesh 
Radhakrishnan 
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A September high | The daily rainfall 
recorded (in mm) in the first five days of 
Sept, in Santacruz 
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Breaking records | In the first five 
days of September, rainfall in 
Santacruz has crossed 80% of the 
fifth-highest September rainfall 
recorded since 1959 
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High five | The five highest 24-hour 
rainfall (in mm) in September, since 
1974, in Santacruz 
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Record 

years 

for 

Sept. 

rainfall 

Sept. 

rainfall 

(in 

mm) 

% of rain 
achieved 
in the first 
five days 
of Sept. 2019 

1988 

628.2 

83.46% 

2016 

711.6 

73.68% 

2005 

744.1 

70.46% 

1981 

821 

63.86% 

1993 

904.6 

57.96% 
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Short but severe | The chart shows 
rainfall recorded every 15 minutes 
in Santacruz between 5.30 a.m. 
on September 4 and 5.30 a.m. on 
September 5 ^ 

Highest 15 minute rainfall of the day recorded in this interval 


This period recorded just 1 mm 
of rain 
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*Rainfall in a span of 24 hours ending 8.30 a.m. on Thursday is considered Thursday's rainfall by the IMD 


and 3 p.m. on Wednesday 
are Vikhroli (354 mm), Boriv- 
ali (330 mm), Marol (314 
mm), Wadala (310 mm), 
Andheri West (304 mm), 
Kandivali (303 mm) and 
Dharavi (300 mm). 

There is still a month to go 


for the monsoon season to 
end, tweeted K.S. Hosalikar, 
Deputy Director General, 
IMD, on Thursday. “As on 
date, Santacruz has received 
3078.2 mm and Colaba has 
received 2162.2 mm.” 

The IMD had issued an 


‘orange alert’ (heavy to very 
heavy rain) for Mumbai for 
Thursday, but scaled it down 
to ‘yellow alert’ (heavy rain 
at a few places). Between 
8.30 a.m. and 5.30 p.m., 
Mumbai received only 8.9 
mm rainfall. 


New traffic rules may entail 
steeper penalties, court visit 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Traffic violations after the 
implementation of the Mo¬ 
tor Vehicles Act, 2019, will 
not only have you digging 
deeper into your pockets to 
pay steeper penalties, but 
will also entail a visit to a 
court as many States are yet 
to pass an order that would 
allow police personnel to let 
off offenders after the pay¬ 
ment of the fine. 

State orders awaited 

According to the new Act, as 
many as 30 offences are 
compoundable, including 
common violations such as 
over-speeding, not wearing 
helmets and seatbelts as well 
as not restraining children 
under the age of 14, among 
others. 

However, most States are 
yet to issue an order grant¬ 
ing officers the authority to 
discharge offenders. 

As a result, regardless of 
the offence you have com¬ 
mitted, you will be given a 


Gadkari defends heavy 
fines for traffic violations 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

Minister for Road Transport 
& Highways of India Nitin 
Gadkari on Thursday de¬ 
fended hefty fines under the 
new Motor Vehicles Act, say¬ 
ing the intention was not to 
impose heavy penalties on 
people but to bring road dis¬ 
cipline for preventing loss of 
lives through accidents. 

“The government does 
not wish to fine people. The 


thing is that a time should 
come that nobody has to pay 
such fines,” said Mr. Gadkari 
on the sidelines of a con¬ 
clave here . “In the country, 
there are 5 lakh accidents 
happening each year, 
around 1.5 lakh people die. 
Should we not save these 
lives? If there is no respect 
for the law of the land and 
there is no fear as well, then 
it is not a good thing,” he 
said. 


date on which you will have 
to appear before a court. 

“So far, we have only re¬ 
ceived information from the 
Karnataka government that 
it has issued the relevant 
notification,” a senior official 
of the Ministry of Road Tran¬ 
sport and Highways said on 
condition of anonymity. 


Meanwhile, data collect¬ 
ed in the first four days since 
the implementation of the 
Act on September 1 showed 
that Haryana had issued 343 
challans and collected 
^52,32,650 in penalties, 
while Odisha had issued 
4,000 challans and collect¬ 
ed ^88,90,107. 


One-third of traffickers are women 
and neighbours, says new study 

Of the 429 accused, 50% are in the age group of 25 to 45 years 

■ 


SHIV SAHAY SINGH 

KOLICATA 

A recent study conducted on the 
profile of persons accused in 
trafficking in almost 200 cases in 
West Bengal and Andhra Pra¬ 
desh has revealed that one-third 
of them are women. 

“One-third, or 162 out of 429 
traffickers (accused in cases of 
trafficking) are female. Fifty per 
cent, or 216 accused in these cas¬ 
es are from the age group of 25 
to 45 years,” Snigdha Sen, a re¬ 
searcher who has come out with 
the findings, told The Hindu. 

For the study and analysis, 
Ms. Sen collaborated with sever¬ 
al organizations such as HELP 
from Andhra Pradesh, Goran- 
bose Gram Bikash Kendra 
(GGBK) from West Bengal and 
Partners for Anti-Traficcking 
(PAT), which is a consortium of 
eight community-based organi¬ 
zations in Bengal. 

Not family members 

In the study, Ms. Sen analysed 
documents such as chargesh- 
eets, FIRS and police general di¬ 
aries related to 198 human traf¬ 
ficking cases registered between 
2008 and 2018. Of the 429 peo¬ 
ple whose names appeared as 
accused in these 198 cases, only 
in 30 were the accused family 
members, including from the ex¬ 
tended family. 

“There was a belief in some 



In need of help: Lack of legal support to survivors and a prolonged 
trial give impunity to traffickers in many cases, -r. ragu 


people that in many cases family 
members are involved in traffick¬ 
ing. That does not hold true in 
this research. In most cases, if 
the survivors are asked they will 
say Didi (sister) took them from 
their village. But on a more de¬ 
tailed inquiry, it will be revealed 
that the accused is not a relative 
but a neighbour or an acquain¬ 
tance,” Subhasree Raptan, pro¬ 
gramme manager of GGBK said. 

The largest group of the traf¬ 
fickers (34%, or 148) were neigh¬ 
bours, while 31% were complete¬ 
ly unknown to the survivors, the 
study said. 

Lack of legal support 

According to Ms. Sen, of the 198 
cases analyzed - in which the 
names of 429 accused have fi¬ 
gured - only one trafficker from 


the source area was convicted. 
Similarly, in all the cases ana¬ 
lysed, only two other traffickers 
were convicted from the destina¬ 
tion area. According the re¬ 
searcher and the organisations 
who are part of the study, a “lack 
of legal support to survivors and 
a prolonged trial give impunity 
to traffickers”. 

Ms. Raptan highlighted that in 
many cases of trafficking, survi¬ 
vors were not told that they were 
entitled to victim compensation 
from public prosecutors repre¬ 
senting their case in courts. 

The last published report of 
the National Crime Record Bu¬ 
reau for 2016 recorded 8,132 cas¬ 
es of human trafficking in the 
country, of which 3,579 cases 
(around 44%) were from West 
Bengal alone. 
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Interesting, but risky 

RBI’s diktat to banks could spur borrowing but 
may pressure lenders’ margins 

T he Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has finally decided 
that it needs to address the problem of inadeq¬ 
uate interest rate transmission head on. In a cir¬ 
cular to banks on Wednesday, it directed lenders to link 
all new floating rate loans given to borrowers in the per¬ 
sonal, retail and micro, small and medium enterprise 
(MSME) categories to external benchmarks, including 
the repo rate, with effect from October 1. While giving 
banks the relative freedom to choose the specific exter¬ 
nal benchmark, including yields on the 3-month and 6- 
month Treasury Bills published by the Financial Bench¬ 
marks India Pvt. Ltd., the central bank made it clear 
that lenders would need to adopt a uniform benchmark 
within a loan category. Banks have also, crucially, been 
given the leeway to determine their spread over the 
benchmark rate with a caveat that changes to the credit 
risk premium can only be made when the borrower’s 
credit assessment undergoes a substantial change. That 
the inadequate transmission of policy rate moves has 
been an abiding conundrum for the RBI is well known. 
In 2015, then Governor Raghuram Rajan decided that 
the system used by banks to price their loans needed to 
be changed and so introduced the Marginal Cost of 
Funds based Lending Rate (MCLR) regime. In October 
2017, an internal study group of the RBI recommended 
the adoption of external benchmarks to ensure effec¬ 
tive policy transmission, after observing that the MCLR 
too had failed to deliver. 

Policymakers, in fact, have been so vexed with poor 
transmission - against a total of 75 basis points (bps) re¬ 
duction in the RBI’s repo rate between February and 
June, the weighted average lending rate on fresh rupee 
loans at banks eased only by 29 bps - that Monetary 
Policy Committee member Chetan Ghate in August cit¬ 
ed the issue as reason to oppose the proposed 35-bps 
cut and instead voted for a 25-bps reduction. “By a large 
cut (35 bps) I feel we will be burning through monetary 
policy space without much to show for it. While the real 
economy needs some support, we should wait for more 
transmission to happen,” he said at the MPC’s rate set¬ 
ting meeting, the minutes show. Though the latest 
move will surely lower the interest cost on new floating 
rate loans availed by borrowers to buy cars or homes, it 
may force banks to start cutting the interest rate they 
pay deposit holders or risk seeing their margins shrink. 
And while the RBI wants to try and nudge an uptick in 
credit for becalmed personal consumption and borrow¬ 
ing by beleaguered MSMEs, the success of the measure 
will ultimately be determined by a regaining of confi¬ 
dence by consumers to spend and a conviction by in¬ 
dustry to invest. 


A weak chase 

Controlling the hepatitis B virus calls for 
universal vaccination of newborns 

O n September 3, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Nepal and 
Thailand became the first four countries in the 
World Health Organization’s southeast Asia re¬ 
gion to have successfully controlled hepatitis B. The vi¬ 
rus is said to be controlled when the disease prevalence 
is reduced to less than 1% among children less than five 
years of age. Despite the introduction of hepatitis B vac¬ 
cine in the Universal Immunisation Programme in 2002 
and scaling-up nationwide in 2011, about one million 
people in India become chronically infected with the vi¬ 
rus every year. According to the Health Ministry, as on 
February 2019, an estimated 40 million people in India 
were infected. Hepatitis B infection at a young age turns 
chronic, causing over 1,00,000 premature deaths an¬ 
nually from liver cirrhosis or liver cancer. A study pu¬ 
blished in 2013 found lower coverage of hepatitis B vac¬ 
cine in eight of the 10 districts surveyed. But the 
coverage has witnessed an increase with the introduc¬ 
tion of a pentavalent vaccine on a pilot basis in Kerala 
and Tamil Nadu in December 2011 and national roll-out 
in 2014-2015. According to the WHO, the coverage of he¬ 
patitis B third dose had reached 86% in 2015. However, 
despite the high vaccination coverage, disease preva¬ 
lence in children aged less than five years has not 
dropped below 1%. One of the reasons for this is the 
sub-optimal coverage of birth dose in all infants within 
24 hours of birth. 

Hepatitis B birth dose, given in the first 24 hours, 
helps prevent vertical transmission from the mother to 
child. The compulsion to increase birth dose to cut ver¬ 
tical transmission arises from two important reasons - 
about 70-90% newborns infected this way become 
chronic carriers of hepatitis B, and about 20-30% car¬ 
riers in India are due to vertical transmission. But even 
seven years after the Health Ministry approved the 
birth dose in 2008, its coverage remained low - 45% in 
2015 and 60% in 2016 - according to a 2019 Health Mi¬ 
nistry report. What is indeed puzzling is that even in 
the case of institutional delivery, the birth dose vaccine 
coverage is low - 76.36% in 2017. Incidentally, institu¬ 
tional delivery accounts for about 80% of all deliveries 
in the country. The birth dose coverage when delivery 
takes place outside health-care institutions is not 
known. One of the reasons for the low coverage is the 
fear of wastage of vaccine when a 10-dose vial is used. 
Unfortunately, health-care workers are very often un¬ 
aware of the WHO recommendation that allows hepat¬ 
itis B open-vial policy. Opened vials of hepatitis B vac¬ 
cine can be kept for a maximum duration of 28 days for 
use in other children if the vaccine meets certain condi¬ 
tions. There is also a need to increase public awareness 
about the merits of the birth dose. 


Teaching in the time of consumerism 

Changes in social ethos and state policy have pushed the once-venerated Indian teacher to the margins of public life 




L ike many other topics, teach¬ 
ing and those who earn a liv¬ 
ing by teaching are subjects 
of a highly polarised debate in our 
country. Public perception of 
schoolteachers is quite negative in 
many parts of the country. If you 
ask a young urban audience: ‘Who 
wants to be a schoolteacher?,’ the 
answer will come with so much 
hesitation that you will be right to 
summarise it as: ‘No one, really.’ 
You can verify this by asking fresh¬ 
ly enrolled students at a teacher¬ 
training course: ‘Was teaching 
your first preference?’ Very few 
will say, ‘yes.’ Among young men, 
there will probably be no one an¬ 
swering in the affirmative. 

This low popularity of school 
teaching can be linked to several 
changes that social ethos and state 
policy have gone through over the 
last three decades or so. In a con¬ 
sumption-oriented environment, 
the kind of idealism school teach¬ 
ing requires is not easy for a young 
person to cultivate and sustain. 
The working conditions and ethos 
at their respective schools erode 
the stamina of the few who start 
with a sense of dedication. 

I hardly need to add that this 
macro picture conceals the tales of 
several thousand teachers who 
battle on and remain committed to 
their duty against all odds. Some 
of them do get appreciation from 
parents of the students, but more 
often than not, parents remain dis¬ 
satisfied. Many parents now treat 
their progeny’s school life as an 
‘investment’ for which they de¬ 
mand the best ‘value’, often by re¬ 
lentlessly criticising the teacher 
and the principal. They don’t 
know the burden teachers carry 
on their fragile, ill-equipped pro¬ 


fessional shoulders. This burden 
includes the weight of family and 
community life, and the pressure 
coming from officialdom. 

On their part, children bring to 
schools the psychological bruises 
incurred at home where the adults 
are too preoccupied with their 
own lives. Further, as recent sur¬ 
veys in both urban and rural habi¬ 
tations show, technology is a do¬ 
minant player in child upbringing. 
A schoolteacher must cope with 
the impact that these drastic 
changes have made on the inner 
world of children. 

Weak professional training 

Speaking of training, the vast ma¬ 
jority of teachers being hired to¬ 
day have had their professional 
training in poorly equipped insti¬ 
tutions. Weak professional prepa¬ 
ration is not a recent woe, but it 
has certainly worsened under the 
‘licensing raj’ of the National 
Council of Teacher Education 
(NCTE). There was a time when 
teacher training had no licensing 
authority. The NCTE was an advi¬ 
sory body then, with no statutory 
powers. It acquired legal teeth as a 
result of the NCTE Act, 1993. The 
new, empowered NCTE came into 
being two years later. 

The mid-1990s marked a period 
of tumultuous change in the land¬ 
scape of public education. The im¬ 
pact of market-friendly policies 
was spreading across the system, 
but it was the most palpable in 
professional education. Private en¬ 
terprise in medical, engineering 
and management education had 
already set in. Compared to these 
areas, teacher training was both 
cheap and highly profitable. 

Demand for qualified teachers 
rode the wave of rapid growth in 
primary education. In response to 
this demand, teacher-education 
institutes and correspondence 
courses mushroomed. The NCTE 
had a difficult mandate to fulfil and 
had to maintain standards by regu¬ 
lating a bullish market of enrol¬ 


ment providers. Initially, it 
seemed as if the NCTE’s regulatory 
role would succeed in imposing 
quality norms. However, before 
long, the body’s failure to control 
the flood of commercial private in¬ 
terests started looking inevitable. 

Teacher training was, of course, 
not the only area of professional 
education to be corrupted by the 
new licensing regime. The system 
of education was in general bat¬ 
tling hard to find ways to regulate 
the swelling, strong current of 
privatisation. 

The teacher-training sector be¬ 
came so afflicted by fraudulent in¬ 
stitutions and practices that inter¬ 
nal mechanisms of correction 
proved inadequate. Hundreds of 
cases against bogus institutions 
reached the Supreme Court, 
which appointed a commission 
chaired by late Justice J.S. Verma. 
For a few years after 2012, when its 
report was published, an attempt 
was made to implement its recom¬ 
mendations, but the momentum 
slowed down before long. Several 
recommendations required sub¬ 
stantial state funding, but the 
NCTE had already taken the self-fi¬ 
nancing route. Its institutional ca¬ 
pacity to provide academic leader¬ 
ship to teacher training was 
already limited. Its further decline 
coincided with the rise of techno¬ 
logical gimmickry. However, it 
would be wrong to hold the NCTE 
alone responsible. The wider pro¬ 


blems of higher education have al¬ 
so made their contribution to the 
decline of teacher training. This is 
not hard to explain. Graduates 
whose college education is of poor 
quality cannot be expected to 
overcome their learning backlog at 
a training institute. Faculty shor¬ 
tage exacerbates this deprivation. 

The government recently came 
up with a policy decision favour¬ 
ing four-year courses that inte¬ 
grate undergraduate learning with 
pedagogic training. This model is 
not new, and its success depends 
on investment in institutional in¬ 
frastructure. But with commer¬ 
cialisation fully entrenched in 
teacher education, one cannot ex¬ 
pect generous spending on faculty 
and infrastructure. 

Impact on school education 

Problems of teacher training have 
had a pervasive impact on school 
education as a whole. Govern¬ 
ments have been aware of this, 
both at the Centre and in the 
States. One of the steps they have 
taken to fill the quality gap is to in¬ 
troduce a teacher-eligibility test. 
This has only made a marginal dif¬ 
ference, as the proportion of 
trained teachers who get through 
the test is low, creating a vast back¬ 
log in recruitment. On the other 
hand, para-professionals have 
been growing in number and in¬ 
fluence. They are known by va¬ 
rious names in different States, 


but they also exist in vast numbers 
outside the system - as providers 
of home tuition and coaching. 
This underbelly of the education 
system suffers no interference 
from state norms. In the world of 
coaching, we see the utopia of free 
enterprise and the demise of 
teaching as noble work. 

It is hard to date the beginning 
of the current, ongoing decline in 
the status of teachers. A conversa¬ 
tion with a senior official in Mad¬ 
hya Pradesh comes to mind. Dur¬ 
ing a visit to Bhopal more than two 
decades ago, I asked him if it was 
correct to say that school teaching 
was no longer considered a career 
in M.P. He readily agreed. We dis¬ 
cussed the new realities that had 
emerged. We agreed that a major 
shift in culture, pushed by eco¬ 
nomic changes, had occurred, and 
it had marginalised the teacher. 

The Indian teacher, once a foot 
soldier in the freedom struggle 
and a contributor to nation build¬ 
ing in the early years after Inde¬ 
pendence, now stands relegated 
to the margins of public life. This 
marginalisation is reflective of the 
social change that has taken place 
in the country and flags the dimin¬ 
ishing importance of intellect. 
This is also evident from the news 
about our greatest historian being 
insulted by her university. Our col¬ 
lective vulnerability to the power 
of propaganda and rumour is not 
new; disrespect for the teacher’s 
dedication to a life of intellect is. 

Nonetheless, no matter what 
the subject and howsoever limited 
his or her own knowledge, every 
teacher tries to nudge his students 
towards reality and truth. Chil¬ 
dren want their teacher to verify 
and appreciate their efforts. Hav¬ 
ing faith in his/her teacher is a part 
of being a child, a blow to which 
will disturb the foundations of so¬ 
cial living. 


Krishna Kumar is a former director of the 
National Council of Educational Research 
and Training (NCERT) 


Putting the pedal to the metal 

The government should consider dropping GST rates for BS-IV vehicles to revive the automobile industry 



T he automobile industry is 
notoriously cyclical. It is also 
a lead indicator for econom¬ 
ic growth. And it has been in a tiz¬ 
zy since this time last year when 
the signs of an impending slow¬ 
down were first seen. Sure 
enough, the decline began in the 
last quarter of calendar year 2018 
and intensified with the passage of 
every month in 2019. 

So, if the industry goes through 
cycles of ups and downs, is the 
current slowdown something to 
worry about seriously? Yes, in¬ 
deed. Are auto manufacturers 
heading towards an apocalypse? 
No, certainly not. So, why do we 
need to worry about this slow¬ 
down? Simply because the current 
downturn is like nothing that the 
industry has seen in a long, long 
time in terms of depth, scale and 
character. 

So, what’s different this time? 
First, every segment of the auto in¬ 
dustry, beginning from two-wheel- 
ers to passenger cars, light com¬ 
mercial vehicles and heavy 
commercial vehicles, and even 
tractors, has been hit. The down¬ 
turn this time is all-encompassing. 


Second, what was a natural, cy¬ 
clical downturn has been ampli¬ 
fied by extraordinary circumstanc¬ 
es unleashed by reform measures 
that may have been well-meaning 
but have come back to bite the go¬ 
vernment. 

Finally, an unthinking approach 
to a critical policymaking area 
such as electric vehicles has only 
intensified and prolonged the 
slowdown. Yes, key Ministers are 
now scrambling to contain the 
damage by retracting some of 
their earlier statements and reas¬ 
suring the industry that the elec¬ 
tric motor will not be privileged 
over the internal combustion en¬ 
gine but it has come too late. 

Revision in axle-load norms 

Let’s take the case of the commer¬ 
cial vehicles (CV) industry. In July 
2018, the government revised ax¬ 
le-load norms (for the first time 
since 1983) for cargo carriers by 
between 12% and 25%. The idea 
was to legalise over-loading, which 
is common practice, and help re¬ 
duce freight costs for both consig¬ 
nors and consignees. 

But by applying the higher car¬ 
go rules to all trucks on the roads, 
instead of only trucks to be pro¬ 
duced after a given date, the go¬ 
vernment, in one stroke, raised ex¬ 
isting carrying capacity by up to a 
quarter, forcing per-tonne freight 
rates down. This at a time when 
carrying capacity was already in¬ 
creasing due to the introduction of 



the Goods and Services Tax (GST), 
which helped in quicker turna¬ 
round of trucks. Operators were 
able to keep the trucks gainfully 
deployed for 25% more days in a 
month than before. 

These two reform measures on¬ 
ly served to advance the cyclical 
slowdown which was on its way. 
The CV industry has a well-earned 
reputation for sharp practices 
such as steep-price discounting 
and dealer dumping by vehicle 
manufacturers. Like elephants 
that spray their own heads with 
sand, vehicle manufacturers - CVs 
and cars - have honed into a fine 
art the practice of clogging the pi¬ 
peline by over-producing vehicles 
without a care for demand, and 
dumping them on dealers to sell. 

This became a particularly pain¬ 
ful issue because of the approach¬ 
ing deadline for the transition to 
BS-VI norms from April 1, 2020. 
Dealers are saddled with invento¬ 


ry of BS-IV vehicles that they need 
to clear out before the deadline. 
For the manufacturers, the pro¬ 
blem is that they’re unable to plan 
their production schedules for BS- 
VI vehicles as freight operators are 
watching the fun from the side¬ 
lines. They’re waiting for the steep 
discounts that are bound to come 
by as the deadline nears and are 
not in a hurry anyway to add new 
trucks given the slowdown in 
goods movement. 

Model fatigue 

If it was a deadly cocktail that con¬ 
sumed the CV industry, in the case 
of cars, it appears to be one of mo¬ 
del fatigue. Between Maruti and 
Hyundai, the two big players that 
account for two-thirds of the in¬ 
dustry, there have been hardly any 
exciting new launches in the last 
one year. There have been facelifts 
and limited editions of existing 
models but the two biggies have 
not ventured into launching fresh 
models, at least until very recently. 

The model-fatigue theory is 
proved by the response that two 
new kids on the block - the Kia 
Seltos and the MG Hector - re¬ 
ceived. Though they’re not mass- 
market cars and are priced consid¬ 
erably higher than the median 
range, the two models have at¬ 
tracted bookings in excess of 
30,000 units each in what is sup¬ 
posedly a depressed market. Ma¬ 
ruti and Hyundai have clearly 
been caught sleeping at the wheel. 


The onset of festival season 
sales and the impact of recent 
measures by the government may 
help the cycle play itself out soon 
but is there something that the go¬ 
vernment can do to quicken the 
turnaround? Of course, yes. 
Should it reduce GST on automo¬ 
biles from 28% to 18% as per the 
demand of the industry? Yes, it 
should, but not for all vehicles. 

The government should consid¬ 
er dropping GST only for BS-IV 
vehicles - CVs, cars and two- 
wheelers - that are now idling in 
stockyards of vehicle manufactur¬ 
ers and dealers. It should consider 
a scheme where all BS-IV vehicles 
sold until March 31 will suffer only 
an 18% GST. For the industry, this 
will help clear the clogged pipeline 
and for the government, it will 
help contain the fallout on its reve¬ 
nue as the lower rate will apply on¬ 
ly on a limited stock and until a 
specified time. 

A quick GST Council meeting by 
video conference should be called 
right away instead of waiting for 
September 20 when it’s slated to 
next meet. Prospective buyers, of 
cars as much as CVs, are delaying 
their decision as the word is out 
that the government may consider 
a tax cut. If rates are to be cut any¬ 
way, it makes sense to do it imme¬ 
diately. Two weeks can make a 
huge difference to an industry 
writhing in agony. 


raghuvir.s@thehindu.co.in 
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A trusted partner 

In view of the emergence of 
China as a superpower, the 
Indo-Pacific region has 
turned into a theatre of 
conflicting interests 
(Editorial page, “Steaming 
back into the Indo-Pacific,” 
Sept. 5). The Quadrilateral 
Security Dialogue between 
U.S., Japan, India and 
Australia has not made any 
progress towards the stated 
objective of securing the 
Indo-Pacific. Though it 
created a lot of enthusiasm 
in the beginning, it has not 
been pursued by its 
members with the required 
energy. Hence, it would be 
in the interest of India if 
Russia plays a bigger role in 
the region. Russia has been 
a time-tested friend of India 


and continues to be its 
largest defence partner. If 
this relationship expands 
into a strategic partnership, 
it would help secure India’s 
interests and will infuse the 
required dynamism and 
balance in the geopolitics of 
the Indo-Pacific region. 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s visit will help sow 
the seeds for such a 
partnership. 

Kosaraju Chandramouli, 
Hyderabad 

Political machetes 

By now, it has become quite 
clear that the Narendra 
Modi government is not 
averse to misusing the 
central agencies to take 
revenge on ‘political 
enemies’. It is naive to 


suppose that agencies like 
the Enforcement 
Directorate and CBI are 
‘politically neutral’ and act 
independent of government 
control. The charge or 
perception that they are 
tools in the hands of the 
government to go after 
political adversaries is not 
without substance. The 
cases of Congress leaders P. 
Chidambaram and D.K. 
Shivakumar spring to mind. 
On the other hand, cases 
against members or 
supporters of the ruling 
party are not pursued with 
the same vigour. The law 
must take its own course 
and not the one paved by 
political machetes. 

G. David Milton, 

Maruthancode, Tamil Nadu 


Shrill rhetoric 

Even in normal times, 
Pakistani generals and 
politicians have nothing to 
lose but everything to gain 
by indulging in shrill 
warmongering because the 
theocratic military state’s 
identity is tied to a 
perpetually adversarial 
relationship with India 
(Editorial, “Irresponsible 
rhetoric,” Sept. 3). 
Pakistan’s elites dread 
nothing more than a public 
perception that they have 
been outmanoeuvred by 
their arch-rival. The 
dilution of Article 370 has 
dealt a severe blow to their 
prestige and self-respect. It 
is no wonder that some of 
them have taken to 
brinkmanship to impress 


upon the people their 
determination to confront 
the ‘permanent adversary’. 
The Indian political 
leadership has 
demonstrated the maturity 
to nonchalantly ignore this 
provocative behaviour. 

V.N. MUKUNDARAJAN, 
Thiruvananthapuram 

Remembering Massoud 

As observed by the 
American journalist Steve 
Coll, in his work, Ghost 
Wars , “Afghanistan after 
1979 was a laboratory for 
geopolitical and military 
visions’ that were 
conceived abroad and 
imposed by force”. Amidst 
this, Ahmad Shah Massoud, 
the ‘Lion of Panjshir’, 
emerged as the country’s 


own nationalist visionary. 
Even though his Northern 
Alliance (NA) was no match 
for the ISI-backed Taliban 
in terms of resources and 
finances, his military genius 
helped NA present a 
formidable challenge to the 
ISI-Taliban duo in those 
turbulent years (Front 
page, “How India secretly 
armed Afghanistan’s 
Northern Alliance,” Sept. 1). 
Assisting Afghanistan to 
secure the elusive peace 
without placing troops on 
the ground would be the 
greatest tribute that India 
can pay to Massoud. 

Abhilash Thimmaiah, 

Bengaluru 
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Consolidation will cause disruption in the short run, 
but could lead to speedier decision-making in future 


Last week , the Centre announced a 
sweeping consolidation that would 
see 10 public sector banks being 
merged into four. While the govern¬ 
ment has touted the move as one 
that will enhance credit capacity, 
there are concerns that more large 
banks could make the banking sys¬ 
tem vulnerable. In a conversation 
moderated by Suresh Seshadri, T. 
T. Ram Mohan and V. Srinivasan 
look at the challenges to successful 
integration. Excerpts: 

How does this merger benefit 
the economy? 

T.T. Ram Mohan: How it benefits 
the economy remains to be seen. 
Because I think the case for the 
merger has not been articulated 
properly enough. We have some re¬ 
ference to Indian banks becoming 
global in size. But that sort of talk 
needs to be discounted. Because, 
even if you take the largest of the 
mergers that have been proposed, 
which is PNB combining with two 
other entities, it’s going to give you a 
bank which is about one third the 
size of the 50th largest bank in the 
world, which is not saying much. 

Second, the correlation between 
size and efficiency is suspect 
beyond a certain minimum size. 
And that size is quite low: say $10 
billion in assets or so you get the ne¬ 
cessary scale of economy. Beyond 
that, the empirical evidence does 
not suggest there are many great ad¬ 
vantages to simply growing bigger. 
And we have seen this in the Indian 
context where the large public sec¬ 
tor banks underperform in relation 
to private banks, which are much 
smaller. And of course, the classic 
comparison is between HDFC Bank 
and the consolidated State Bank of 
India, which is many times its size. 
The price to book value ratio of 
HDFC Bank is close to 4, whereas 
the price to book value of SBI is 
around 1.25. Therefore, the sugges¬ 
tion that getting bigger is going to, in 
itself, give you some benefits is not 
validated by experience, either in¬ 
ternationally or within India. 

Srinivasan, as someone who is 
from within the industry, is 
integration going to be 
something which ends up in 


some way impacting the so- 
called benefit that the 
integration move aims to 
provide? Is the timing going to 
end up getting the management 
of these banks to focus on 
integration itself rather than on 
using the balance sheet to lend 
to the economy, especially 
when investment pickup is 
crucially required? 

V. Srinivasan: I would agree with 
the argument that, from a timing 
point of view, this does not seem an 
ideal time for going ahead with 
these mergers. Because, as all of us 
are aware, the economy is clearly 
going through a major slowdown. 
And it requires all hands on the 
deck. And whenever a merger of 
such scale happens, I think the se¬ 
nior management gets distracted in 
terms of trying to make sure who 
gets what. I think there’s a lot of 
work to be done. Even though that 
may be done by several teams, ulti¬ 
mately human emotion will come 
into play here, where people are go¬ 
ing to be looking at saying, “What’s 
in it for me? Where am I headed as 
far as this action is concerned?” 
And therefore, in the short term, I 
think there is going to be some 
amount of disruption. That is so¬ 
mething which you could have 
avoided in this sort of time. Consoli¬ 
dation is good, because from an ad¬ 
ministrative perspective, as people 
retire, you would see some econo¬ 
mies of scale getting through, but 
just sort of putting banks together is 
not going to solve the problem as far 
as the credit flow is concerned. 

There’s also this other issue, 
that from a structural 
perspective, fewer larger banks 
might increase the risks to the 
banking industry. 

TTR: The way to look at that ques¬ 
tion is to see the share of the top 
three or the top five banks in assets. 
And if that share is very large, then 
you have a concentrated banking 
system. If the share is too low, then 
you have a highly fragmented bank¬ 
ing system. And I think it’s fair to say 
that in India we were tending to¬ 
wards a high degree of fragmenta¬ 
tion rather than concentration. So, I 



think so far as the increase in sys¬ 
temic risk is concerned, it’s not go¬ 
ing to be an immediate problem. Be¬ 
cause if you look at the share of the 
top three or four banks in assets it 
was about 30-32%. That is not a very 
high degree of concentration. 

But I do know that regarding the 
point that Srinivasan made, which is 
that in order to make a success of a 
merger, you need two conditions to 
be satisfied - you need a very high 
degree of managerial ability, and at 
least one of the entities in the merg¬ 
er must be financially strong - I’m 
afraid I can’t see either condition 
being satisfied in the mergers that 
are being proposed. If you’re not 
able to make a success of your oper¬ 
ations and deliver the performance 
of your existing level of assets, how 
does the management propose to 
make a success of a much bigger 
and more complex entity? The 
question is not answered simply by 
citing the theoretical scale econo¬ 
my. Making a success of merger is a 
huge challenge. 

Another concern is that as 
earlier mergers haven’t yet 
given the benefits, why then 
this rush to announce a whole 
host of mergers. 

VS: As far as Bank of Baroda (BOB), 
Vijaya Bank and Dena Bank are con¬ 
cerned, it’s still very early days... I 
don’t think the merger integration is 
complete. And clearly we have not 
seen much in terms of how exactly 
they have put things together and 
gone to the market, with a single va¬ 
lue proposition. The way I look at it, 
this was something which has been 
on the table for a long time. I think 
they tried out BOB and just decided 
to go ahead. 

The feedback from the BOB expe- 


The most important 
rationale for the mergers 
is that the multiplicity of 
banks was making 
enormous demands on 
the bandwidth of the 
Finance Ministry 

riment was that things were not fall¬ 
ing apart. And things seemed to be 
broadly business as usual, not very 
different from what was happening 
in the past. And they decided that 
this is something which we can go 
ahead with and do the rest of the 
previous plan, which was actually 
already, I think, part of the blue¬ 
print. I think that’s how they have 
gone ahead with these mergers. The 
only thing here is, I don’t think 
there’s any identity which they have 
tried to create for each of these 
merged entities in terms of trying to 
say, one will be focusing on Corpo¬ 
rate, one will be on Small and Medi¬ 
um Enterprises, one will be Retail. 
There’s been no thinking in terms of 
any or each of these banks’ focus on 
a particular theme, particular skill- 
set and developing expertise in a 
space which is important as far as 
the overall economy is concerned. 
Basically, I think they’ve said, every 
bank falls broadly in the same tem¬ 
plate, and there’s not much to 
choose from in terms of who goes 
with whom. 

From an underlying logic 
perspective, there are those 
who fear that bank NPAs could 
worsen, at least in the interim, 
while this process of 
integration is on. 

TTR: In terms of resolution of NPAs 
there is some merit in having the 
merger because there are coordina¬ 


tion problems involved when you 
have multiple banks trying to re¬ 
solve NPAs which are common to all 
of them. So, you have the middle 
and senior management deputed 
for meetings, where they have dis¬ 
cussions with their counterparts 
from other banks. And then they 
have to go back to the top manage¬ 
ment for a decision, come back 
again for a meeting, and it goes on 
and on. Therefore, the resolution of 
NPAs becomes difficult when you 
have so many banks trying to arrive 
at an understanding amongst them¬ 
selves. So, to the extent that the dis¬ 
cussion is happening among fewer 
banks, I think the resolution of NPAs 
will be facilitated. That could be one 
argument for the merger. 

But I think the most important ra¬ 
tionale is that the multiplicity of 
banks was making enormous de¬ 
mands on the bandwidth of the Fi¬ 
nance Ministry in terms of appoint¬ 
ments of chairmen, managing 
directors, executive directors, inde¬ 
pendent directors. Even though 
they have the banks board bureau 
to advise them on appointments, 
the process is extremely time-con¬ 
suming. There were long delays in 
making the senior appointments, as 
a result of which these banks have 
been incurring substantial costs. 
When you don’t have a person at 
the top or persons at the top, or 
even directors in play, it exacts its 
own cost on the bank. And so, col¬ 
lapsing the number of banks makes 
it easier for the Ministry to monitor 
the banks on its watch. I think that is 
probably one argument for the 
merger which I can sort of relate to. 

The other argument is that hav¬ 
ing bigger entities enables people to 
make bigger loans, which would 
give them a degree of pricing power 
vis-a-vis corporates because corpo¬ 
rates have been playing one bank off 
against the other under the multiple 
banking system. To the extent that 
you combine banks and they do a 
bigger amount of funding, it does 
improve the bargaining position of 
the bank. Again, fee income that the 
banks get from selling mutual funds 
and insurance products can go up, 
because now the banks can com¬ 
mand a much larger network and 
therefore demand a bigger commis¬ 
sion from the people whose pro¬ 
ducts they’re selling. 

The fundamental issue is a mana¬ 
gerial issue with making a success of 
the merger, which is a challenge 


even in a developed economy, 
where you have a lot of flexibility in 
terms of laying off people, rationa¬ 
lising branches. Here, even if you ra¬ 
tionalise the branches, a commit¬ 
ment has been given that people 
will not be laid off. That is one of the 
assurances given by the Ministry. 
And therefore, it’s not clear how any 
cost economies will be effected... if 
people are to be retained and yet be 
redeployed for other purposes. 

There are those who say “we 
were comfortable with a small 
bank, are we going to be lost in 
the larger scheme of things 
once this bank becomes owned 
by some bank from Mumbai?” 
How does this really pan out for 
the customers? 

VS: I would think it is more the lend¬ 
ing side which can get impacted on 
account of this rather than the cus¬ 
tomer on the deposit side. The de¬ 
posit side, however weak the go¬ 
vernment-owned banks, they didn’t 
face any risk of deposits sort of un¬ 
winding and they continued to have 
reasonably decent deposit growth, 
irrespective of whether they were fi¬ 
guring in the top quartile or the bot¬ 
tom quartile because the sovereign 
guarantee was clearly there. It will 
be business as usual. I don’t think 
things will change as far as these 
banks are concerned. From a lend¬ 
ing perspective, the impact will be 
felt more for the SMEs and small bu¬ 
sinesses, who have a lot to gain from 
the personal contact they have with 
a local person. And as that becomes 
a lot weaker, that can impact... That 
is something which we will know 
only as we go along. But there 
would be some amount of transition 
issues as things change. 

Is this announcement going to 
make a large difference to the 
banking industry? 

VS: Clearly, a lesser number of 
banks means, hopefully, speedier 
decision-making across banks. 
That’s the upside one can hope for. 
And the other thing which it can 
trigger is some consolidation in 
private sector banks. Because the 
private sector banks would now be 
falling behind in terms of scale com¬ 
pared to some of these banks. And 
therefore, to some extent, this can 
force the private sector banks to 
think of a similar consolidation. 


Re-engaging the Iran regime 

Unless hardliners are isolated in the U.S. and Iran, 
the nuclear deal cannot be revisited 


GARIMELLA SUBRAMANIAM 


During the G7 summit in Biarritz, 
U.S. President Donald Trump told 
French President Emmanuel Macron 
that the U.S. is not looking for leader¬ 
ship change in Iran. “This country 
has been through that many times 
before; that doesn’t work,” he said. 
This is a hopeful sign for the pro¬ 
posed dialogue between Washington 
and Tehran, after months of increas¬ 
ing tensions. The U.S. President, who 
had once sought to cut Iran’s exports 
to zero, even suggested that the U.S. 
and its allies could offer Iran loans or 
some credit as incentive for reaching 
a new nuclear deal. 

Reaching out 

These overtures signal a marked de¬ 
parture from Mr. Trump’s position 
on Iran in the past. In May 2018, the 
U.S. withdrew from the 2015 nuclear 
agreement reached between the P5+1 
countries, the European Union, and 
Iran, which Mr. Trump once derided 
as the “the worst ever deal”. That 
move was in disregard of the opi¬ 
nions of the International Atomic 
Energy Agency and Mr. Trump’s own 
top advisers that the Joint Compre¬ 
hensive Plan of Action had proved ef¬ 
fective. If followed through with ac¬ 
tion, Mr. Trump’s recent comments 
could strengthen the efforts of the 
U.K., France and Germany to secure 
relief for Iran from U.S. sanctions and 
prevail upon Tehran to desist from its 
recently revived uranium enrich¬ 
ment activity. 

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani 
was not impressed by Mr. Trump’s re¬ 
marks. He ruled out talks with the 
U.S. until all sanctions were lifted, 
though he has immense stakes in re¬ 
building the agreement and reassert¬ 
ing his moderate position at home. 
He added that he was not interested 
in photo opportunities, an apparent 
swipe at Mr. Trump’s high-profile 
summits with North Korean leader 
Kim Jong-un, which yielded few con¬ 
crete outcomes. 

His condition for talks is under¬ 
standable, however. Iran has had no 
relief on the sanctions front, despite 
opposition from the European Un¬ 
ion, Russia and China to the punitive 
measures. The European payments 
channel, Instex, launched after much 



delay to circumvent U.S. sanctions, 
serves a limited purpose, as the sys¬ 
tem does not include oil sales, a ma¬ 
jor source of Iran’s foreign exchange 
earnings. Tehran’s crude exports are 
said to have plummeted to 300,000 
barrels per day (bpd) or less since 
April 2018 levels (more than 2.5 mil¬ 
lion bpd), according to estimates. 
Corporations that continue to do bu¬ 
siness with Iran face the risk of being 
cut off from the dollar system. 

There has not been any let-up 
from the U.S. strategy of exerting 
“maximum pressure” on Iran so far. 
Earlier this month, the administra¬ 
tion imposed sanctions against Ira¬ 
nian Foreign Minister Mohammad Ja- 
vad Zarif. In June, Iran reacted to 
sanctions against Ayatollah Ali Kha¬ 
menei, Tehran’s Supreme Leader, as 
“outrageous and idiotic”. And in 
April, the country’s Islamic Revolu¬ 
tionary Guard Corps was designated 
a terrorist organisation. 

In retaliation to these measures, 
Iran demonstrated its ability to para¬ 
lyse Western maritime operations by 
seizing oil tankers off the Gulf of Hor¬ 
muz. While Mr. Trump held back 
from a counter-offensive following 
the downing of a U.S. drone, the mis¬ 
sile attack amplified the risk of con¬ 
flict in the region. 

Moving forward 

Neither Secretary of State Mike Pom- 
peo nor National Security Adviser 
John Bolton would easily reconcile to 
Mr. Trump’s remark that regime 
change in Iran is off the table. But Mr. 
Trump, not for the first time, has 
come close to pushing back against 
the hardliners in his administration. 
Following through on his proposal, 
France has confirmed the finalisation 
of a $15 billion credit line backed by 
France, Germany and the U.K., sub¬ 
ject to Washington’s approval. While 
this initiative will boost Iran’s confi¬ 
dence in the West’s intentions, the ul¬ 
timate goal must be to revive the 2015 
nuclear deal. President Rouhani’s po¬ 
sition has weakened in Iran as hard¬ 
liners have become more assertive in 
the country. Unless he is also able to 
isolate them, moving forward on the 
deal will not possible. 


Garimella Subramaniam is a Deputy Editor 
with The Hindu 






NOTEBOOK 

A matter of recording 

Reporters are caught in a bind when officials request them not to be quoted 


DENN IS S. JESUDASAN 

“Don’t quote me.” These 
are the three words that 
journalists dread the most 
and also hear frequently. 
While reporting the state¬ 
ments of people in public 
service is only one aspect 
of journalism, it is a crucial 
and challenging one. 

Reporters are always 
keen to know what those in 
charge of administration 
and public policy think. 
They are eager to report 
the statements and opi¬ 
nions of officers, but they 
are bound by the ethics of 
reporting - such views can 
be published only with the 
consent of the persons in 
question. Sometimes, 
there is a grey area that is 
difficult to negotiate, and 
we grapple with many di¬ 
lemmas: Should we report 
the news or not? And if yes, 
how? And therein lies the 
rub. 

A senior officer, who was 
in charge of disaster man¬ 


agement in a northern 
State, was once invited to a 
research institute in Chen¬ 
nai as the chief guest for a 
function. During his 
speech, the official let it slip 
that the India Meteorologi¬ 
cal Department’s weather 
alerts were reaching him 
late. He said he would rath¬ 
er prefer tracking weather 
updates from Western 
countries than wait for the 
IMD’s alerts. 

Now, this was a big ad¬ 
mission and was definitely 
worth a report. However, it 
turned out that the officer 
was not informed that 
there were journalists in 
the audience who were re¬ 
cording his comments. 
Once he was informed of 
this, he requested every re¬ 
porter at the event to re¬ 
frain from publishing or 
broadcasting these com¬ 
ments. An important story 
was, therefore, automati¬ 
cally killed. Even though 
the comments were made 
before a gathering, we 


could not write about this 
as we had to honour the of¬ 
ficer’s request. 

Sometimes, even diplo¬ 
mats, who are careful with 
their words, tend to be can¬ 
did. A few years ago, a di¬ 
plomat from a South Asian 
country launched a tirade 
against China at an event in 
Chennai. He said his coun¬ 
try disagreed with the 
Asian power on sea traffic 
in the South China Sea. 
Again, on realising that 
there were reporters in the 
audience, he requested us 
not to quote him. 

In yet another incident, 
one of the country’s top 
scientists, who was in¬ 
volved in the preparation 
of a report on the protec¬ 
tion of a well-known moun¬ 
tain range in south India, 
said that a religious body 
was wielding a lot of in¬ 
fluence in the region. This, 
he said, was affecting the 
report. When we asked if 
he could be quoted, he 
refused. 


Those holding impor¬ 
tant positions understand 
and recognise the hurdles 
in their jobs, but they re¬ 
fuse to let the media and 
the people know about 
these issues, which are of 
public interest. Sadly, they 
also do little to resolve 
these issues, given their 
limitations. One wonders if 
the extra caution in seeking 
the non-publication of pu¬ 
blic statements is due to 
the burgeoning of outlets in 
the media space or simply 
denotes the keenness of 
the officials to secure their 
careers. 

The journalist then is 
forced to accept the sourc¬ 
e’s request, or argue and 
reason with him, or re¬ 
quest the source to be quot¬ 
ed anonymously. This is a 
compromise of sorts, but 
does not serve the purpose 
of public interest in a sub¬ 
stantive way as this avoids 
mention of the position 
and post that the source 
holds. 


FROM THE ARCHIVES 

FIFTY YEARS AGO September 6, 1969 

Suggestion to shift capital 

Mr. C. Chatterjee, Director-General of the 
Geological Survey of India, suggested here 
[Tenughat (Bihar)] yesterday [September 4] 
that the capital of India should be shifted 
from Delhi to some other place. Delivering 
his presidential address at the fourth annual 
general meeting of the Indian Society of En¬ 
gineering Geology here, Mr. Chatterjee said 
the growing population and mounting pres¬ 
sure of urbanisation would be an ever-in- 
creasing phenomenon in the capital of In¬ 
dia. “We must consider,” he said, whether 
Delhi as seat of capital will be able to cope 
with the future demands of urbanisation 
and development. He said this aspect of the 
question had attracted the attention of the 
Government of India immediately after in¬ 
dependence. In fact, even some sites had 
been examined in central India but for some 
reason or other the preliminary investiga¬ 
tions were not followed up. Mr. Chatterjee 
said that he felt that a centrally located place 
like the Betul plateau in Madhya Pradesh 
should be considered as a site for the capital. 

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO sept. 6, 1919. 

Mr. Gandhi’s Birthday. 

Sir, - Some time ago I saw a letter in your 
journal from Mrs. Arantika Gokhale regard¬ 
ing the proposal to present a purse to Maha- 
ma Gandhi on his birthday which comes on 
the second of October. I learn that Bombay is 
trying to celebrate the event in a fitting man¬ 
ner and I know that Bombay can present a 
lac of rupees and more to the Mahatmaji. 
But I wonder whether Madras will respond 
to an appeal, if one such is made by the pu¬ 
blic leaders of this place. Here an appeal has 
already been made on behalf of the forlorn 
families in the Punjab. I would humbly re¬ 
quest the public to read again the moving 
speech of Mr. Kasturi Ranga Iyengar at the 
Madras Provincial Conference held recently 
at Trichinopoly. The appeal on behalf of the 
suffering people in that Province has been 
made by Swami Shradananda, Pundit Ma- 
dan Mohan Malaviya and Mahatma Gandhi 
himself. Let us not therefore be slow in res¬ 
ponding to the cries of the poor mothers 
and children in Punjab. Our contributions, 
however small it be, if done quickly will 
please Mahatma Gandhi’s heart very much, 
and I am sure he will value more the help to 
such a cause just now than to presenting a 
purse. 

V.A. Sundaram. 

Triplicane, September., 3. 
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Congress leader sent 
to judicial custody 


Mr. Saini said that in the 
event of their arrest, Mr. 
Chidambaram and Mr. Karti 
shall be released on bail on 
their furnishing personal 
bond for 31,00,000 each 
with one surety of like 
amount to the satisfaction of 
investigating officer/arrest¬ 
ing officer/Duty Magistrate. 

“Moreover, the allega¬ 
tions against the applicants/ 
accused are also not of a 
grave magnitude as the 
amount of bribe/laundered 
money is only 31,13,61,125 
which is a paltry amount in 
comparison to the allega¬ 
tions against Sh. Dayanidhi 
Maran and others, where 
the bribe/laundered 

amount was 3749 crore, but 
he was not arrested,” the 
judge stated. 


Mr. Maran and the other 
accused were discharged in 
the case. 

The judge noted that the 
Enforcement Directorate 
has filed its complaint in the 
case on June 13, 2018 and a 
supplementary complaint 
on Oct. 25,2018. The matter 
is listed for consideration of 
cognisance but the ED, in¬ 
stead of arguing on this 
point, is seeking date after 
date, “on the pretext that 
further investigation is still 
going on. This conduct of 
the ED speaks for itself and 
needs no elaboration.” 

In both cases, the agen¬ 
cies alleged that the former 
Minister received bribe in 
lieu of giving approvals for 
foreign direct investments 
and laundered it. 


Romila Thapar declines 
to send her CV to JNU 


On Monday, the University 
defended itself by claiming 
that it was only following 
rules - which were amend¬ 
ed in August 2018 - and that 
the letters were written to 
Professors Emeritus “not for 
discontinuation”, but to 
“know their availability and 
their willingness to continue 
their association with the 


university.” 

Professor Thapar pointed 
out that the letter sent to her 
has the following subject 
line: ‘Assessment of past 
work of “Professor Emeri¬ 
tus” in Jawaharlal Nehru Un¬ 
iversity for the Committee to 
decide on Continuation’, 
thus exposing the adminis¬ 
tration’s defence as baseless. 


Institute of Eminence 
tag for five 


The new greenfield Bharti 
Institute, a project of Airtel’s 
Satya Bharti Foundation, 
has also been issued the 
letter. 

The Ministry took the ac¬ 
tion on Wednesday, follow¬ 
ing a recommendation from 
the University Grants Com¬ 
mission (UGC) last month. 
Each university will be re¬ 
quired to sign a Memoran¬ 
dum of Understanding with 
the Ministry, laying out its 
plan to achieve the objective 
of becoming a world-class 
institution. The public insti¬ 
tutions on the list will then 
be eligible for a government 
grant of 31,000 crore. 

Four other institutions, 
which had also been recom¬ 
mended by the UGC, re¬ 
quire the State governments 
to act before they can be 
awarded the status. The Ta¬ 


mil Nadu and West Bengal 
governments must commit 
themselves to contributing 
half of the funds required 
for Anna University and Ja- 
davpur University. The Ut¬ 
tar Pradesh and Haryana As¬ 
semblies must pass 
legislation to end the private 
university status of Shiv Na¬ 
dar University and OP Jindal 
University, so that they 
could receive the new status 
of IoE Deemed Universities. 

UGC inspections 

These institutions will not 
be subject to UGC inspec¬ 
tions, and are free to set 
their own courses and curri¬ 
culum, fee structure and 
merit-based admission sys¬ 
tems. They will have com¬ 
plete academic, administra¬ 
tive and financial autonomy, 
the statement said. 


SC allows Iltija Mufti 
to meet her mother 


The order follows a petition 
filed by party general secre¬ 
tary Sitaram Yechury, who 
visited Mr. Tarigami, also 
under detention, in his 
home town in the Valley. Mr. 
Yechury, however, said he 
would still pursue his case 
against the curfew and res¬ 
trictions in the Supreme 
Court. The court issued not¬ 
ice to the government in this 
regard and asked the latter 
to respond in a week. 

The court heard Anurad- 
ha Bhasin, executive editor 
of Kashmir Times, who said 
the communication block¬ 
ade continued unabated 
even after 31 days. 

Senior lawyer Vrinda 
Grover, for Ms. Bhasin, de¬ 
manded the government to 
produce the order or notifi¬ 


cation by which it had shut 
down mobile and Internet 
services. 

“What are journalists and 
the media supposed to do 
here to report on Kashmir 
with freedom and fairness?” 
Ms. Grover argued in an im¬ 
passioned manner. 

She referred to an inci¬ 
dent of how a doctor was 
detained for seeking better 
medical amenities. 

Mr. Mehta immediately 
countered that this was “fac¬ 
tually incorrect”. 

The court issued notice to 
the government and asked it 
to file its response in a week. 
It said all the petitions chal¬ 
lenging the curfew and res¬ 
trictions imposed in the Val¬ 
ley would be heard on 
September 16. 


Bihar MLAs voice 
sample tests positive 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

PATNA 

The voice sample report of 
imprisoned Bihar MLA 
Anant Singh on Thursday 
has tested positive. The In¬ 
dependent MLA from Moka- 
ma had given his voice sam¬ 
ple on August 1 to the Patna 
police in connection with a 
telephonic conversation 
with an alleged contract 
killer. 

Mr. Singh was, later. 



found missing from his offi¬ 
cial residence in Patna and 
declared an absconder after 
an AK-47 rifle, 26 cartridges 
and two hand grenades 
were recovered from his an¬ 
cestral home at Ladma, un¬ 
der the Barh Police Station 
in Patna. 

After five days, the MLA 
surprised everyone by sur¬ 
rendering at a local court at 
Salcet in Delhi. The MLA was 
booked and sent to jail. 



SC denies relief to Chidambaram 

Supreme Court judgment clears path for ED to arrest him in INX Media money laundering case 


Pak. moved 
troops close to 
LoC, says India 



Karti Chidambaram arriving at the Rouse Avenue court in New 
Delhi on Thursday, -sandeepsaxena 


KRISH NADAS RAJAGOPAL 

NEW DELHI 

The Supreme Court on 
Thursday denied former Un¬ 
ion Finance Minister P. Chi¬ 
dambaram protection from 
arrest by the Enforcement 
Directorate (ED), which is in¬ 
vestigating charges of money 
laundering against the senior 
Congress leader in the INX 
Media case. 

A Bench of Justices R. Ba- 
numathi and A.S. Bopanna 
said anticipatory bail (bail in 
the pre-arrest stage) was an 
extraordinary remedy, 
which an accused in an eco¬ 
nomic offence is usually not 
entitled to. 

Anticipatory bail is given 
by court sparingly, especially 
in economic offence cases. 
“Economic offences stand as 
a different class as they affect 
the economic fabric of socie¬ 
ty,” Justice Banumathi, who 
wrote the 57-page judgment, 
observed. 

The Bench said anticipato¬ 
ry bail at the stage of investi- 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Union Minister of State Jiten- 
dra Singh on Thursday said a 
Centralised Technology Ver¬ 
tical (CTV) would be set up 
under the Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBI) at a cost 
of ?99 crore to facilitate real¬ 
time information sharing 
with investigators across the 
country. 

The CTV would be func¬ 
tional by next year, said the 
Minister at the first national 
conference on cyber-crime 
investigation and forensics 
organised by the CBI. 


gation frustrated the interro¬ 
gation and collection of 
“useful information” and 
concealed materials. The in¬ 
terrogation may not succeed 
as the accused knew that he 
was protected by the bail or- 



Jitendra Singh 


Dr. Singh said after the 
abrogation of special status 
to Jammu and Kashmir un¬ 
der Article 370 of the Consti¬ 
tution, “cyber manipula- 


der. In economic offences, 
the accused may use his li¬ 
berty to “definitely hamper 
effective investigation”. 

The court completely 
agreed with Solicitor-Gener¬ 
al Tushar Mehta’s submis- 


tors” were posing risk to the 
country by circulating fake 
videos on social media, 
which needed to be ad¬ 
dressed. 

Cyber offences 

The Minister highlighted the 
importance of studying cyb¬ 
er offences, given that India 
has the second largest users 
of Internet in the world. He 
said non-government organ¬ 
isations and activists should 
also join the fight against 
cyber crime. 

He said under the leader¬ 
ship of Prime Minister Na- 


CBI may file 
chargesheet in 
INX Media case 

PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

After questioning Congress 
leader P. Chidambaram in 
custody, the CBI may file a 
chargesheet this month in 
the INX Media case related 
to 3305 crore of foreign 
investment clearance given 
to the company in alleged 
violation of norms, sources 
said. Some 11 entities may be 
charged in the first 
chargesheet in the case, the 
sources said. 


sions for the ED that this was 
not a fit case for anticipatory 
bail. 

“A case of money launder¬ 
ing involves many stages of 
‘placement’, ‘layering i.e. 
funds moved to other institu- 


rendra Modi, the Central go¬ 
vernment had given thrust to 
the optimum use of technol¬ 
ogy, quoting examples of 
Digital India, Government e- 
Marketplace, Aadhaar and 
Jandhan schemes. 

Dr. Singh praised the CBI 
for having gained a “high de¬ 
gree of credibility” over the 
years in terms of the quality 
of investigations. 

Stating that India was still 
evolving as a nation, he said 
organisations like the CBI 
had helped enhance the 
credibility of Indian democ¬ 
racy. 


tions to conceal origin’ and 
‘interrogation i.e. funds used 
to acquire various assets’, it 
requires systematic and ana¬ 
lysed investigation, which 
would be of great advan¬ 
tage,” the court agreed with 
Mr. Mehta. 

The court held that an ac¬ 
cused cannot insist that he 
be first confronted with the 
evidence placed in court to 
deny him anticipatory bail. It 
said this may run the risk of 
exposing evidence collected 
by it “with huge efforts using 
their men and resources”. 

Knowledge of evidence 
would prod the accused to 
tamper with it or influence 
witnesses. The court found 
no substance in Mr. Chidam¬ 
baram’s argument that the 
ED had to prove from the 
transcripts of the questions 
and answers exchanged dur¬ 
ing interrogation that his 
answers were evasive. Justice 
Banumathi said this was like 
asking the court to conduct a 
“mini trial.” 


CBI Director R.K. Shukla 
said the conference was a 
platform for the State police 
and enforcement agencies to 
share their best practices 
and replicate them. 

The two-day conference, 
which concluded on Thurs¬ 
day, was attended by Direc- 
tors-General of Police and 
other senior officers of va¬ 
rious States, officers of Cen¬ 
tral agencies. Union Home 
Ministry, the Ministry of 
Electronics and Information 
Technology, other govern¬ 
ment departments and also 
cyber experts. 


ASIAN NEWS INTERNATIONAL 
NEW DELHI 

Amid tensions over the 
Kashmir issue, Pakistan 
has moved almost a bri¬ 
gade-size force in the Bagh 
and Kotli sector close to 
the Line of Control (LoC) in 
Pakistan-occupied Kash¬ 
mir. The troops moved are 
from a peace location and 
for now have been sta¬ 
tioned around 30 km from 
the Line of Control, Indian 
Army sources said here. 

“At present, they have 
not been deployed in offen¬ 
sive posturing. However, 
the Indian Army is closely 
watching their move¬ 
ments,” the sources in¬ 
formed. 

The sources said the 
movement of the Pakistan 
troops had come at a time 
when it had already activat¬ 
ed its terrorist infrastruc¬ 
ture and terrorist organisa¬ 
tions Lashkar-e-Taiba and 
Jaish-e-Mohammed had 
started recruiting locals 
and Afghans in a big way. 

It added that the troops 
moved by the Pakistan Ar¬ 
my were close to a brigade- 
size and their numbers 
would be more than 2,000. 

The Pakistan Army has 
moved troops closer to the 
LoC at a time when Islama¬ 
bad has been trying to fuel 
terrorism in the Valley. 

International attention 

It has also been attempting 
to draw international atten¬ 
tion and intervention by 
terming the prevailing sit¬ 
uation between the two 
countries very tense. 

Since the removal of Ar¬ 
ticle 370 which granted 
special status to Jammu 
and Kashmir, Pakistan de¬ 
ployed more than 100 SSG 
commandos along the LoC 
to push terrorists and in¬ 
cite violence. 


New CBI unit to help investigators share info 

Jitendra Singh says it will allow real-time communication during probes across the country 


U.S. backs 
India naming 
terrorists 


3 ‘declared foreigners’ in NRC, says NGO 

‘Foreigners’ Tribunal had ruled against the woman and her two children in June 2016’ 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

WASHINGTON 

The U.S. has backed India’s 
move to declare JeM chief 
Masood Azhar and three 
others as terrorists indivi¬ 
dually under a new anti¬ 
terror law. 

Besides Azhar, India on 
Wednesday declared Mum¬ 
bai terror attack accused 
Zaki-ur-Rehman-Lakhvi, 
fugitive gangster Dawood 
Ibrahim, and Lashkar-e- 
Taiba founder Hafiz Saeed 
as individual terrorists. 

“We stand w/ #India & 
commend it for utilizing 
new legal authorities to de¬ 
signate 4 notorious terro¬ 
rists: Maulana Masood Az¬ 
har, Hafiz Saeed, 
Zaki-ur-Rehman Lakhvi & 
Dawood Ibrahim. 

This new law expands 
possibilities for joint 
#USIndia efforts to combat 
scourge of terrorism,” the 
Acting Assistant Secretary 
for South and Central Asia, 
Alice G. Wells, tweeted on 
Wednesday. 

The decision to declare 
all four of them as terro¬ 
rists has been taken nearly 
a month after Parliament 
approved a crucial amend¬ 
ment to the Unlawful Activ¬ 
ities (Prevention) Amend¬ 
ment (UAPA) Act, 1967. 

The law is in conformity 
with United Nations con¬ 
ventions as well as interna¬ 
tional standards, the go¬ 
vernment said. 

The US Department of 
the Treasury has designat¬ 
ed Saeed, 2008 Mumbai 
terror attacks mastermind, 
as a Specially Designated 
Global Terrorist, and the 
US, since 2012, has offered 
a USD 10 million reward for 
information that brings the 
JuD chief to justice. 

US President Donald 
Trump has repeatedly 
asked Pakistan to abide by 
its UN Security Council 
commitments to deny ter¬ 
rorists safe haven and 
block their access to funds. 

In May, the United Na¬ 
tions designated Azhar as a 
“global terrorist” after Chi¬ 
na lifted its hold on a pro¬ 
posal to blacklist him. 




Loud and clear: Members of Social Unity Centre of India 
protesting against the NRC in New Delhi, -r.v. moorthy 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

GUWAHATI 

An Assam-based NGO has 
lodged a complaint against 
three “declared foreigners” 
who were reportedly includ¬ 
ed in the final National Regis¬ 
ter of Citizens (NRC) released 
on August 31. 

The NGO named Assam 
Public Works (APW), the first 
litigant in the Supreme Court 
seeking the updating of the 
NRC, said that a Foreigners’ 
Tribunal in central Assam’s 
Morigaon had declared Jube- 
da Begum, wife of Dil Ma- 
mud, her son Md. Jahur Ali 
and daughter Sahida Begum 
as foreigners under clause 
2(s) of the Foreigners’ Act of 
1946 for entering Assam ille¬ 
gally after March 24, 1971, 
which is the NRC cut-off 
date. 


“The NRC authorities 
should not have included 
their names. I request you to 
investigate how they man¬ 
aged to get into the NRC and 
whether the NRC officials 
were involved in such inclu¬ 
sions,” the organisation’s 
Dhrubajyoti Taludar said in 


an FIR filed in Guwahati’s 
Geetanagar police station on 
Wednesday. 

Mr. Talukdar also wanted 
to know if there were any 
monetary transactions bet¬ 
ween the NRC officials and 
the trio, and whether there 
was any long-term agenda 


behind the inclusion, 
“which may be a threat to 
the internal security and so¬ 
vereignty of India”. 

The Foreigners’ Tribunal 
had stated that Jubeda and 
her two children had en¬ 
tered India (Assam) from 
Bangladesh. It had ordered 
the deletion of their names 
from the voters’ list, and any 
other list where they were 
beneficiaries of a govern¬ 
ment scheme or schemes, fa¬ 
mily ration card, voter ID, 
driving licence, etc., and 
confiscation of all such 
documents. 

Citizenship activist out 

Shajahan Ali Ahmed, an acti¬ 
vist whose group helped 
poor people in western As¬ 
sam file claims for inclusion 
in the NRC, has been exclud¬ 


ed from the final list along 
with his family. 

Mr. Ahmed said he could 
have been deliberately exclud¬ 
ed as his group - Association 
for Protection of Indian Citi¬ 
zenship Rights - had facilitat¬ 
ed the inclusion of thousands 
of poor and illiterate people 
from the minority communi¬ 
ties. 

“We had included our fami¬ 
ly tree proof along with other 
documents while filing for in¬ 
clusion in 2016. Our names 
were included in the part-draft 
published on December 31, 
2017, but put in the exclusion 
list on July 30, 2018, with “fa¬ 
mily tree reject” as the reason. 
During the claims process, we 
included the 1965 voters’ list 
containing the name of our 
grandfather Moksed Ali. This 
was not accepted,” he said. 


Ministry rolls out 25 new 
mobile science museums 

They will cover 115 aspirational districts 


WHO SE Asia Region plans to 
banish measles, rubella by 2023 

Resolution was adopted at the WHO Regional Committee 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Member-countries of the 
World Health Organisation 
(WHO) South-East Asia Re¬ 
gion have resolved to elimi¬ 
nate highly infectious child¬ 
hood killer diseases measles 
and rubella by 2023. 

“The new target to elimi¬ 
nate both the diseases will 
leverage the existing mo¬ 
mentum and a strong politi¬ 
cal commitment, which is 
being demonstrated through 
unprecedented efforts, pro¬ 
gress and successes in recent 
years,” said Poonam Khetra- 
pal Singh, Regional Director, 
WHO South-East Asia. 

A resolution to eliminate 
the diseases was adopted at 
the 72nd session of the WHO 
Regional Committee for 
South-East Asia in Delhi. 

Measles is particularly 
dangerous for the poor, as it 
attacks malnourished chil¬ 
dren and those with reduced 
immunity. It can cause se¬ 



Poonam Khetrapal Singh 


rious complications, includ¬ 
ing blindness, encephalitis, 
severe diarrhoea, ear infec¬ 
tion and pneumonia, while 
rubella/congenital rubella 
syndrome (CRS) causes irre¬ 
versible birth defects. 

“Eliminating measles will 
prevent 500,000 deaths a 
year in the region, while 
eliminating rubella/CRS 
would avert about 55,000 
cases of rubella and promote 
health and well-being of 
pregnant women and in¬ 
fants,” Dr. Singh said. 


Measles elimination and 
rubella control has been a re¬ 
gional flagship priority since 
2014. Bhutan, North Korea, 
the Maldives, Sri Lanka and 
Timor-Leste have eliminated 
measles. Bangladesh, Bhu¬ 
tan, the Maldives, Nepal, Sri 
Lanka and Timor-Leste have 
controlled rubella. 

New targets 

To achieve the new targets, 
the member-countries re¬ 
solved to strengthen the im¬ 
munisation systems for in¬ 
creasing and sustaining high 
level of population immunity 
against the two diseases at 
both the national and sub- 
national levels. 

The resolution calls for en¬ 
suring a highly sensitive lab¬ 
oratory supported case- 
based surveillance system - 
better evidence for appro¬ 
priate planning and res¬ 
ponse. It also emphasises on 
preparedness for outbreak 
response activities. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Aiming to take science edu¬ 
cation to students in areas 
without access to such ser¬ 
vices, the Union Culture Mi¬ 
nistry on Thursday rolled 
out 25 new mobile science 
museums, including one for 
Ladakh. 

Union Culture and Tou¬ 
rism Minister of State (Inde¬ 
pendent charge) Prahlad 
Singh Patel flagged off the 
science museum bus in Leh. 
These museums-on-wheels 
will travel to schools in the 
115 “aspirational districts”, 
as named by the Centre. 

Speaking at the launch in 
Leh, Mr. Patel said the pro¬ 
gramme has been successful 
in supplementing formal 
education and creating 
scientific awareness since its 
inception in 1965. Till now, 
the programme had 23 such 
buses or vans. 

“The buses will travel to 
schools in aspirational dis¬ 
tricts throughout the year 
except during the vacations 



Prahlad Singh Patel 


and will aim to create a 
scientific awareness among 
the rural children. Each spe¬ 
cially designed bus contains 
20 interactive exhibits and 
other demonstrations relat¬ 
ed to children and rural 
life,” a statement released 
by the Ministry said. 

The exhibitions cover 
topics like measurement, 
machines in everyday life, 
food and health, chemistry 
and life with focus on water, 
energy, hygiene and sanita¬ 
tion and space science for 
human welfare, the state¬ 
ment said. 
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A spark can set off a blaze: PDP MP 

Nazir Laway says Centre has added more fuel to volatile situation in Kashmir 


SC orders shifting of 
Tarigami to AIIMS 

Yechury’s comment on J&K situation invites court’s ire 



A woman makes a call after Landlines were restored in Lai Chowk and other areas in Srinagar. ■ pti 


LEGA L CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Communist Party of India 
(Marxist) general secretary 
Sitaram Yechury informed 
the Supreme Court in a nine- 
page affidavit that the situa¬ 
tion in Jammu and Kashmir, 
as far as he could see, was 
“completely contrary” to 
claims made by the 
government. 

Mr. Yechury travelled to 
Jammu and Kashmir on Au¬ 
gust 29 after the Supreme 
Court gave him permission 
to meet his ailing party col¬ 
league M.Y. Tarigami there. 
Mr. Yechury had filed a ha¬ 
beas corpus petition to know 
the whereabouts of Mr. Tari¬ 
gami, who was not to be 
seen since the clampdown 
on August 5, following the 
dilution of Article 370. 

‘Quite contrary’ 

“The situation on the 
ground to the extent he [Ye¬ 
chury] saw was completely 
contrary to what the govern¬ 
ment is indicating,” said the 
affidavit filed by Mr. Yechu¬ 
ry, represented by senior ad¬ 
vocate Raju Ramachandran 
and advocate Shadan 
Farasat. 



H I I 

Sitaram Yechury with 
M.Y. Tarigami in Srinagar. 


The comment invited the 
ire of the court during a 
hearing on Thursday. Chief 
Justice Ranjan Gogoi pointed 
out that Mr. Yechury was al¬ 
lowed to visit curfew-hit 
Jammu and Kashmir only to 
enquire about his colleague 
and nothing else. He said the 
comment in the affidavit 
seemed to have exceeded 
the purpose of his visit. The 
court asked the government 
for its response. 

Meanwhile, the court or¬ 
dered shifting of Mr. Tariga¬ 
mi to Delhi for treatment at 
the AIIMS. 

In his affidavit, Mr. Yechu¬ 
ry showed how the official 
version contradicted the ver¬ 
sion of the “detained” per¬ 


son. He said that he had 
asked the Senior Superinten¬ 
dent of Police, Security, in 
J&K, who was present “unin¬ 
vited” at the meeting bet¬ 
ween the two party leaders, 
about the charges and provi¬ 
sions of law under which Mr. 
Tarigami was being detained 
in his house. 

The senior police official, 
Mr. Yechury said, told him 
that there was no legal 
charges against Mr. Tariga¬ 
mi. The Kashmir party lead¬ 
er was not being detained 
and he was “free”. 

On the other hand, Mr. 
Tarigami countered the pol¬ 
ice version, saying that no 
order of detention was 
shown to him. 

His Z-plus security vehi¬ 
cles had been withdrawn 
and he and his family mem¬ 
bers had not been allowed 
out of their house for the 
past 25 days. 

Mr. Yechury said his party 
colleague described their sit¬ 
uation as a “de facto arrest”. 
The affidavit also narrated 
how Mr. Yechury was ac¬ 
companied by the police 
from the moment he set foot 
on the tarmac to his return 
to Delhi the next day. 


SOBH ANA K. NAIR 

NEW DELHI 

By withdrawing the special 
status of Jammu and Kash¬ 
mir, the government has 
thrown more fuel on an al¬ 
ready volatile situation, and 
with one spark, the blaze 
could spread, says Nazir 
Ahmed Laway, Rajya Sabha 
member of the Peoples De¬ 
mocratic Party. 

Mr. Laway spoke to The 
Hindu as the clampdown in 
Jammu and Kashmir com¬ 
pleted a month. It has also 
been a month since Mr. La¬ 
way and his party colleague 
Mir Mohammad Fayaz 
walked out of Parliament 
tearing a copy of the Consti¬ 
tution. 

‘Very limited contact’ 

The last time he went to 
Kashmir was two months 
ago, between Parliament 
sessions, and since then, Mr. 
Laway said, he had had very 
limited contact with the Val¬ 
ley. “For the past 30 years, 
the situation in Kashmir has 
seen violence, and with the 
latest move to dilute Article 
370 and Article 35A, the go¬ 
vernment has only added 
more fuel on the already vo¬ 
latile situation. It only needs 
a spark and we don’t know 
who all will be caught in the 
blaze,” Mr. Laway said. 


He said the PDP had never 
supported violence. “Mufti 
saab [Mufti Mohammad 
Sayeed] used to say that 
Kashmir’s children should 
be saved. We have never sup¬ 
ported violence. Our slogan 
has always been ‘dharne se 
nahi, goli se nahi; baat ba- 
negi sirf boli se’ (‘Neither 
protest, nor bullets; Kashmir 
can be saved only through 
talks’),” he said 

After a month of being 
cut-off from the State, he has 
been receiving intermittent 
calls from the State for the 
past two days, but he cannot 
place a phone call to anyone 
there since incoming calls 
are not allowed. “I am a Par¬ 


liament member, but even I 
can’t call anyone in Kash¬ 
mir,” he said. 

‘Help Kashmiris’ 

From August 5, he has not 
tried to travel to Kashmir, 
saying he would be detained 
just like any other political 
leader. “I am able to help 
Kashmiris staying outside it 
[the State],” Mr. Laway said. 

Mr. Laway said the man 
on the street did not adeq¬ 
uately know Kashmir’s histo¬ 
ry. “We were free long before 
India won its freedom,” he 
said. 

“Leaders who trust the In¬ 
dian Constitution and de¬ 
mocracy - they have been 


put behind bars. If the go¬ 
vernment has detained sepa¬ 
ratists, no one would have 
shed tears. Why arrest those 
who worked within the Con¬ 
stitution,” Mr. Laway asked. 

Mr. Laway and Mr. Fayaz’s 
Rajya Sabha terms are sche¬ 
duled to end in February 
2021. “My trust in the Indian 
Constitution is firm and I will 
continue as a parliamentar¬ 
ian till my term ends. It is an 
important platform to raise 
the grievances of Kashmiris, 
and I shall continue to do 
so,” Mr. Laway said. 

His decision to stay on in 
Parliament is contrary to the 
directions given by PDP chief 
Mehbooba Mufti. 


‘Srinagar youth 
sustained fatal 
pellet injuries’ 

PEER ZADA ASHIQ 

SRINAGAR 

The medical records at the 
Sher-i-Kashmir Institute of 
Medical Sciences (SKIMS) 
on a deceased Srinagar 
youth, who the police 
claimed had succumbed to 
stone injuries sustained 
during a clash, show that 
he had suffered “multiple 
pellet perforations on the 
head and eye”. 

The hospital’s records 
showed that Asrar Ahmad, 
a Class 11 student from Ela- 
hibagh, was admitted to 
the hospital at 6.46 p.m. on 
August 6, a day after the 
Centre revoked J&K’s spe¬ 
cial status. The X-ray re¬ 
port showed multiple pel¬ 
lets lodged inside the skull 
and eye socket. 

The patient registration 
card showed that the pa¬ 
tient was admitted as a sur¬ 
gical emergency and that 
the doctors examined him 
for all possibilities of inju¬ 
ries, including tear-smoke 
shell and pellets. The final 
report, which has men¬ 
tioned the exact cause of 
death, could not be ac¬ 
cessed immediately. 

In another incident, a 
non-local labourer was 
shot at by unknown gun¬ 
men in Sopore on Wednes¬ 
day evening. 


PM unveils 
‘Act Far East’ 
policy 

PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

VLADIVOSTOK 

In the presence of Russian 
President Vladimir Putin, 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi unveiled the ‘Act Far 
East’ policy to boost India’s 
engagement with the Rus¬ 
sian region. 

“Let us deepen the bond 
between India and Russia 
even further... India is 
proud of the achievements 
of the Indian diaspora. I 
am sure here in the Russian 
Far East, too, the Indian 
diaspora will make an ac¬ 
tive contribution towards 
the region’s progress,” he 
said at the plenary session 
of the Fifth Eastern Eco¬ 
nomic Forum (EEF) here. 

“India is a proud and ac¬ 
tive participant in the va¬ 
rious activities of the East¬ 
ern Economic Forum. 
Participation has come 
from top levels of govern¬ 
ment and industry,” he 
said. 

India concluded around 
50 agreements worth $5 
billion at the EEF-2019. 
“We concluded 50 agree¬ 
ments worth $5 billion at 
this forum,” he was quoted 
as saying by the Russian 
news agency TASS. 

Mr. Modi appreciated 
Mr. Putin’s vision for the 
welfare for Russia’s Far 
East, saying the President 
had opened up investment 
opportunities for India in 
the region. 

The Prime Minister also 
emphasised India’s com¬ 
mitment to become a $5 
trillion economy by 2024. 


Russia for joint submarine development 

With tech, transfer, conventional vessels to be built to Navy’s requirements 


Modi raises Zakir Naik’s 
extradition with Mahathir 

Malaysian PM advises India and Pak. utmost restraint 



Bilateral issues: Narendra Modi with Mahathir Mohamad at 
Vladivostok in Russia on Thursday, -pti 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

VLADIVOSTOK 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Thursday urged Ma¬ 
laysian Prime Minister Ma¬ 
hathir Mohamad to get con¬ 
troversial televangelist Zakir 
Nailc extradited for allegedly 
fuelling terrorism. 

The two leaders met on 
the sidelines of the fifth 
meeting of the Eastern Eco¬ 
nomic Forum (EEF) held 
here in the Russian Far East 
Region. 

“Both the parties have de¬ 
cided that our officials will 
stay in contact regarding the 
matter and it is an important 
issue for us,” Foreign Secre¬ 
tary Vijay Gokhale said on 
Naik’s extradition. 

Mr. Modi discussed with 
Mr. Mohamad the “reorgani¬ 
sation” and developments 
related to Jammu and 
Kashmir. 


“PM Modi explained to 
Mahathir the rationale be¬ 
hind the reorganisation of 
the state of Jammu and Kash¬ 
mir, in terms of both giving 
effective governance and de¬ 
livering socio-economic jus¬ 
tice. And in that context, the 
two leaders discussed the fo¬ 
cus was on terrorism, on 
how to combat the growing 


threat of terrorism,” Mr. 
Gokhale said. 

Hours after India’s move. 
Prime Minister Imran Khan 
called up Mr. Mohamad and 
sought support on the issue. 
Prime Minister Mahathir ex¬ 
pressed hope that India and 
Pakistan would exercise “ut¬ 
most restraint” to prevent 
further escalation. 


DINA KAR PERI 

NEW DELHI 

Russia has offered joint de¬ 
sign and development of 
conventional submarines 
through an inter-govern¬ 
mental agreement (IGA) at 
the delegation-level dialogue 
between Prime Minister Na¬ 
rendra Modi and Russian 
President Vladimir Putin in 
Vladivostok, sources said. 

“The proposal includes 
joint design and develop¬ 
ment of a conventional sub¬ 
marine with air independent 
propulsion (AIP) to Indian 
Navy’s requirements with 
full access to technology and 
intellectual property rights,” 


✓ 



Vladimir Putin 


a Russian source said. 

The Navy has issued an 
Expression of Interest (Eol) 
for six advanced convention¬ 
al diesel-electric submarines 
under Project 751 and the 
bids are expected to be sub¬ 
mitted later this month. The 
procurement is through the 


Strategic Partnership (SP) 
model and valued at over 
?40,000 crore. 

The indigenous AIP being 
developed by the Defence 
Research and Development 
Organisation (DRDO) could 
be incorporated in the sub¬ 
marine, the source said. 

However, the Russian fifth 
generation fighter aircraft, 
Su-57, was not offered to In¬ 
dia, the sources added. 

For the P-751, Russia has 
pitched a modified Amur 
1650 conventional subma¬ 
rine to suit Indian require¬ 
ments. The contenders in 
the P-751 are Naval Group of 
France, Rosoboronexport 


Rubin Design Bureau of Rus¬ 
sia, ThyssenKrupp Marine 
Systems of Germany and 
Saab group of Sweden. 

India has signed a series 
of mega defence deals with 
Russia in the past few years 
through the IGA route. “Last 
year and today saw the 
emergence of a tremendous 
portfolio of contracts in con¬ 
trast to all previous years, 
$14.5 billion. This is an im¬ 
pressive figure, it’s a real 
breakthrough,” Dmitry Shu- 
gaev, Director-General of 
Federal Service of Military- 
Technical Cooperation of 
Russia, was quoted by Rus¬ 
sian news agency TASS. 
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Would rather die than delay Brexit: Boris 

British Parliament set to vote on Monday on a motion calling for an early election 



A file photo of Jo Johnson, Conservative MP and brother of 
PM Johnson, who quit the government on Thursday. ■ afp 


U.S., China set to resume 
trade talks in Washington 

New tariffs to make it difficult for them to hammer out a deal 



Next stop: Workers making cowboy boots for export to the 
U.S. at a factory in Dongguan, China, -nyt 


ASSO CIATED PRESS 

LONDON 

Boxed in by opponents and 
abandoned politically even 
by his own brother, British 
Prime Minister Boris John¬ 
son struggled Thursday to 
keep his Brexit plans on 
track, and he accused law¬ 
makers of thwarting democ¬ 
racy by blocking his call for a 
new election. 

Mr. Johnson remained de¬ 
termined to secure an elec¬ 
tion after lawmakers reject¬ 
ed his call for a snap poll on 
October 25. Lawmakers 
moved to stop the U.K. leav¬ 
ing the European Union next 
month without a divorce 
deal. House of Commons 
leader Jacob Rees-Mogg told 
Parliament that a vote would 
be held on Monday on a new 
motion calling for an elec¬ 
tion in October. 

It’s uncertain whether it 
will pass, with opposition 
parties divided over whether 
to agree to an election now. 

Mr. Johnson said he would 


“rather be dead in a ditch” 
than delay Brexit any furth¬ 
er, and insisted that whether 
or not Britain left the EU as 
planned on Oct. 31 must be 
“a matter for the people of 
this country to decide.” 

“I don’t want an election 
at all, but frankly I cannot 
see any other way,” he said, 
flanked by cadets at a police 
academy on what felt very 
much like an election cam¬ 
paign stop. 

Earlier, he called the re¬ 
jection of a snap election “a 
cowardly insult to democra¬ 
cy.” 

Mr. Johnson’s determina¬ 
tion to lead Britain out of the 
EU on Oct. 31 faces strong 
opposition from lawmakers, 
including members of his 
own Conservative Party who 
oppose a no-deal Brexit. 

In a personal blow, the 
Prime Minister’s brother, Jo 
Johnson, quit the govern¬ 
ment, saying he could no 
longer endure the conflict 
“between family loyalty and 


the national interest.” 

Mr. Jo had served as a Mi¬ 
nister in his older brother’s 
government, despite his op¬ 
position to leaving the EU 
without a divorce deal.. 

After just six weeks into 
the Prime Minister’s office, 
his plans to lead the U.K. out 
of the EU are in crisis. He is 
caught between the EU, 
which refuses to renegotiate 
the deal it struck with Mr. 
Johnson’s predecessor, The¬ 
resa May. A majority of law¬ 


makers are opposed to leav¬ 
ing without an agreement. 
Most economists say a no¬ 
deal Brexit would cause sev¬ 
ere economic disruption and 
plunge the U.K. into reces¬ 
sion. 

Mr. Johnson’s solution is 
to seek an election that could 
shake up Parliament and 
produce a less troublesome 
crop of lawmakers. It’s a ris¬ 
ky gambit as opinion polls 
don’t point to a clear majori¬ 
ty for the Conservatives. 


PM’s brother 
quits U.K. govt 

AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 

LONDON 

British Prime Minister Bo¬ 
ris Johnson was dealt a 
fresh blow on Thursday 
when his brother Jo John¬ 
son quit the government, 
saying he could no longer 
reconcile “family loyalty 
and national interest”. 

Mr. Jo had campaigned 
strongly against Britain’s 
exit from the European Un¬ 
ion in 2016, a position that 
put him at odds with his ol¬ 
der and more famous 
brother Boris. But he took 
a job as Universities and 
Science Minister. 

“In recent weeks I’ve 
been torn between family 
loyalty and the national in¬ 
terest - it’s an unresolvable 
tension & time for others to 
take on my roles as MP & 
Minister,” he tweeted. 


ALEX ANDRA STEVENSON 

SHANGHAI 

The U.S. and China will hold 
trade talks in Washington 
early next month, officials 
from both countries said on 
Thursday, but new tariffs 
will make it difficult to find a 
way to end their economic 
clash. 

Liu He, a top Chinese eco¬ 
nomic official and Beijing’s 
top trade negotiator, will tra¬ 
vel to Washington in Octob¬ 
er, State media said. Mr. Liu 
spoke on Thursday morning 
with Robert Lighthizer, the 
U.S. trade representative, 
and Steven Mnuchin, the 
Treasury secretary. Mr. 
Lighthizer’s office said that 
deputy-level meetings 
would take place before the 
talks. 

If held as scheduled, the 
talks would take place after 
new U.S. tariffs kick in. 


which could make it difficult 
for the two sides to reach a 
deal. 

President Donald Trump 
has said he would raise ta¬ 
riffs to 30% from the current 
25% on $250 billion in Chi¬ 
nese goods. Those tariffs 
cover everything from cars 
to aircraft parts. 

On Sunday, Washington 
began charging a 15% tax on 
more than $100 billion 


worth of Chinese imports. 
Beijing retaliated with its 
own increased tariffs. Both 
countries plan to impose 
still more tariffs in Decem¬ 
ber, barring a breakthrough 
in talks. 

Businesses in both the Un¬ 
ited States and China have 
begun to express concern 
about a trade war that has 
dragged on for more than a 
year, ny times 


ELSEWHERE 
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Pope takes message of 
peace to Mozambique 

MAPUTO 

Pope Francis praised 
Mozambique's President 
Felipe Nyusi and opposition 
leaders on Thursday for their 
courage in signing a landmark 
peace accord, as he opened a 
visit to the African nation by 
calling for a future where 
reconciliation and sustainable 
development become 
"weapons of peace." ap 


Italy nominates Gentiloni 
as EU Commissioner 


ROME 

Italy has put forward former 
centre-left Prime Minister 
Paolo Gentiloni as its 
candidate for the incoming 
European Commission, one of 
his colleagues in the 
Democratic Party (PD) said 
Thursday. Gentiloni, 64, was 
premier from 2016-18. afp 


South Africa shuts 
embassy in Nigeria 

JOHANNESBURG 

South Africa said on Thursday 
it had closed its diplomatic 
missions in Nigeria following 
violence against South 
African businesses carried out 
in reprisal for attacks on 
foreign-owned stores in 
Johannesburg. The embassy 
in Abuja and consulate in 
Lagos were shut. afp 


Trump’s West Asia 
envoy set to resign 

WASHINGTON 

Jason Greenblatt, U.S. 
President Donald Trump's 
special envoy tasked with 
developing a plan to bring 
peace between Israel and the 
Palestinians, is leaving the 
White House. His departure 
casts further doubt on the 
peace plan's future, ap 


We meet everyone, Indian 
envoy on meeting with Bannon 


Taliban suicide bomber kills 10 in Kabul 

Violence continues even as the U.S. and the militant group are negotiating a peace deal 



Surge in violence: Resolute Support (RS) forces at the site of a 
car bomb explosion in Kabul on Thursday, -ap 


SRIRA M LAKSHMAN 

WASHINGTON DC 

India’s Ambassador to the 
U.S. Harsh Vardhan Shringla 
met with former White 
House chief strategist Steve 
Bannon at the latter’s house 
in Washington DC. Their 
meeting included a discus¬ 
sion on India, Russia, China 
and domestic politics in the 
U.S, according to Mr. Shrin¬ 
gla. “He’s someone who has 
high regard for India and 
wants to see strong relations 
[between the U.S. and In¬ 
dia],” Mr. Shringla said. 

Mr. Shringla’s comments 
to The Hindu were in the 
context of a tweet he had 


written summarising the 
meeting. “A pleasure to 
meet the legendary ideology 
and ‘Dharma’ warrior @Ste- 
phenBannon, an avid follow¬ 
er of the #Hindu epic the 
#BhagvadGita,” the tweet, 
which was subsequently de¬ 
leted, said. 

As a former head of Briet- 
bart, the alt-right news web¬ 
site, and as someone who 
served in leadership roles at 
Cambridge Analytica, the 
data analytics firm involved 
in a scandal around the un¬ 
ethical harvesting of Face- 
book profiles, Mr. Bannon is 
a divisive figure. 

Too much was being read 


into their meeting, Mr. 
Shringla told The Hindu, ad¬ 
ding that some from ‘across 
the border’ [ an apparent re¬ 
ference to Pakistan] were 
imparting conspiratorial an¬ 
gles to it. “Don’t look into it 
as a conspiracy,” Mr. Shrin¬ 
gla said. Some websites had 
linked the meeting to the 
tensions between India and 
Pakistan over Kashmir. 

“We meet everyone from 
Bernie Sanders to Steve Ban¬ 
non,”he said, adding that in 
his role he had to meet peo¬ 
ple of different ideological 
views but it did not imply 
one subscribed to those 
views. 


REUT ERS 

KABUL 

A Taliban suicide blast in the 
centre of Kabul killed at least 
10 people and wounded 
more than 40 on Thursday, 
destroying cars and shops in 
an area near the headquar¬ 
ters of Afghanistan’s NATO 
force and the U.S. embassy, 
officials said. 

The Taliban claimed res¬ 
ponsibility for the attack 
even as the insurgents and 
U.S. officials have been nego¬ 
tiating a deal on a U.S. troop 
withdrawal in exchange for 
Taliban security guarantees. 
“At least 10 civilians have 
been killed and 42 injured 


were taken to hospitals,” 
said Nasrat Rahimi, a spokes¬ 
man for the interior 
ministry. 

Video footage and photo¬ 


graphs posted on social me¬ 
dia showed several cars and 
small shops torn apart by the 
blast at a checkpoint on a 
road near the NATO office 


and U.S. embassy. 

“My car windows were 
shattered. People rushed to 
get me out,” Besmellah Ah- 
madi, an eyewitness, told 
Reuters. 

There has been no let-up 
in violence in Afghanistan 
even though both the Tali¬ 
ban and U.S. officials are ne¬ 
gotiating a “peace deal”. 

The U.S. negotiator in Af¬ 
ghanistan, Zalmay Khalilzad, 
said this week the two sides 
had drawn up a draft frame¬ 
work deal under which U.S. 
troops would leave five mili¬ 
tary bases in Afghanistan 
within 135 days of the signing 
of the pact. 


Lam calls for dialogue, 
resumption of order 

Protesters vow to keep up campaign 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

HONG KONG 

Hong Kong’s leader on 
Thursday urged pro-democ¬ 
racy protesters to end their 
demonstrations after her 
surprise decision to bow to 
one of their key demands 
was condemned as too little, 
too late. 

Carrie Lam, the city’s 
pro-Beijing chief executive, 
surprised many on Wednes¬ 
day when after three 
months of rallies she sud¬ 
denly announced she was 
scrapping a hugely unpopu¬ 
lar extradition law. 

Millions of people have 
taken to Hong Kong’s streets 
since June in the biggest 
challenge to China’s rule of 
semi-autonomous city since 


its handover from the Brit¬ 
ish in 1997. 

The protests were 
sparked by a proposed Bill 
allowing extraditions to 
mainland China. 

At a press conference on 
Thursday, she continued 
her conciliatory tone, saying 
her decision to fully with¬ 
draw the Bill was an attempt 
“to help prevent violence 
and stop chaos as soon as 
possible, resume the social 
order and help our econo¬ 
my and people’s livelihood 
to move forward”. 

Since Ms. Lam’s announ¬ 
cement on Wednesday, 
there has been condemna¬ 
tion across the protest spec¬ 
trum with activists vowing 
to keep up their campaign. 


Trump keeps defending wrong 
map of Hurricane Dorian’s path 

He displayed a map showing edited path, which is against the law 



Damage in the aftermath of Hurricane Dorian on the Great 
Abaco island town of Marsh Harbour, Bahamas. ■ reuters 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

WASHINGTON 

Trouble is raining down on 
U.S. President Donald 
Trump, who appears to have 
given Americans incorrect 
information on Hurricane 
Dorian’s trajectory. 

During an Oval Office 
press briefing on Wednes¬ 
day, Mr. Trump displayed a 
map from the National Hur¬ 
ricane Center showing the 
storm’s predicted path. 

As he held up the poster 
to give the journalists a bet¬ 
ter view, it became clear the 
map had been edited: Dor¬ 
ian’s cone had been extend¬ 
ed with what appeared to be 
black marker to include the 


state of Alabama. It is against 
the law to falsify a National 
Weather Service forecast 
and pass it off as official. 

When asked a few hours 
later about the surprising ad¬ 
dition, Mr. Trump respond¬ 


ed, “I don’t know. I don’t 
know,” while continuing to 
maintain that the predic¬ 
tions included the possibili¬ 
ty that Dorian would make 
landfall in the southern 
state. 


San Francisco calls NRA a + 
domestic terrorist group 


‘It exists to spread pro-gun propaganda’ 


MARI EL PADILLA 

SAN FRANCISCO 

Unsettled by recent mass 
shootings across the nation, 
the San Francisco Board of 
Supervisors unanimously 
approved a resolution this 
week declaring the National 
Rifle Association a domestic 
terrorist organisation. 

The resolution was intro¬ 
duced by Supervisor Cathe¬ 
rine Stefani on July 30, two 
days after a shooting at a 
garlic festival in Gilroy, Cali¬ 
fornia, in which three peo¬ 
ple were killed and more 
than a dozen injured. 

Before the resolution was 
put to a vote on Tuesday, 
Ms. Stefani spoke about the 
“carnage across this coun¬ 
try,” also citing mass shoot¬ 


ings last month in El Paso 
and Dayton, Ohio. 

Ms. Stefani said the NRA 
conspires to limit gun vio¬ 
lence research, restrict gun 
violence data sharing and 
block every piece of sensible 
gun violence prevention le¬ 
gislation proposed at local. 
State and federal levels. 
“The NRA exists to spread 
pro-gun propaganda and 
put weapons in the hands of 
those who would harm and 
terrorize us,” Stefani said. 
“Nobody has done more to 
fan the flames of gun vio¬ 
lence than the NRA.” 

Ms. Stefani said, “I firmly 
believe that words matter, 
and I think this is a step in 
fighting the negative impact 
of the NRA.” ny times 
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■ ACROSS 

9 You and I rush after hero and 

the actors in "Cloudy with a 
chance of rain", perhaps (7,8) 

10 Fail to pay when due and flat 
broke!(7) 

11 Fast or strike without a 
purpose (7) 

12 Wild crab and one deeply 
burrowed (9) 



14 A little dog fight starting near 
swamp (5) 

17 Spice and flavour from reddish 
orange natural sources (7) 

19 Patent Hypatia had registered 
in first lady's book (7) 

21 Stretchy fabric from two 
fashion capitals (5) 

23 Jane's casual clothes (4,5) 

25 Upset when flat earning rent's 
gutted (7) 

27 Bother hiring nurse before a 
disaster (7) 

30 Ml associate and double "0" 
shot on the US shores 
(1,8,3,3) 

■ DOWN 

1 Impressed by old woman 

knocking girl out (4) 

2 Spouse nearly adopted a 

homeless child (4) 

3 Bear ought to get climbing 

again (8) 

4 Something charged for running 

behind time (6) 

5 I drop bananas with a bit of 

Ragi, picking up say, a 
breakfast dish (8) 



6 That man needing parking is 

escorted and assisted (6) 

7 Reportedly manufactured 

cleaner (4) 

8 Delay support (4) 

12 Burning issue? (5) 

13 Terrific or Terrible? (5) 

15 Talk show hostess invites 
European leaving Hungary for 
entertainment (5) 

16 Perhaps re-do records? (5) 

18 Name country entertaining 
British before the French 
duke, say (8) 

20 Casting a spell, criminal's hot 
and smashing (8) 

22 Batting after putting up 
century abroad (3-3) 

24 Disunity in party is getting 
messy (6) 

25 Animal's tail flicked by leg (4) 

26 Avoiding the restless Cheetah 
attacking in hunger (4) 

28 Trace a cat (4) 

29 Out briefly at regular intervals 
to submit (4) 
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FAITH 

Bhagiratha Prayatna 

The story of how Bhagiratha of the Ikshvaku race brings the 
celestial Ganga to earth is described in the many puranas 
and the Itihasas. In a discourse, Swami Paramasukananda 
drew attention to how posterity has come to associate Bha- 
giratha’s name with the value of tremendous effort, austere 
penance and determination by which even the most formid¬ 
able challenges can be overcome. It shows that self confi¬ 
dence, tenacity and above all faith in God are of utmost im¬ 
portance when pursuing any goal, worldly or spiritual. 
Bhagiratha’s sole aim is to redeem his ancestors, the sons of 
King Sagara, who had been reduced to ashes in the hermit¬ 
age of Lord Kapila. 

The story goes that during the Aswamedha yaga per¬ 
formed by Sagara, the sacrificial horse goes missing. His 
sons go in search of it and find it in the ashram of Sage Kapi¬ 
la. In a fit of haughtiness they raise their weapons against 
the sage who is steeped in meditation. This act reduces 
them to ashes. Amshuman, the grandson of Sagara, follows 
the footprints of his uncles and finds the horse near the 
heap of ashes. He also sees Lord Kapila and is told that the 
forbears would be relieved of their sin if the sacred waters of 
the Ganga are sprinkled on the ashes. Though Amshuman 
and later his son Dilipa try to bring the Ganga during their li¬ 
fetime, they fail. It is left to Dilipa’s son, the righteous Bhagi¬ 
ratha to take up the responsibility of saving his forefathers. 
He understands the importance of honouring the family tra¬ 
dition and the duties of the progeny towards the family an¬ 
cestors. 

He renounces kingly responsibilities and devotes his en¬ 
tire time and effort to somehow see Goddess Ganga and re¬ 
quest her to come to earth. 
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MARKET WATCH 



05-09-2019 

% CHANGE 

Sensex 

36,644 

-0.22 

US Dollar 

71.84 

0.38 

Gold 

39,271 

0.21 

Brent oil 

62.14 

2.76 


NIFTY 50 


PRICE 

CHANGE 

Adani Ports. 

. 366.55 

.2.20 

Asian Paints. 

1519.75 

....-15.40 

Axis Bank. 

. 649.60 

.2.30 

Bajaj Auto. 

...2759.20. 

.23.50 

Bajaj Finserv 

7001.05 

-22.05 

Bajaj Finance 

3292.70 

42.45 

Bharti Airtel 

347.70 

2.00 

BPCL 

380.80 

17.25 

Britannia Ind 

2678.65 

43.20 

Cipla 

478.40 

7.00 

Coal India 

194.85 

12.70 

Dr Reddys Lab 

2682.45 

79.75 

Eicher Motors 

15754.20 

111.80 

GAIL (India) 

130.95 

3.65 

Grasim Ind 

697.10 

3.05 

HCL Tech 

1111.95 

-13.70 

HDFC 

2044.15 

-55.95 

HDFC Bank 

2235.15 

-12.60 

Hero MotoCorp 

2605.90 

39.80 

Hindalco 

184.60 

2.95 

Hind Unilever 

1829.75 

-16.85 

Indiabulls HFL 

447.95 

-10.35 

ICICI Bank 

389.00 

-8.50 

Induslnd Bank 

1308.10 

-9.50 

Bharti Infratel 

248.20 

0.15 

Infosys 

834.05 

12.75 

Indian OilCorp 

124.70 

4.35 

ITC 

244.25 

1.00 

JSW Steel 

216.25 

1.45 

Kotak Bank 

1410.15 

-16.30 

L&T 

1320.30 

12.25 

M&M 

517.00 

11.30 

Maruti Suzuki 

5968.65 

137.90 

NTPC 

123.45 

4.00 

ONGC 

125.15 

6.15 

PowerGrid Corp 

199.35 

2.45 

Reliance Ind 

1198.60 

-2.55 

State Bank 

273.30 

-1.80 

Sun Pharma 

431.80 

5.35 

Tata Motors 

118.05 

8.55 

Tata Steel 

345.15 

5.90 

TCS 

2215.30 

-30.10 

Tech Mahindra 

695.45 

-7.80 

Titan 

1048.65 

11.45 

UltraTech Cement 

3888.80 

12.30 

UPL 

569.65 

8.60 

Vedanta 

139.30 

2.60 

Wipro. 

. 255.60 

.-0.45 

YES Bank. 

61.95 

.2.50 

Zee Entertainment. 

. 360.80 

.5.30 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit 
except yen at 4 p.m. on September 05 


CURRENCY 

TT BUY 

TT SELL 

US Dollar. 

.71.64.. 

.71.96 

Euro. 

79.28 

.79.64 

British Pound. 

88.37 

88.77 

Japanese Yen (100) 

.67.17.. 

.67.48 

Chinese Yuan. 

.10.03.. 

10.07 

Swiss Franc. 

...72.95 

.73.28 

Singapore Dollar. 

...51.80 

52.03 

Canadian Dollar. 

54.26 

.54.53 

Malaysian Ringitt. 

... 17.10.. 

.17.18 


Source:lndian Bank 


BULLION RATES CHENNAI 


September 05 rates in rupees with pre¬ 
vious rates in parentheses 

Retail Silver (lg). 54.8.(54.8) 

22 ct gold (1 g). 3741.(3741) 


PNB board 
approves 
amalgamation 
with OBC, UBI 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The Board of Punjab Na¬ 
tional Bank has approved 
the amalgamation of Orien¬ 
tal Bank of Commerce and 
United Bank of India into 
Punjab National Bank, the 
company informed stock 
exchanges in a regulatory 
filing on Thursday. 

It has also approved the 
government’s capital infu¬ 
sion of ?18,000 crore, 
pending shareholder 
approval. 

“In continuation to our 
intimation dated August 31, 
2019, the exchange is here¬ 
by informed that the board 
of directors of the bank in 
its meeting held on Sep¬ 
tember 5, 2019, has consi¬ 
dered and decided to give 
its ‘in-principle approval’ 
for amalgamation of the 
Oriental Bank of Com¬ 
merce and United Bank of 
India into Punjab National 
Bank and commence the 
amalgamation process for 
the same, subject to all ap¬ 
plicable approvals,” the fil¬ 
ing said. 

The bank’s board met 
on Thursday following a 
letter from the government 
on August 30 advising the 
board to consider the 
amalgamation of the three 
banks. 

Nod for capital infusion 

The bank’s board has also 
approved a capital infusion 
of ^18,000 crore by the Go¬ 
vernment of India, the fil¬ 
ing added. 

“Further, in the meeting 
today the Board has also 
approved the capital infu¬ 
sion of up to H8,000 crore 
by Government of India for 
preferential allotment of 
equity shares of Bank at a 
price determined in terms 
of SEBI (ICDR) Regulations 
and holding of Extra Gen¬ 
eral Meeting (EGM) on 
Tuesday, October 22... for 
obtaining approval of sha¬ 
reholders,” the filing ad¬ 
ded. 


Slowdown effect: M&M defers 
?1,000 crore of planned capex 

‘At current production levels, every carmaker is overstaffed’ 


‘Govt, looking at export sops, 
GST incentives for auto sector’ 

Gadkari promises to take up industry’s plea for cut in GST with Finance Minister 



Offering hope: Road Transport and Highways Minister Nitin 
Gadkari speaking at the SIAM convention, -kamalnarang 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Offering some solace to the 
crisis-hit auto industry. Road 
Transport and Highways Mi¬ 
nister Nitin Gadkari on 
Thursday assured ‘full’ sup¬ 
port from the government to 
help overcome the free fall 
in vehicle sales. He said the 
Centre was looking at steps, 
including export sops and 
GST incentives, to help 
create demand in the sector. 

“As far as the present eco¬ 
nomic data is concerned, au¬ 
tomobile sector is facing a 
slowdown because of the 
global economy... because of 
demand and supply. The go¬ 
vernment is with the auto¬ 
mobile sector,” the Minister 
said at the 59th SIAM annual 
convention. 

The Minister also clarified 
that the government did not 
intend to ban ICE (internal 
combustion engine) po¬ 
wered vehicles. 

He, however, added that 
the government would pro¬ 
mote the use of alternative 
fuels and electric vehicles to 


tackle issues of a high crude 
oil import bill and pollution. 
Thursday’s statement comes 
as a relief for the industry, gi¬ 
ven that it was Mr. Gadkari 
who had in 2017 asked car 
makers to move to electric or 
they would be “bulldozed” 
into doing it. 

Mr. Gadkari also promised 
to take up the industry’s re¬ 
quest for a GST cut with Fi¬ 
nance Minister Nirmala Sith- 
araman. “The industry's 
demand for reduction in 


GST is understandable. I will 
take your suggestion [to re¬ 
duce GST] to the finance mi¬ 
nister... even if it can be 
done for a limited period of 
time. I will follow this up. 
This sector needs help at this 
time and that help should be 
in such a manner that it 
helps increase sales,” he 
said. Noting that the GST on 
electric vehicles had been re¬ 
duced to 5% from 12% ear¬ 
lier, he said the government 
was mulling to extend the 


same benefit to hybrid 
vehicles. 

Any decision on GST on 
automobiles would be taken 
up for discussion at the up¬ 
coming meeting of the GST 
Council on September 20. 
However, the industry is 
seeking an early solution as 
they fear that customers 
would defer purchases anti¬ 
cipating further reduction in 
prices. 

Mr. Gadkari also said that 
his Ministry would award 68 
road projects worth about ^5 
lakh crore in the next three 
months, which, in turn, 
would help generate de¬ 
mand for commercial 
vehicles. 

SIAM president Rajan 
Wadhera sought introduc¬ 
tion of a scrappage policy 
and a nodal Ministry for the 
industry, in addition to GST 
cuts. CII president designate 
and MD and CEO of Kotalc 
Mahindra Bank Uday Kotalc 
said that there was enough li¬ 
quidity in the banking sys¬ 
tem to finance any form of 
vehicle. 


YUTH IICA BHARGAVA 

NEW DELHI 

Homegrown auto major Ma¬ 
hindra & Mahindra has de¬ 
ferred 10%, or about H,000 
crore, of its planned capex 
to cope with the prolonged 
slowdown in the auto sector, 
the company’s managing di¬ 
rector Pawan Goenlca said 
on Thursday. 

Mr. Goenlca also warned 
that if the industry did not 
return to positive growth for 
the remaining months in the 
current fiscal, the sector 
may see more layoffs as al¬ 
most every carmaker is over¬ 
staffed, based on the current 
level of production. 

Pointing out that the com¬ 
pany’s investment in pro¬ 
ducts had not slowed down, 
he said the investments in 
building capacity and dis¬ 
cretionary capital expendi¬ 
ture would slow down. 

“The capacity that we ex¬ 
pected 2-3 years from now is 
less than a year ago. So, 
there will be a slowdown in 
capacity investment. And 
probably about a year’s de¬ 
ferral... discretionary capex 
like repair and maintenance 



Pawan Goenlca 


will be deferred as much as 
possible. At Mahindra, we 
will probably end up defer¬ 
ring 10% of capex... about 
^800-1,000 crore.” 

‘More domestic’ 

Mr. Goenlca pointed out that 
that the current slowdown 
was different from the pre¬ 
vious three slowdowns that 
the industry witnessed. This 
one was “more domestic”, 
while the previous ones 
were caused more by global 
scenarios. “Therefore, a lit¬ 
tle bit of intervention by the 
government could easily get 
us out of trouble. But this 
time, there is no magic wand 
that can work... a variety of 
things need to be done to¬ 


gether to get us out of the 
current situation,” he said. 

Stating that it was “un¬ 
kind” to say that the indus¬ 
try was not doing anything, 
he said it was only after at¬ 
tempting everything from 
product launches to price in¬ 
centives, the industry had 
turned to the government. 

On layoffs in the company 
and the sector, he said M&M 
has had to lay off about 
1,500 temporary workers, of 
a total of30,000. 

“That is like 5% reduction 
when volume is down by 
20%. We are not removing 
people just because volumes 
are down, but if it continues 
beyond a certain point then 
the industry would be un¬ 
able to carry the extra peo¬ 
ple.” 

He also said it would be 
more difficult for commer¬ 
cial vehicles to turnaround 
than the passenger vehicles, 
as the latter was a discretion¬ 
ary purchase, while CVs 
were purchased based on 
the demand. “For CVs, just a 
reduction in GST may not 
help; you need more of an 
economic turnaround.” 


Jio starts fibre-to-home service 

Tariff plans start at ?699 a month and go up to ?8,499 


Surcharge roll-back fails to halt FPI selling 

Since August 23 announcement, FPIs have sold shares worth nearly 26,200 crore 


Outflow unabated 

Since the budget announcement on July 5, foreign investors 
have sold shares worth over 230,000 crore. In September, 
FPIs have so far been net sellers at 23,848 crore. 


1 Date 

FPI flows (f cr.) 

Dll flows (?cr.) 

Sensex (change) 1 

Aug. 26,2019 

(669.71) 

1,272.29 

792.96 

Aug. 27,2019 

(1,041.30) 

1,162.65 

147.15 

Aug. 28,2019 

(1,081.34) 

359.32 

(189.43) 

Aug. 29,2019 

(563.36) 

489.23 

(382.91) 

Aug. 30,2019 

812.15 

1,502.27 

263.86 

Sept. 3,2019 

(2,427.56) 

1,251.35 

(769.88) 

Sept. 4,2019 

(1,203.32) 

1,304.58 

(80.32) 

Net Flows 

(6,174.44) 

7,341.69 



Source: NSDL, BSE 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

Reliance Jio on Thursday an¬ 
nounced the commence¬ 
ment of JioFiber, its fibre-to- 
home service, across 1,600 
cities in India with the basic 
pre-paid ‘Bronze’ plan start¬ 
ing at 2699 per month and 
going up to 28,499 a month 
for its ‘Titanium’ pre-paid 
plan. 

Under the Jio Welcome 
offer, the basic plan offers 
100 GB of data (with 50GB 
extra), free voice calls to 
anywhere in India, TV video 
calling, conferencing, gam¬ 
ing, home networking (con¬ 
tent sharing at home and 
outside) and device security 
for up to five devices. 

On payment of 22,500 for 
installation, which includes 
a security deposit of 21,500, 
the subscriber will get Jio 
home gateway worth 25000, 
4K set-top box worth 26,400 
and bluetooth speaker 
worth 22,999 and annual 
subscription for Jio content. 

“With JioFiber, Jio conti¬ 
nues to deliver on its pro¬ 
mise of connecting the un¬ 
connected while bringing 



about transformational 
changes to Indian homes, 
that it started with its mobil¬ 
ity service three years ago, 
on September 5, 2016,” said 
Jio in a statement. 

Television sets will be 
available to customers com¬ 
mitting to long-term plans 
starting at 21,299 per month. 

43-inch TV set 

Under the Jio Titanium offer 
with a monthly rental plan of 
28,499, users will get a 43- 
inch 4K TV worth 244,990 
and an annual subscription 
of leading OTT apps along 
with Jio home gateway worth 
25,000, along with the 4K 
set-top box. Titanium sub¬ 
scribers will get 5,000 GB of 
data at a speed of 1 Gbps. 


Jio’s Diamond, Platinum 
and Titanium subscribers 
will get immersive, virtual 
reality (VR) experience 
(theatre- like personal expe¬ 
rience on a VR headset) and 
premium content, which in¬ 
cludes first-day, first-show 
movies and special sports 
content. 

“Currently, the average 
fixed-line broadband speed 
in India is 25 Mbps. 

‘In top five soon’ 

“Even in America, which is 
the most developed econo¬ 
my, it is around 90 Mbps. Jio¬ 
Fiber, India’s first 100% all¬ 
fibre broadband service, will 
start from 100 Mbps and go 
all the way up to 1 Gbps. This 
will propel India to top five 
broadband nations globally,” 
said Jio. 

Commenting on the 
launch of JioFiber, Akash 
Ambani, director. Reliance 
Jio Infocomm Ltd., said, 
“Our customers are at the 
heart of everything we do, 
and all of JioFiber has been 
designed with the sole pur¬ 
pose of giving you a delight¬ 
ful experience.” 


ASHIS H RUKHAIYAR 

MUMBAI 

Attempts by the government 
to revive foreign investors’ 
interest in the Indian stock 
markets by rolling back the 
contentious surcharge has 
failed to make any impact as 
selling by overseas investors 
continues unabated. 

Data shows that since Au¬ 
gust 23 when Finance Minis¬ 
ter Nirmala Sitharaman an¬ 
nounced the roll-back of the 
surcharge, foreign portfolio 
investors (FPIs) have been 
net sellers on all trading ses¬ 
sions but one, having sold 
shares worth nearly 26,200 
crore. 

Interestingly, the first 
trading session after the go¬ 
vernment announcement - 
August 26 - saw the Sensex 
surging 793 points but FPIs 
remained net sellers at 2670 
crore. 

Market participants be¬ 
lieve that while the govern¬ 
ment has acknowledged the 
issue and rolled back the tax 
surcharge, there are larger 
macroeconomic concerns - 
both domestic and global - 
gripping the markets that 


has made foreign investors 
bearish on equities. 

“Persisting negative envi¬ 
ronment of lower risk appe¬ 
tite from foreign investors, 
given global uncertainty, 
flagging demand environ¬ 
ment for consumption sec¬ 
tors and continued rural 
stress overshadowed the an¬ 
nouncement withdrawing 
surcharge on long-term and 
short-term capital gains for 
FPI,” stated a report from El- 
ara Capital. 

An improvement in con¬ 
sumption demand during 


the upcoming festival sea¬ 
son, coupled with current le¬ 
vels of valuation will make 
India an attractive destina¬ 
tion, it added. 

While presenting the Un¬ 
ion Budget on July 5, Ms. 
Sitharaman announced a 
surcharge on individuals 
that earn over 22 crore but 
since many FPIs operate un¬ 
der a trust structure, they al¬ 
so became subjected to the 
tax. 

The effect of the Budget 
announcement can be 
gauged from the fact that fo¬ 


reign investors sold shares 
worth over 230,000 crore in 
just two months - July and 
August. In September, FPIs 
are currently net sellers at 
23,848 crore. 

“We see the announce¬ 
ments... as a short-term pos¬ 
itive for the market,” BNP Pa¬ 
ribas had stated in a note, a 
day after the government an¬ 
nouncement, while adding 
that a “revival in earnings 
growth is needed for a more 
sustainable rally.” 

“The Q1FY20 [first quar¬ 
ter of 2019-20] earnings sea¬ 
son was lacklustre... Fur¬ 
thermore, global factors 
such as the most recent esca¬ 
lation in U.S.-China trade 
tensions have turned more 
unfavourable,” stated the 
report. 

Incidentally, domestic in¬ 
stitutional investors, which 
include banks, insurance 
companies and mutual 
funds, have been buying 
even as their foreign coun¬ 
terparts have been aggres¬ 
sively selling. 

Since August 26, Dlls have 
bought shares worth 27,342 
crore. 


Aleris deal still in play 
despite lawsuit: Hindalco 


PSB mergers credit 
positive, says Moody’s 


‘DoJ ignored competition from steel’ 


Asset quality may remain unchanged’ 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

Hindalco Industries’ U.S. 
subsidiary Novelis Inc. has 
said it is ‘committed to clos¬ 
ing’ its proposed $2.6 billion 
acquisition of Aleris Corpo¬ 
ration, notwithstanding the 
U.S. Department of Justice 
(DoJ) lawsuit to block the 
transaction. 

“Novelis intends to vigo¬ 
rously defend against the 
DoJ’s challenge, which it be¬ 
lieves is without merit. DoJ 
suit ignores the full scope of 
automotive body sheet com¬ 
petition. “The DoJ lawsuit is 
based on the contention 
that the only relevant com¬ 
petition among automotive 
body sheet providers is that 
among aluminum manufac¬ 
turers such as Novelis and 
Aleris,” said a statement 
from Novelis, adding that 
the claim ignored competi¬ 
tion from steel automotive 
body sheet sector, even 
though the latter’s products 
are currently used for nearly 
90% of the market’. 

“The day-to-day reality of 
the automotive body sheet 
market is aluminum auto¬ 
motive body sheet striving 
to take share from steel, and 
the steel automotive body 
sheet companies fighting 
back,” said Steve Fisher, pre¬ 
sident and CEO, Novelis Inc. 

To prevail in its lawsuit, 
the DoJ will need to prove 
that there is a distinct “rele- 



Steve Fisher 


vant market” for aluminum 
automotive body sheet, 
which means that steel auto¬ 
motive body sheet does not 
significantly constrain the 
price and quality of alumi¬ 
num automotive body 
sheet. 

Time line, process 

Due to the agreement 
reached with the DoJ on a ti¬ 
metable and process for re¬ 
solving this dispute, Novelis 
is ‘confident that the suit is 
not an impediment to clos¬ 
ing the transaction by the Ja¬ 
nuary 21,2020, outside date 
under the merger agree¬ 
ment, even if a remedy is re¬ 
quired to address the DoJ’s 
competitive concerns’. 

Novelis is simultaneously 
fending off an anti-trust 
challenge by the European 
Commission on the Aleris 
deal. Satish Pai, MD, Hindal¬ 
co Industries, told The Hin¬ 
du, “We are expecting a de¬ 
cision on this soon from the 
European Commission.” 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

The consolidation of 10 pu¬ 
blic sector banks into four 
will be credit positive due to 
increased operational scale 
and capital, and improved 
corporate governance in the 
long run, rating agency 
Moody’s said on Thursday. 

“The consolidated banks 
will have larger operating 
scale, which will result in 
improved competitiveness 
in corporate banking and re¬ 
tail lending, where their 
market share is low,” Moo¬ 
dy’s said. 

Last week, the govern¬ 
ment announced the conso¬ 
lidation of 10 banks into 
four. The process is expect¬ 
ed to be completed by the 
end of the financial year. 

Tech investments 

“A larger scale will also ena¬ 
ble PSU banks to increase 
technology investment, 
which is an area where they 
have lagged private sector 
peers,” the rating agency 
said, adding that these be¬ 
nefits would not be realised 
until the medium term. 

“Based on the announced 
allocations, all rated PSU 
banks, after consolidation, 
will have a pro forma Com¬ 
mon Equity Tier 1 (CET1) ra¬ 
tio of more than 9%,” Moo¬ 
dy’s said. 

As most of these banks 
have higher bad loans, Moo- 


Post consolidation, 
rated PSBs will 
have a Common 
Equity Tier 1 ratio 
of more than 9% 

dy’s expects no significant 
change in asset quality and 
profitability, post merger. 

“Asset quality and profit¬ 
ability will remain broadly 
unchanged after consolida¬ 
tion. PSU banks already 
score poorly on these two 
factors, and there is no rea¬ 
son to assume that the 
merged entities will make 
significant improvements in 
these metrics,” it said. 

“While boards have been 
given more power, their 
roles and responsibilities 
will remain significantly cir¬ 
cumscribed compared with 
boards of private sector 
companies, including priv¬ 
ate sector banks,” it said. 

HR challenges 

Moody’s added that flexibili¬ 
ty in PSBs’ human resources 
practices, compared with 
private sector peers, re¬ 
mained limited. 

“There is little latitude to 
provide incentives, which 
tends to stifle work perfor¬ 
mance. This is compounded 
by the rigidity of recruit¬ 
ment, compensation and 
career progression, which 
makes it very difficult to set 
goals for employees,” Moo¬ 
dy’s said. 
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NCLT okays JSW Steel’s U9,700-cr. BPSL bid 

Company likely to appeal against the order seeking various reliefs from statutory authorities 



Ray of hope: BPSL's profit during insolvency period must be 
distributed to creditors, says NCLT. ■ b.m. siddalingaswamy 



Looking up: The company is exporting to 105 countries and 
has only had to ramp up its exports, says Rajiv Prasad. 

Replacement market, 
exports rescue JK Tyres 

Outbound shipments grew 50% in Q1 


IN BRIEF 



Rakesh Srivastava 
named Nissan Motor MD 


CHENNAI 

Rakesh Srivastava has been 
appointed as managing 
director, Nissan Motor India 
Pvt. Ltd (NMIPL). He will 
report to Sinan Ozkok, 
president, Nissan India 
Operations, according to a 
company statement. 
Previously, he worked as 
director in charge of electric 
vehicle development in JSW 
Group. Prior to that, Mr. 
Srivastava held senior 
positions in Hyundai Motor 
India and Maruti Suzuki. 

Dr. Reddy's launches 
generic of Zyban tablets 

HYDERABAD 

Dr. Reddy's Laboratories said 
it had launched in the U.S. 
Bupropion Hydrochloride 
Extended-Release tablets, a 
therapeutically equivalent 
generic version of Zyban that 
is indicated as an aid to 
smoking cessation. The 
Zyban brand and generic had 
U.S. sales of approximately 
$5.4 million moving annual 
total (MAT) for the twelve 
months ended June 2019, 
Dr.Reddy's said, citing IQVIA 
Health numbers. 

Eveready Industries to 
sell land in Hyderabad 

KOLKATA 

Eveready Industries India Ltd. 
is planning to sell a land 
parcel of 25 acres at 
Hyderabad for £100 crore. 
The land had become surplus 
after the battery unit, which 
it housed, was closed down 
in 2010 due to uneconomic 
operations. An agreement for 
sale has already been 
executed with Nuland 
Technologies for sale of this 
land situated at Moula All 
Industrial Development Area, 
Hyderabad, the company said 
in a regulatory filing. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

The National Company Law 
Tribunal (NCLT) on Thurs¬ 
day approved JSW Steel’s 
H9,700 crore bid for Bhush- 
an Power and Steel Limited 
(BPSL). 

However, the company is 
likely to appeal against the 
order as NCLT had disposed 
of JSW Steel’s petition seek¬ 
ing various reliefs from statu¬ 
tory authorities under the In¬ 
come Tax Act 1961, Ministry 
of Corporate Affairs, Depart¬ 
ment of Registration of 
Stamps and Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI), said sources in 
the know of the 
development. 

Filing application 

“We do not feel persuaded to 
accept the prayer made in 
the resolution plan yet the 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

Aditya Birla Capital Limited 
(ABCL) will raise £2,100 
crore equity capital through 
a preferential allotment to 
investors and the 
promoters. 

The equity capital will be 
raised at H00 per share, 
which is at a 10.62% premi¬ 
um to the ABCL closing 
price of £)0.40 as of Sep¬ 
tember 4, the company said 
in a statement. 

Jomei Investments Limit¬ 
ed - an entity affiliated with 
U.S.-based private equity 
firm Advent International - 
would invest H,000 crore 
while PI Opportunities 
Fund - an entity affiliated 
with Premji Invest - would 
invest another H00 crore. 


resolution plan applicant 
may file appropriate applica¬ 
tions before competent auth¬ 
orities which would be consi¬ 
dered in accordance with 
law because it would not 
competent for adjudicating 
authority- NCLT - to enter 
into any such area for grant- 


The remaining ^1,000 
crore will be invested by 
promoter Grasim Industries 
(£770 crore) and promoter 
group entities (£230 crore). 

“Upon the completion of 
the issuance. Advent, 
through its affiliate, will 
hold approximately 4.15% of 
ABCL’s equity capital, while 
Premji Invest, through its af¬ 
filiates, will hold approxi¬ 
mately 4.11% of ABCL’s equi¬ 
ty capital,” the company 
said in a statement. 

The promoter and pro¬ 
moter group entities will 
hold about 70.54 % in ABCL 
after the issue. 

The money will be used 
to fund the future growth of 
the company’s businesses 
as well repay outstanding 
debt, ABCL said. 


ing relaxation, concession or 
waiver, which is wholly with¬ 
in the domain of competent 
authorities,” said the order. 

A JSW official told The 
Hindu /Our bid for BPSL has 
been approved by NCLT to¬ 
day. We are going through 
the fine print of the order 


YUTH IKA BHARGAVA 

NEW DELHI 

With festive season around 
the corner, the automobile 
industry is seeing a slight up¬ 
tick in footfalls at show¬ 
rooms, leading to hopes of 
an uplift from the deep de¬ 
cline in sales over the past 
few months. 

“In the upcoming festive 
season, I am quite hopeful 
that there will be enough de¬ 
mand. I am basing it entirely 
on the fact that enquiry le¬ 
vels have gone up 5-7% for 
our petrol vehicles,” Shash- 
ank Srivastava, executive di¬ 
rector (marketing and sales), 
Maruti Suzuki India, told 
The Hindu. 

The company is hopeful 
that they would be able to 


and as per our legal input, 
we will take a call 
tomorrow.” 

The NCLT ruled that the 
profit made by BPSL during 
the insolvency period must 
be distributed to creditors, 
in accordance with a ruling 
by a higher tribunal in a case 
involving ArcelorMittal-Essar 
Steel India. 

“National Company Law 
Tribunal, Principal Bench, 
New Delhi, has today, in its 
pronouncement approved 
the resolution plan submit¬ 
ted by JSW Steel Limited in 
respect of the corporate in¬ 
solvency resolution process 
of Bhushan Power and Steel 
Limited. 

“The written order con¬ 
taining the details and terms 
of such approval, if any, are 
awaited,” said the company 
in filing to the exchanges. 


convert these footfalls to re¬ 
tail sales. Asked if this festive 
season could kick-start the 
reversal of the slowdown for 
the industry, he said, “I do 
see light at the end of the 
tunnel, but I am not able to 
gauge how far the light is. 
We will have a better outlook 
after a couple of months.” 

An industry representa¬ 
tive said while the industry 
was hopeful that the second 
half of the year would be bet¬ 
ter than the first, things were 
dicey as consumer senti¬ 
ment remained low. 

SIAM president Rajan 
Wadhera, who is also the 
president. Automotive Sec¬ 
tor, Mahindra & Mahindra, 
echoed similar sentiments. 
“We always have light at the 


A two-member principal 
bench of the NCLT, headed 
by Justice M. M. Kumar, also 
said the criminal cases 
against the promoters of 
BPSL for siphoning of the 
funds from the company 
would not impact JSW Steel 
as it was a new promoter. 

Rejects objections 

The NCLT rejected the objec¬ 
tions raised by Tata Steel ov¬ 
er the bids submitted by JSW 
and its erstwhile BPSL pro¬ 
moters. 

Tata Steel had objected to 
the improved financial offer 
of JSW Steel before the reso¬ 
lution professional and the 
committee of creditors of 
Bhushan Power and Steel. 

JSW Steel shares on the 
BSE rose 0.77% to close at 
£216.25 in a weak Mumbai 
market on Thursday. 


end of the tunnel, but eve¬ 
rything depends on how 
long the tunnel is,” he said. 

Asked about the upcom¬ 
ing festive season, he said 
these 2-2.5 months typically 
accounted for 20-25% of 
sales for all manufacturers. 

Deep discounts 

In order to woo customers, 
carmakers are pushing deep 
discounts on vehicles, ave¬ 
raging around 5%. 

In Maruti Suzuki, for ex¬ 
ample, the discounts range 
from £10,000 to 11 lakh. 

“The discounts are almost 
at an all-time high for most 
models. It is the best time for 
a consumer to buy,” an in¬ 
dustry representative 
added. 


LALA TENDU MISHRA 

MUMBAI 

JK Tyres & Industries Ltd., a 
major player in the Indian 
tyre industry, has seen 
around 30% fall in its sales 
to Original Equipment Ma¬ 
nufacturers (OEMs) in line 
with the ongoing slump in 
the auto industry. But the 
company has managed to 
cut the risk by focussing on 
replacement and exports 
markets, a top executive 
said. 

“While the OEM market, 
which accounts for 27% of 
our total volume, is suffer¬ 
ing, we were able to capital¬ 
ise on this by using the same 
capacities to sell more in the 
replacement and exports 
markets, because these pro¬ 
ducts were already there 
with us,” Rajiv Prasad, presi¬ 
dent, (India Operations) JK 
Tyre & Industries Ltd., said 
in an interview. 

“We just had to do some 
new moulds, so we had just 
shifted the market position 
from OEM to exports. Unlike 
the auto industry, there is 
no inventory issue,” Mr. Pra¬ 
sad said. He said the compa¬ 
ny was exporting to 105 
countries, and has only had 
to ramp up its exports. 

“In the first quarter of the 
current year, exports have 
grown 50%. Overall, we may 


not have grown by 24% (y-o- 
y) but we still maintained a 
flat growth. In the last quar¬ 
ter, we were up by 2-3% (y- 
o-y same quarter). That has 
been a good sign for us,” he 
added. 

“Due to anti-dumping du¬ 
ty on Chinese products in 
the U.S. market, we could 
manage to capitalise on that 
as well. And that’s why I am 
talking about a huge 50% 
jump in exports in the cur¬ 
rent situation,” he added. 

He said currently the re¬ 
placement market was do¬ 
ing fairly well and the com¬ 
pany reported 16% growth 
in this segment in the first 
quarter. 

“On the overall number, 
we were able to maintain 
growth levels which is cred¬ 
itable. We are ensuring that 
at least our company 
doesn’t go down in terms of 
volumes [in the current sit¬ 
uation],” he added. 

Now that the impact of 
the 15% increase in axle lead 
on the OEMs is expected to 
extinguish shortly, the cur¬ 
rent inventory pileup is pos¬ 
ing a new challenge, he said. 

“The inventory pile-up is 
happening because of the 
slowness in the industry 
and due to the implementa¬ 
tion of BS VI from April 1, 
2020,” he said. 


Aditya Birla Capital to 
raise ?2,100 crore 

Firm to repay debt, fund growth 


‘Ahead of festive season, auto 
makers in wait and watch mode’ 

Firms expect footfalls at showrooms to convert into sales 
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DEEPA ALEXANDER 

There is a 1936 classic by Norman 
Rockwell, legendary illustrator of 
American life, of four men hitting 
the perfect note. A portrait of a bar¬ 
ber shop in the 1890s, it has the 
men holding a razor, comb, shaving 
brush and mug, eyes closed, sing¬ 
ing in harmony, even as one has his 
face covered in foam. The painting 
that first graced The Saturday Even¬ 
ing Post has been immortalised as a 
mural at the Barbershop Harmony 
Society in Nashville, USA. 

Halfway around the globe, a cen¬ 
tury later, four men in their 30s 
gather on the steps of St Andrew’s 
Kirk in Chennai. The church steeple 
lances a grey sky, and a sudden 
sharp downpour sends them dash¬ 
ing into its magnificent interiors. 
Under the swirling cosmos painted 
on the dome, Joseph P George, Ash- 
ish Ittyerah, Roshan Santosham 
and Alfred Pramod break into song 
- blending voices so well that they 
weave in and out of each other’s vo¬ 
cal orbits before ending in a trium¬ 
phant ‘tag’, a dramatic variation. 

Joseph, who sings lead, is an " 
engineer; Ashish, a journalist, 
sings tenor; Roshan, a pulmo- 
nologist and critical care doctor, ^ 
sings baritone; and Pramod, an 
airline business development man¬ 
ager, sings bass. They first sang in 
college and church choirs and con¬ 
tinue to be associated with them, 
but came together as Organised 
Chaos, a rock band founded a de¬ 
cade ago. It exchanged its blood¬ 
curdling snarls for the relative, 
soothing harmony of barbershop 
music, making it perhaps India’s 
first quartet to follow this unique 
style of acapella singing. 

A bit of history 

Characterised by a four-part chord 
for every melody note, the genre 
had its origins in Europe, where pa¬ 
trons sang while waiting at saloons 
for barbers, who were then also 
dental practitioners. Singing in 
quartets was popularised in the US 
during the Vaudeville era of the ear¬ 
ly 1900s. It led to the founding of 
the Barbershop Harmony Society 
(BHS), now headquartered at Nash¬ 
ville, in 1938. Considered the largest 
all-male singing organisation with 
30,000 members across conti¬ 
nents, it has a formidable collection 
of sheet music, costumes and mem- 


The sign of four 

Chennai-based Organised Chaos, considered India’s first 
barbershop quartet, on how it stumbled upon the genre, training at 
Nashville and what it sounds like when four voices become one 


A 


On cue (Clockwise from Left) Ashish Ittyerah, Roshan Santosham, Alfred Pramod and Joseph P George of 
Organised Chaos 


■ R RAVINDRAN 


orabilia. It also hosts workshops to 
hone skills, and Organised Chaos 
was the first quartet from India to 
be part of one. 

“We were all part of the 
Madras Musical Asso- 


and Ashish joined us. By March, I 
nudged Organised Chaos into sing¬ 
ing barbershop harmony.” 

While Ashish and Joseph had 
passed Grade 8 in western 
classical vocal and pia- 


ciation, led by Au- I::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: no respectively, and 


gustine Paul. It was 
Roshan who in¬ 
itiated Organised 
Chaos, inspired 
by his father’s 
Gatt Quintet. We 
sang church music 
by day, rock by 
night, hence the 
name. But the band pe¬ 
tered out because I moved to 
Bangalore, Roshan moved to Pondy 
and Pramod got married,” laughs 
Joseph, the conductor. “In January 
2018, Roshan got us together again 


We hope to 
develop a culture 
where barbershop 
finds its place in 
the already-rich 
Indian music scene 


Pramod was an ac¬ 
complished guita¬ 
rist, Roshan says 
that moving to a 
form of singing 
that requires no 
instrumental ac¬ 
companiment was a 
whole new world. 

“We meet once a week 
for an hour for practice,” he 
says, “But with our hectic sche¬ 
dules and distant workplaces, it’s 
an effort.” 

Which is why it is remarkable 


that a little more than a year since 
their experiments with barbershop 
music, they were invited on full 
scholarship by BHS for a week-long 
workshop at Harmony University. 
“The whole of 2018 had us unlearn¬ 
ing the way we sing, to fit in togeth¬ 
er,” says Pramod. “I had to lose my 
classical vibrato,” adds Ashish. The 
quartet recorded two songs - ‘Irish 
Blessing’ and ‘Jingle Bell Rock’ - 
that were tagged to the BHS Face- 
book page. “Our avenues to per¬ 
form also were church- and carol- 
related events. So, our being 
‘found’ by BHS was a miracle,” says 
Roshan. 

The programme, held in Nash¬ 
ville since the 1970s, was a revela¬ 
tion, and went beyond the mere 
tropes of harmonising popular 
tunes and how to ‘lock and ring’ 


and ‘tag’. With no stars and no beat¬ 
boxing, there were lessons in how 
to create the perfect blend, with no 
one voice dominating. “There were 
21 quartets and two choruses from 
around the globe, and you get to 
choose whether you want to head 
to the quartet, chorus, educator or 
director’s college. Mornings began 
with nearly 600 people singing to¬ 
gether before heading out for diffe¬ 
rent electives, such as rehearsal 
techniques, sight reading, music 
branding and how to be a great ba¬ 
ritone,” says Roshan. 

“Everything is looked at with a 
magnifying glass,” says Joseph, 
“Your individual voice, group 
sound, how to let go of your 
inhibitions...” 

Competitions mark the end of 
the workshop and follow guidelines 
such as every song must end in a 
‘tag’ - a hallmark of barbershop. 
For the finale, the bandhgala- 
clad Organised Chaos sang 
^ the spiritual ‘It is well with 
^ my soul’, although barber¬ 
shop repertoire includes show 
classics, jazz standards and pop 
tunes. 

Their greatest joy came from 
gathering in the open to singing 
tags with barbershop legends such 
as The Gashouse Gang, and other 
16- to-60-year-old-men in bowler 
hats, followed by giant bowls of ice 
cream, a tradition here. 

“We hope to start an association 
in Chennai,” says Roshan. “Include 
secular music and develop a culture 
where barbershop music finds its 
place in the already-rich Indian 
music scene,” adds Ashish. 

They sign off with ‘Thank you 
Lord for the music’. When it ends 
with Pramod’s deep bass echoing 
through the chancel, I could not 
have agreed more. 


AMERICAN ICON 


Portrait of Nehru, a Norman 
Rockwell painting, appeared on a 
1963 cover of The 
Saturday Evening 
Post Rockwell’s 
career with the 
magazine, spanned 
47 years, ending 
with Portrait of John 
F Kennedy, the same 
year. 


FOOD SPOT 

A hilsa thhali 

for hungry souls 

My Spice Kitchen at C.R. Park offers an 
assortment of veg and non-vegetarian 
dishes, but the fish is special 



RAHUL VERMA 

As a child, an event I really looked 
forward to was the annual nu- 
maish. This was a giant mela which 
offered food, games, and some dar¬ 
ing stunts on motorcycles. The bus¬ 
tling markets of Chittaranjan Park 
in the evenings remind me a bit of 
that experience. 

Everybody is out, talking volubly 
and excitedly, and there is a great 
whiff of fried food all around. And 
though there are no men on bikes 
going around in vertical circles, I 
must say I love it. 

I was in that part of town the oth¬ 
er day and thought I should have a 
look at some of the eateries in mar¬ 
ket no. 1, the main market. That 
Bengalis love to eat becomes appa¬ 
rent when you land up there, for in 


every corner of the market you will 
find people digging into snacks. So¬ 
mewhere, chops - mashed fish or 
meat or veggies coated with bread 
crumb - are being fried, somewh¬ 
ere else, you will see rolls - paran- 
thas with egg, and other fillings - 
being prepared. 

These days, CR Park, like the rest 
of India, also offers momos. And 
then, of course, it has a host of 
small eateries selling Kolkata Birya- 
ni, a dish made delicious by the 
presence of a plump potato. 

This time, though, I was looking 
for something different. I walked 
around the market and stopped in 
front of a place called My Spice 
Kitchen. I liked the name and its tag 
line, “Delightfully tasteful”. I had a 
chat with the helpful young man 
standing outside, and asked for two 
plates of Hilsa Thhali to be packed. 

The basic thhali consists of a 
helping of basmati rice, a light dal, 
fried potatoes, a vegetable dish, 
and chutney. You can ask for a mut¬ 
ton thhali, which will have all this. 



Colourful cuisine A combination of rice and fish; (below) the restaurant 

■SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 



along with a meat dish, or a fish 
thhali, which will include fish cur¬ 
ry. My Hilsa Thhali (1320) had a 
piece of hilsa fish along with the 
regular fare. 

I sat out, and looked around. 
There was a crowed in front of the 


shop next door, an eatery called 
Bengal Snacks. On the pavement 
outside the shop, people were lin¬ 
ing up for momos and ghugni, a 
dish of spicy chickpeas/dried yel¬ 
low peas. 

I asked for a plate of Mangsher 
Ghugni, which had small pieces of 
minced meat in the preparation. It 
is served topped with bits of 
chopped onion, coriander leaves, a 
sprinkling of masala, and some sev. 
I just had the ghugni without the 
toppings, and quite enjoyed it. 

Meanwhile my food had been 
packed rather well, in a disposable 
plate with partitions. Our dinner 
consisted of some fluffy rice, a ve¬ 
ry, very light dal and crispy fried 
potatoes that is known as Jhurjhu- 
rey Aloo Bhaja. The potato is sliced 
so well that once fried, it turns into 


an absolute crunchy dish. It’s al¬ 
ways been a favourite of mine, and I 
actually need nothing more when I 
have rice, dal and aloo bhaja in 
front of me. 

The vegetable dish that the thha¬ 
li offered was aloo-posto, potatoes 
with khus lchus, which was okay. 
The chutney was disappointing, as 
it didn’t have the right mix of sweet, 
sour, and hot flavours that it is 
meant to have. The fish was good, 
though. The curry was mustard- 
based, and the fish lovers at home 
gave it the thumbs up. 

I enjoyed the stroll around C.R. 
Park, even though it was a very hu¬ 
mid day. What’s there not to like 
about the heady aroma of food and 
the excited chatter of food lovers? 


The writer is a seasoned food critic 


POP-UP 


Celebrating South Asian 
contemporary 

The 3rd Delhi Contemporary Art Week is underway, and 
younger collectors with an increased engagement with 
the political, drive up the popularity of the genre 



9 s 



This isn't just another art fair. When the Delhi 
Contemporary Art Week (DCAW) first _ 

started in 2017, it came together as a \ 

way to show the art of now, by 
identifying fresh talent in an 
age-agnostic way. 

"A lot of people don't position 
[newer] artists very well — they 
end up selling [them] for 
interiors and to architects, 
and don't really work on 
their careers," explains 
Bhavna Kakar, founder- 
director of Latitude 
28, one of the initiators 
of the DCAW. "I had an all-young roster, and 
wanted to work hard to present them in the best 
biennales and art fairs. But in large expositions, they 
obviously get sidelined," she says. 

It is but natural. The modern masters, from M.F. Husain 
to S.H. Raza, have been evergreen in their appeal and value 
for collectors, even world over. In 2015, for example, 
Christie's sold Raza's Tapovan for $4.45 million. It was the 
highest price for a work in the category of South Asian 
modern and contemporary. 

Things are changing however, notes Kakar. In their first 
year, only about a couple hundred visitors, "mostly clients", 
had visited the DCAW, which started with only three 
participating galleries. Today, the expected footfall stands 
at about 5,000 people for the entire week, and the number 
of participating galleries - incidentally all women-led - 
has grown to seven in total. 

Nature Morte, Gallery Espace, Latitude 28, Blueprint 12, 
Shrine Empire, Exhibit 320, and Vadehra Art Gallery are all 
a part of DCAW 2019, and participated in the previous 
edition in 2018 as well. Together, they've brought 50 
artists, from various South Asian countries, including 
Mehreen Murtaza from Pakistan, Zimbiri from Bhutan, 
Tayeba Begum Lipi from Bangladesh, and Gihan 
Karunaratne from Sri Lanka, among various others. 

"The idea is to showcase contemporary art — truly and 
simply, art of the time. This has nothing to do with the age 
of the artists. It is the concept, the subject, and the 
application of the subject that makes a piece of art 
contemporary," Kakar says. 

There has been a gradual but definitive change in how 
contemporary art is looked at, and sought out by 
collectors, she says. "There are young collectors now, even 
as young as 19, who understand that the modern masters 
might fetch them more in the future, but they see value in 
works that resonate more immediately with them, which 
address the political too," she adds. 

Collectors with no prior family history in dealing with 
art, are also helping expand the appeal of contemporary 
work. "People in the 25-30 age bracket are also earning 
well. And this generation isn't going the route of getting a 
job, buying a car, and then a house. Older generations 
would think of acquiring art only after all of this is 
checked," she notes, adding that now it is also "cool" for 
this demographic, to acquire art. 


On till 2 p.m. on Saturday, 7th September; Visual Arts Gallery, 

India Habitat Centre, Lodhi Road 

VANGMAYI PARAKALA 


PRODUCT 


Pocket play 

Goulian Finch is a brand dedicated to making pocket 
squares that seek to epitomise the qualities of a colourful 
passerine bird native to Australia.The handcrafted pieces, 
used to take suits up a notch, are hand-woven with 
mulberry silk and 3 grams of gold zari. The credit for 
weaving a 16x16 inch piece with small motifs goes to a few 
weaving families in Banaras, who have resisted the use of 
power looms. 



Contact us at delhimetro@thehindu.co.in 


5 EVENTS WORTH YOUR WHILE 



PERFORMANCE 


Flute recital 

Parichay Foundation presents the 6 th edition of 
its Parampara series, an initiative to promote the 
richness of Indian classical music. In this edition, 
flautist and Padma Vibhushan recipient 
Hariprasad Chaurasia will perform with his 
disciple Digvijaysinh Chauhan. Ustad Rashid 
Mustafa Thirakwa will accompany on the tabla. 
venue: Sri Sathya Sai International Centre 
TIME: 5 p.m. 



Mixed-media 

Commemorating 100 years of Kala Bhavana at 
Santiniketan, Janus Art Gallery has organised a 
group art exhibition called 'Kala Bhavana: The 
Legacy of Ingenuity' at Shridharani Gallery. The 
display features works by 20 young artists from 
Kala Bhavana, with an aim to trace and showcase 
the progress of the institution's pedagogy. 
venue: Triveni Kala Sangam, 205, Tansen Marg 
time:: 11 a.m. - 8 p.m. 



Jugalbandi 

The Raza Foundation presents Aarambh XVI, a 
series of classical music and dance concerts, to 
promote young talent. The event will showcase a 
jugalbandi of Hindustani vocals and the 
saxophone, with Shubhra Talegaonkar and 
Priyank Krishna. This will be followed by a Odissi 
dance recital by Arunima Ghosh. 
venue: M. L. Bhartia Auditorium, Lodhi Road 
TIME: 5.30 p.m. 



Bohemian Rhapsody 

Sunset Cinema Club will screen the English 
feature film, Bohemian Rhapsody, this evening. 
The biographical drama about Freddie Mercury, 
the lead singer of the British rock band Queen, 
released in 2018. Directed by Bryan Singer, it 
follows Mercury's life from the formation of the 
band up to their 1985 Live Aid performance. 
venue: Hard Rock Cafe, DLF Place, Saket 
TIME: 7 p.m. 



Kathak recital 

India Habitat Centre is hosting, Yagyaseni-The 
Ultimate Oblation, a solo Kathak dance theatre 
production, this evening. Conceptualised and 
choreographed by Sangita Chatterjee, the 
presentation is based on the adaptation of the 
novel Yajnaseni: The Story of Draupadi, written 
by Jnanpith awardee Pratibha Ray. 
venue: The Stein Auditorium, IHC 
TIME: 7 p.m. 
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A record of 

ALL THE 
SPINACH 

Keeraikadai.com has foraged, 
identified and documented more than 
100 varieties of healthy greens 


Painting dinner green Pick from a 
variety of green options such as 
keerai vadai and keerai 

kOZhukOttOi ■ SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

ram, adding that only a handful 
of farmers in Pollachi grow these 
greens now. 

Ayyam panai (ayapana tea) 
and Thuthi (Indian mallow) 

Ayyam panai, is usually con¬ 
sumed in liquid form. “When one 
of my colleagues suffered from 
mouth ulcer, he simply chewed 
on the leaves,” says Sriram. 
Thuthi is a common green. As an 
experiment, Sriram tried out 
thuthi juice on an empty stomach 
(thuthi leaves are believed to be 
cooling, and flush out toxins). “I 
made a paste of thuthi leaves, ex¬ 
tracted the juice, added coconut 
milk and pananglcallcandu and 
consumed it for over a week. I felt 
so light and energetic.” 

Kal uruvi (blistering 
ammannia) 

This grows in the wild, and its 
leaves have a sour taste like that 
of tamarind leaves. “As the name 
suggests, it dissolves kidney 
stones,” says Sriram. Mallika says 
the sourness can easily be offset 
when cooking. “For example, in- 



KJESHI 

“Ezhuthaani poondu, neernochi, 
siriyanangai... all of these pack a 
real punch,” says G Sriram Pra¬ 
sad, founder of keeraikadai.com, 
an e-commerce company that 
sources and sells around 110 na¬ 
tive varieties of keerai directly 
from farmers across Tamil Nadu. 

“There are said to be over 500 
varieties and we are still count¬ 
ing. Our R&D team works with 
farmers to understand the medi¬ 
cinal values of these greens. 
Then, we rely on paati vaithyam, 
where elders share recipes and 
their wisdom. We collate all that 
with information that is available 
online. We also sell the seeds to 


encourage people to grow them,” 
says Sriram. 

Sriram, who networks with 
130 farmers in and around Tamil 
Nadu, says the idea to revive na¬ 
tive greens came about during a 
friendly chat with an elderly cou¬ 
ple. “They asked us to get varie¬ 
ties like red pulicha keerai and 
gopuram thaangi. We were only 
supplying common varieties like 
ponnanganni, arakeerai and 
thandu keerai then. So we asked 
farmers in Aliyar, near Pollachi, 
and in the process realised there 
were many more native greens 
like ayyam panai and kal uruvi. 
The farmers also shared ways to 
cook them: we collected more 
than 100 recipes of soups, pori- 


yals, kootus and thovayals.” 

Food writer, chef, and cook¬ 
book author Mallika Badrinath, 
who has written 30 books on ve¬ 
getarian cuisines, recommends 
eating at least 100 grams of 
greens every day. “Once you cook 
them with dal, they take care of 
your protein requirement. Chop 
them up and saute them with 
onions and add them to your sun- 
dal, to make it healthier,” she 
suggests. 

Red pulicha keerai (red 
gongura) 

One finds this green only in the 
wild now, says Sriram. The vita¬ 
mins and minerals it has are said 
to reduce bad cholesterol. It is 
slightly sour in taste and can be 
consumed either raw or cooked 
as paruppu keerai, thokku , or 
thovayal. 

“I make pickles, chutney and a 
tasty red pulicha keerai biryani 
too. Or make a keerai masiyal and 
have it with hot rice and a sprin¬ 


kling of ghee,” says Mallika. 

Avuri (true indigo) 

“It is very difficult to get avuri,” 
admits Mallika, who often stores 
native greens in dry form. “I use 
them as garnish, in dosas, sand¬ 


wiches and in chapathi dough.” 
Sriram says that as it is fibrous, 
avuri is often made into a paste 
along with goat’s milk. “The 
farmers use this paste to get rid of 
skin allergies. They also drink the 
juice extracted from boiling the 


leaves in water. It is said to rid the 
stomach of worms. Dried avuri is 
also used along with yellow and 
white karisilanganni, and hibis¬ 
cus flowers to make hair oil. Ma¬ 
ny corporates buy avuri from us 
for medicinal purposes,” says Sri- 


Dried avuri is also used 
along with yellow and 
white karisilanganni, and 
hibiscus flowers to make 
hair oil 

stead of toor dal, try channa dal. 
Or combine two varieties of 
greens and cook it with two dal 
varieties to get a new taste.” 

Gopuram thaangi (false 
water willow) 

It is believed to purify the blood, 
remove bad cholesterol, and im¬ 
prove the health of the urinary 
tract. Sriram shares a tip: “An 85- 
year-old farmer in Pollachi attri¬ 
butes his good health to the 
greens. He drinks juice extracted 
from gopuram thaangi and vilva 
leaves along with pananglcallcan- 
du, every morning, without fail.” 

* 


AS OLD AS TIME 


Indigo was being 
used in India as early 
as 5,000 years ago to 
make deep blue dye. 

The word Indigo 
means The Indian’ or ‘from India’. 
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Berrettini prevails over Monfils in a thrilling five-setter 

To meet Nadal, who grinds out a win over Schwartzman; teenager Andreescu makes women’s semifinals 



Yesss! Matteo Berrettini gives vent to his feelings after thwarting Gael Months' comeback on Wednesday. - ap 


us OPEN 


REUT ERS 

NEW YORK 

Big-serving Italian Matteo 
Berrettini took another step 
in his breakthrough season as 
he beat Frenchman Gael 
Monfils 3-6, 6-3, 6-2, 3-6, 7-6 
(5) at the U.S. Open on Wed¬ 
nesday to reach his first ca¬ 
reer Grand Slam semifinal. 

In the other men’s quarter¬ 
finals, Diego Schwartzman, 
the smallest player in 25 
years to reach the last eight, 
gave Rafa Nadal a big fight 
and forced the second-seed¬ 
ed Spaniard to grind out a 
6-4, 7-5, 6-2. 

Putting away the 13th-seed- 
ed Frenchman took everyth¬ 
ing that Berrettini had as 
Monfils, who struggled 
mightily with his serve late in 
the match, managed to see 
off four pressure-packed 
match points until the Italian 
finally prevailed. 

“Right now I don't remem¬ 
ber any points. Just the match 
point,” Berrettini said on 


court. “While I was playing I 
thought, this is one of the 
best matches I ever saw. I was 
playing, but I was watching 
also.” 

Big serves 

Berrettini used booming 
serves and stinging forehands 
to overwhelm Monfils, who 
struggled with humid condi¬ 
tions in Arthur Ashe Stadium 
until shortly after the roof 
closed during the third set 
and brought in cooler 
temperatures. 

In the decider, Berrettini 
broke twice for a 4-2 lead but 
a rejuvenated Monfils, who 
despite being bent over in ex¬ 
haustion after many points, 
dug deep and raced around 
the court to fight off three 
match points to force a final- 
set tiebreak. 

But Monfils ran out of 
tricks and it was Berrettini 
who leaned on his powerful 
serve to prevail and become 
the fourth Italian man to 
reach a Grand Slam semifinal 
in the Open Era. 

Monfils was very efficient 


in the first set and had an ear¬ 
ly 2-0 lead in the second but 
Berrettini took over and 
broke the fatigued French¬ 
man twice before ultimately 
firing down an ace to seal a 


hold to love that levelled the 
match at 1-1. 

Berrettini, the 24th seed, 
broke twice for a 5-2 lead and 
served out the third set, 
which was interrupted for 


about five minutes when rain 
forced the closure of the roof. 

Monfils, with his back firm¬ 
ly against the wall to start the 
fourth, suddenly looked full 
of energy and was bouncing 


on his feet between points as 
he got a crucial break and 
won 88% of his first-serve 
points to force the decider. 

For Berrettini, it marked 
the latest triumph in a season 


in which the 23-year-old Ita¬ 
lian won titles in Budapest 
and Stuttgart en route to a ca¬ 
reer-high ranking of 20th in 
June. 

Staying on course 

With Roger Federer and 2018 
champion Novak Djokovic 
having already exited, Nadal’s 
path to a fourth Open trophy 
has been cleared of familiar 
hurdles. 

But Schwartzman remind¬ 
ed Nadal that danger can lurk 
everywhere, even from an 
opponent he had beaten in all 
seven previous meetings and 
only lost two sets. 

That caution was well 
placed as Schwartzman made 
the 18-time Grand Slam win¬ 
ner work for every point, 
with the Argentine fighting 
back from two breaks down 
in the opening two sets. 

In the women’s section, 
Canadian teenager Bianca 
Andreescu came from behind 
to overpower Elise Mertens 
3-6, 6-2, 6-3 and reach her 
first Grand Slam semifinal, 
against Belinda Bencic. 


Match stats 


1 Berrettini 


Monfils 

15 

Aces 

10 

6 

Double 

Faults 

17 

54 

First Serve 
(%) 

60 

69 

Net Points 
Won (%) 

71 

6/17 

Breakpoints 

Won 

5/15 

53 

Winners 

41 

64 

Unforced 

Errors 

51 

165 

Total Points 
Won 

159 

12.28 

Distance 

Covered/pt 

(m) 

13.35 


THE RESULTS 


Quarterfinals: 

Men: 24-Matteo Berrettini (Ita) 
bt 13-Gael Monfils (Fra) 3-6, 
6-3, 6-2, 3-6, 7-6(5); 2-Rafael 
Nadal (Esp) bt 20-Diego 
Schwartzman (Arg) 6-4, 7-5, 
6 - 2 . 

Women: 15-Bianca Andreescu 
(Can) bt 25-Elise Mertens (Bel) 
3-6, 6-2, 6-3. 


+ 



Magnificent Smith seizes the day 


England's nemesis: It was business as usual for Steve Smith on Thursday as the top-ranked 
Test batsman notched up his third career double ton. ■ ryan pierse/getty images 


THE ASHES 


REUT ERS 

MANCHESTER 

Steve Smith’s domination of 
England’s bowling attack in 
the Ashes series reached 
new heights on Thursday as 
his magnificent 211 (319b, 
24x4, 2x6) led Australia to 
497 for eight declared on the 
second day of the fourth 
Test at Old Trafford. 

England lost opener Joe 
Denly for four, brilliantly 
caught by Matthew Wade at 
short leg after he fended off 
a rising delivery from Pat 
Cummins, to leave it strug¬ 
gling on 23 for one at the 
close. 

But the day, in which Aus¬ 
tralia smelt again the chance 
of retaining the Ashes, was 
all about Smith and the the 
30-year-old’s fine demon¬ 
stration of the art of Test bat¬ 
ting even as he enjoyed good 
fortune. 

Reprieves 

Having made his third centu¬ 
ry of the series. Smith was 
on 118 when he was caught 
by Ben Stokes off left-arm 
spinner Jack Leach. Unfortu¬ 


nately for the host, joy 
turned to despair when vi¬ 
deo officials deemed Leach 
had delivered a no-ball. 

Earlier, Smith had had a 
lucky escape when Jofra 
Archer dropped a caught 
and bowled chance. 

England had come into 
this match in buoyant mood 
but minute by minute, over 
by over and run by run, 
Smith drained away its self¬ 
belief. His 145-run sixth- 
wicket stand with captain 
Tim Paine (58) and Mitchell 
Stare’s blistering unbeaten 
54 put Australia firmly in 
control. 


scoreboard 


Australia - 1st innings: Marcus 
Harris Ibw b Broad 13, David 
Warner c Bairstow b Broad 0, 
Marnus Labuschagne b Overton 
67, Steve Smith c Denly b Root 
211, Travis Head Ibw b Broad 19, 
Matthew Wade c Root b Leach 
16, Tim Paine c Bairstow b 
Overton 58, Pat Cummins c 
Stokes b Leach 4, Mitchell Stare 
(not out) 54, Nathan Lyon (not 
out) 26; Extras (b-8, lb-14, w-3, 
nb-4): 29; Total (for eight wkts. 
decl. in 126 overs) 497. 

Fall of wickets: 1-1, 2-28, 3- 
144, 4-183, 5-224, 6-369, 7- 


None of England’s seam- 
ers nor Leach were able to 
seriously trouble Smith and 
in the end, with the third 
double century of his Test 
career - the previous two al¬ 
so came against England - 
in the bag, he fell to the oc¬ 
casional spin of captain Joe 
Root. 

As Smith headed back to 
the pavilion, there were still 
a smattering of now tire¬ 
some boos from England 
fans, recalling his 12-month 
ban for his role in a ball-tam¬ 
pering affair, but most at Old 
Trafford stood in apprecia¬ 
tion. 


387, 8-438. 

England bowling: Broad 25-2- 
97-3, Archer 27-3-97-0, Stokes 
10.5-0-66-0, Leach 26.1-3- 
83-2, Overton 28-3-85-2, 
Denly 3-1-8-0, Root 6-0-39-1. 
England - 1st innings: Rory 
Burns (batting) 15, Joe Denly c 
Wade b Cummins 4, Craig Over- 
ton (batting) 3; Extras (nb-1): 1; 
Total (for one wkt. in 10 overs): 
23. 

Fall of wicket: 1-10. 

Australia bowling: Stare 2-2- 
0-0, Hazlewood 4-1-3-0, Cum¬ 
mins 3-0-10-1, Lyon 1-0-10-0. 


Abhimanyu puts Red in command 

His unbeaten hundred takes the team close to Green’s total 


Linde replaces Smuts 
for India T20Is 



Back with a bang: Abhimanyu Easwaran found his touch to 
come up with a long innings, -sudhakara jain 


DULEEP TROPHY 


ASHWIN ACHAL 

BENGALURU 

Abhimanyu Easwaran (102 
batting, 173b, 11x4, 2x6) 
pushed India Red close to In¬ 
dia Green’s first-innings total 
on the second day of their 
Duleep Trophy final at the 
M. Chinnaswamy Stadium 
here on Thursday. 

Abhimanyu displayed a 
wide array of shots, dis¬ 
patching the ball to all parts 
of the ground. The Bengal 
opener, who has struggled 
since making an exceptional 
233 against Sri Lanka-A in 
May, came good in great 
style. 

Comfortable 

Abhimanyu was comforta¬ 
ble against the pacers and 
spinners alike. He was espe¬ 
cially strong off the back- 
foot, punching the quicks 
through the cover and point 
regions. When the slow bow¬ 
lers came on, the 23-year-old 
either danced down the 
track or went deep into the 
crease. 

After reaching his 13th 
First Class century, Abhima¬ 
nyu reached into his pocket 
and took out a ‘Rakhi’ 
thread. “That was dedicated 
to my sister, Pallavi,” Easwa¬ 
ran said. 

Abhimanyu explained 
that he once suffered from 
throwing away good starts, 
until he sought help. “I had a 
chat with (India-A coach) Ra¬ 
hul Dravid sir and my coach 
Apurva Desai. We decided 
that I needed to focus on the 
present. 

“Earlier, if I was on 60, I 
would try to dominate and 
get out. 

“It is important to stay fo¬ 
cused on the present and 


the match situation,” he 
said. 

Failing to convert starts 

His teammates Priyank Pan- 
chal (33, 78b) and Karun 
Nair (20, 24b), however, 
failed to convert their good 
starts. Panchal paid the 
price for playing away from 
his body, edging one from 
Anlcit Rajpoot. 

Karun - who has scores of 
99,166 n.o. and 90 in his last 
three innings - committed 
himself too early to pull leg- 
spinner Mayank Markande 
and lost his stumps. 

Earlier, fighting knocks 
from Markande (76 n.o.), 
Tanveer Ul-Haq (18) and Raj¬ 
poot (30) rescued India 
Green. Resuming on 147 for 
eight, India Green was in se¬ 
rious danger of being bow¬ 
led out cheaply, but the trio 
took the total to 231. 

Markande and Tanveer 
added 60 for the ninth wick¬ 
et before Tanveer was 
cleaned up by a perfect in¬ 
swinging yorker from San- 
deep Warrier. Rajpoot used 
the long handle to great ef¬ 
fect, while Markande fluent¬ 


ly reached his highest First 
Class score. 

The scores: 

India Green - 1st innings: Faiz 
Fazal Ibw b Unadkat 12, Aksh- 
ath Reddy run out 16, Dhruv 
Shorey c Kishan b Warrier 23, 
Siddhesh Lad c Panchal b Unad¬ 
kat 0, Akshdeep Nath c Panchal 
b Sarvate 29, Akshay Wadkar b 
Unadkat 6, Dharmendrasinh Ja- 
deja c&b Avesh 15, Mayank Mar¬ 
kande (not out) 76, Rajesh Mo- 
hanty c Kishan b Unadkat 0, 
Tanveer Ul-Haq b Warrier 18, 
Ankit Rajpoot c Sarvate b Avesh 
39; Extras (nb-1, b-4, lb-1): 6; 
Total (in 72.1 overs): 231. 

Fall of wickets: 1-19, 2-53, 3- 
54, 4-65,5-92,6-99, 7-107, 8- 
112, 9-172. 

India Red bowling: Unadkat 
24-2-83-4, Warrier 17-3-39-2, 
Avesh 16.1-1-56-2, Sarvate 11-1- 
30-1, Wakhare 4-0-18-0. 

India Red - 2nd innings: Pri¬ 
yank Panchal c Wadkar b Raj¬ 
poot 33, Abhimanyu Easwaran 
(batting) 102, Karun Nair b Mar¬ 
kande 20, Ankit Kalsi (batting) 
11; Extras (nb-7, w-2): 9; Total 
(for two wkts. in 52 overs): 175. 
Fall of wickets: 1-87, 2-126. 
India Red bowling: Tanveer 12- 
2-35-0, Rajpoot 12-1-38-1, Mo- 
hanty 9-0-43-0, Jadeja 9-0- 
35-0, Markande 10-1-24-1. 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

JOHANNESBURG 

Uncapped left-arm spinner 
George Linde was on Thurs¬ 
day named as replacement 
for all-rounder Jon-Jon Tre¬ 
vor Smuts in South Africa’s 
squad for the three-match 
T20 International series 
against India, starting Sep¬ 
tember 15. 

Linde was drafted in after 
Smuts was pulled out of the 
squad for “failing to meet 
the required fitness stan- 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

Mithali Raj will lead the In¬ 
dia women’s team in the 
ODI series at home against 
South Africa, the BCCI an¬ 
nounced. Harmanpreet 
Kaur will lead Indian T20 
squad for the first three 
matches in the six-match 
series. 

The team was named by 
the All-India Women’s Selec¬ 
tion Committee, after a 
meeting at the Cricket 
Centre. 

Harmanpreet will be 
Mithali’s deputy in the ODIs, 
while Srmiti Mandana is the 
vice-captain for the T20s. 

The five T20Is in the 
Paytm series against the tou¬ 
rists will be played under 
lights in Surat, while the 50- 
over format will be day 
games in Vadodara. The 
home series will start with 
T20 games in Surat, starting 
September 24. The ODI 
games in Vadodara, will 
start from October 9. 

The Indian women's squads: 
ODIs: Mithali Raj (Capt.), Jemi- 


dards”, a CSA release said. 

Linde has played 75 T20 
matches so far, scoring 611 
runs at a strike rate of 139.81. 
He also snapped up 77 wick¬ 
ets at a strike rate of 19.3. 
The squad: Quinton de Kock 
(Capt.), Rassie van der Dussen 
(Vice-Capt.), Temba Bavuma, 
Junior Dala, Bjorn Fortuin, 
Beuran Hendricks, Reeza Hen¬ 
dricks, David Miller, Anrich 
Nortje, Andile Phehlukwayo, 
Dwaine Pretorius, Kagiso Ra- 
bada, Tabraiz Shamsi and Ge¬ 
orge Linde. 



Mithali Raj. -ap 


mah Rodrigues, Harmanpreet 
Kaur, Punam Raut, Smriti 
Mandhana, Deepti Sharma, Ta- 
niya Bhatia (wk), Jhulan Gos- 
wami, Shikha Pandey, Mansi 
Joshi, Ekta Bisht, Poonam Ya- 
dav, D. Hemalatha, Rajeshwari 
Gayakwad and Priya Punia 
T20 squad (first three games): 
Harmanpreet Kaur (Capt.), 
Smriti Mandhana, Jemimah Ro¬ 
drigues, Deepti Sharma, Taniya 
Bhatia (wk), Poonam Yadav, 
Shikha Pandey, Arundhati Red¬ 
dy, Pooja Vastrakar, Radha Ya¬ 
dav, Veda Krishnamurthy, Har- 
leen Deol, Anuja Patil, Shafali 
Verma and Mansi Joshi. 


Mithali to lead in ODIs, 
Harmanpreet in T20s 


Oman cashes in on India’s defensive lapses 



Bitter-sweet: Indian skipper Sunil Chhetri racked up yet 
another international goal but it was Oman that came away 
with full points, ■riturajkonwar 


WC QUALIFIER 


ANIRU DH VELMURI 

GUWAHATI 

Two late goals, aided by de¬ 
fensive errors, saw Oman 
come from behind to take all 
three points against India in 
the first Group-E FIFA World 
Cup qualifying match at the 
Indira Gandhi Athletic Stadi¬ 
um on Thursday. 

At home and in front of a 
boisterous crowd, India 
upped the ante and stayed in 
control for most of the first 
half. 

Good midfield pivot 

The midfield pivot of Ani- 
rudh Thapa and Rowllin 
Borges was at the centre of 
everything good India did. 
They stayed in continuous 
communication with the de¬ 
fence when India was on the 
backfoot and in telepathic 
understanding with the for¬ 
wards when on the ball. 

Five minutes into the 



game, a hopeful long ball 
found Ashique Kuruniyan, 
who ran down the left-wing 
and crossed into the box. 
With Sunil Chhetri nowhere 
close, the Oman defence 
cleared with little pressure. 

A minute later, Ali Al Bu- 
saidi’s chip found Abdulaziz 
Al Maqbali in the box but his 
left-foot shot on the turn was 
palmed away by Gurpreet 
Singh Sandhu. 

At the quarter-hour mark, 
the ball fell to Chhetri after 
the Oman goalkeeper made 
an error from his goal kick. 
With the keeper off his line, 
Chhetri found Udanta on the 
right but, after skipping a 
challenge, he saw his shot 
bounce off the bar and away 
from any waiting teammate. 

Minutes later, Ashique ran 
behind the Oman defence 
once again. With the ’keeper 
running to the edge of the 
box, he chipped in a cross 
but found no takers. 

Twenty-four minutes in, 
Ashique attacked the visi¬ 



tor’s right-back Abdulaziz Al 
Gheilani once again, was 
promptly brought down and 
a yellow card followed. 

From the freekick, Chhe¬ 
tri ran out of the crowd in the 
box, latched onto Brandon’s 
pass and smacked a left-foot 
shot into the goal. There was 
nothing the keeper could’ve 



done to save that. 

In the second half, India 
was happy to defend and 
hold onto the lead, which is 
always a wrong move with 
more than a half left. And 
when the equaliser came, it 
wasn’t a surprise. 

The defensive mistakes 
that hounded India during 



We re very sad, 
deserved more from 
this game. We could 
have scored many in 
the first half and 
finished the game 
before the break 

IGORSTIMAC 
India's chief coach 

the King’s Cup and Intercon¬ 
tinental Cup were back 
again. 

Moshin Al Khalid’s pass 
found the Indian defence 
stranded. Al-Mandhar Al Ala- 
wi brought down the ball, 
saw Gurpreet come off his 
line and chipped it into an 
empty net. 

On the 90th minute mark, 
Al Alawi ran down the left- 
wing and danced his way 
past Rahul Bheke to fire in a 
curler into the top corner. 

India has little time to re¬ 
group before taking on Qatar 
on September 10. 

The result: India 1 (Sunil Chhetri 
24) lost to Oman 2 (Al-Mandhar 
Al Alawi 82, 90). 




Even-Steven 



Coming good: Puneri Paltan's Manjeet, second from left, who scored 10 points, in action 
during the 33-33 tie against U Mumba in the Pro Kabaddi League in Bengaluru on Thursday. 

■K. MURALI KUMAR 


A ND-NDE 
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Kashish meets Prerna in last eight 

Top seed Sai Samhitha wafts past Salsa Aher 



Overcoming stiff resistance: Kashish Bhatia, who reached the quarterfinals 
on Thursday, ■kameshsrinivasan 


ASIAN TENNIS 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Kashish Bhatia, with impres¬ 
sive mobility and sharp 
strokes, overcame stiff resis¬ 
tance from the fifth seed So- 
nashe Bhatnagar for a 6-7(4), 
6-3, 6-3 victory in the pre¬ 
quarterfinals of the Asian 
Tour women’s tennis tourna¬ 
ment at the DLTA Complex 
here on Thursday. 

Behind her spectacles, 
Kashish hides her strong 
will. The heat and humidity 
did not deter her from play¬ 
ing a robust game right till 
the end, against an oppo¬ 
nent who wilted after the 
energetic show in the first 
set, unable to match the 
intensity. 

A student of Manav Sthali 
School, who trains with 
coach Ram Kashyap in Hari 
Nagar, Kashish will get a 
chance to gauge her game 
better in the quarterfinal 
against four-time national 
champion Prerna Bhambri, 
who has dropped only two 
games in her two matches so 
far. Prerna handled the chal¬ 
lenge from Arthi Muniyan 
with poise, after having 
blanked Adrija Biswas in the 
first round. 

Top seed Sai Samhitha 


was fluent against the young 
Salsa Aher, who was ham¬ 
pered by a back strain. Sai 
will play left-hander Sara Ya- 
dav in the quarterfinals. 

Second seed Vaidehi 
Chaudhari continued with 
her impressive ways and out¬ 
classed S.B. Apoorva for the 
loss of a solitary game. She 
will play Akanksha Nitture, 
who stopped an erratic Soha 
Sadiq in straight sets. 

Yubarani Banerjee was 


equally impressive in beat¬ 
ing qualifier Ananyaa Bhar- 
gava for the loss of five 
games. She will play Prathi- 
ba Narayan Prasad who had 
a tough outing against Van- 
shita Pathania. 

With no umpires and ball 
boys, it has been rough for 
the players in the taxing 
weather. Some of the blatant 
line calls, which even 
shocked the roving umpires, 
did unsettle some players to 


a great extent. 

The results (pre-quarterfi- 
nals): Sai Samhitha bt Salsa Ah¬ 
er 6-4, 6-0; Sara Yadav bt Pri- 
yanka Rodricks 6-3, 6-3; Prerna 
Bhambri bt Arthi Muniyan 6-0, 
6-2; Kashish Bhatia bt Sonashe 
Bhatnagar 6-7(4), 6-3, 6-3; 
Prathiba Narayan Prasad bt 
Vanshita Pathania 7-5, 7-6(1). 

Yubarani Banerjee bt Ana¬ 
nyaa Bhargava 6-4, 6-1; Akank¬ 
sha Nitture bt Soha Sadiq 6-4, 
6-2; Vaidehi Chaudhari bt SB 
Apoorva 6-1, 6-0. 


Eetee and her second innings 

Former top-five player finds her calling in coaching 


ANAN T KAUR 

NEW DELHI 

Despite hailing from a small 
town, Patan, near Ahmeda- 
bad, and training on cement 
courts, Eetee Maheta was 
able to reach the top-5 of In¬ 
dian women’s tennis by 
sheer will power. However, a 
recurring knee injury ended 
her playing career early. As 
destiny closed one door, it 
opened another. Eetee is 
thrilled to stay connected 
with the game by becoming 
a coach at the age of 23 last 
year. 

She plays her part in one 
of the best tennis centres in 
India, Altevol Academy in 
Ahmedabad, that has a tie 
up with the Alexander 
Waslce Tennis University in 
Germany. 

Eetee had been trained by 
coach Jignesh Raval, who 
has joined another promi¬ 
nent coach in Ahmedabad, 
Shrimal Bhatt, for the 
collaboration. 

Right early in her coach¬ 
ing career, Eetee had the ad¬ 
vantage of being part of a 15- 
member team that was 
based in Offenberg, Germa¬ 
ny, for three months, which 
proved an eye opener. 

In Delhi for the Asian Wo¬ 
men’s tennis tournament, 
and guiding one of the best 
players in the country Vaide¬ 
hi Chaudhari, Eetee spoke to 



Eetee Maheta. 


The Hindu about the possi¬ 
bility of Indian women being 
regulars in the Grand Slam 
circuit in the next five to ten 
years. 

“I used to see my brother 
Sameep, who later accompa¬ 
nied me as coach, play ten¬ 
nis and gradually developed 
interest. I used to practice 
on cement courts in MK 
Gymkhana. 

“They made two synthet¬ 
ic courts in 2015,” Eetee 
recalled. 

She reels off the names of 
Vipasha Mehra, Bhakti Par- 
wani and Akanksha Bhan as 
some of the girls who have 
done well by training in 
Ahmedabad. 

“Good physical fitness 


I used to see my 
brother Sameep, 
who later 

accompanied me as 
coach, play tennis 
and gradually 
developed interest 

and mental toughness is the 
key to last in any sport. The 
players have the advantage 
these days with better finan¬ 
cial support, world class 
coaches and fitness trainers. 
The training in Germany 
helped me understand that 
while we focus on rehab af¬ 
ter injury, there are experts 
who prevent injury with 
strength and conditioning,” 
Eetee said. 

On asked why the break¬ 
through performance is late 
for Indian players, Eetee 
said, “the grassroots deve¬ 
lopment of the Europeans 
are much stronger than us 
and physically they are bet¬ 
ter than us. We are working 
on it and soon we will see 
the results. Karman Kaur 
Thandi and Anlcita Raina are 
doing well.” 

Even though she reached 
the finals of singles and dou¬ 
bles in the international cir¬ 
cuit, a title eluded Eetee. 

She is confident that her 
players will win a number of 
titles, and take Indian wo¬ 
men’s tennis forward in the 
international arena. 


Tickets gone 
in a jiffy 

AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

JOHANNESBURG 

South African tennis 
fans bought 48,000 
tickets in under 10 
minutes on Wednesday 
for a exhibition match 
next February between 
world superstars Rafael 
Nadal and Roger 
Federer. The game at 
the Cape Town 
Stadium, built for the 
2010 FIFA World Cup, is 
set to break the 
attendance record of 
35,681 for a tennis 
match set by Kim 
Clijsters and Serena 
Williams in Brussels, 
2010 . 

A spokeswoman for 
the organisers said the 
tickets were snapped 
up online and at ticket 
outlets. “We are 
overwhelmed by the 
enthusiastic reaction on 
our ticket sales and we 
sincerely thank you for 
the overwhelming 
support,” saidjanine 
Handel, chief executive 
of the Roger Federer 
Foundation. 

“Lines were opened 
up by (online ticket 
sellers) Computicket at 
0900 and within 10 
minutes the tickets 
were sold.” 



Another crucial test awaits 

National selection trials from today 


Raju - a force behind Manasi’s triumph 

The physio was instrumental in bringing the shuttler up to speed physically 


SHOOTING 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The strength of Indian 
shooting is in its vibrant 
domestic system. It may be 
hard on the rifle and pistol 
shooters, who have helped 
India top the medals table in 
all the four World Cups this 
season in Delhi, Bejing, 
Munich and Rifle, to be con¬ 
stantly kept under scrutiny 
but the system has invaria¬ 
bly delivered. 

It will be another crucial 
test for the shooters when 
the sixth and seventh nation¬ 
al selection trials are con¬ 
ducted at the Dr. Kami Singh 
Range, from Friday, starting 
with men’s air rifle. 

While the trials, followed 
by the national training 


camps for the shooters in 
Delhi and Bhopal, may keep 
them sharp for the Asian 
championship in Doha in 
November, which offers the 
last set of Olympic quota 
places for Tokyo 2020, it will 
also give chance for the rest 
to stake claim in to the na¬ 
tional squad. 

The best of shooters can 
retain their place in the na¬ 
tional team only with con¬ 
stant good scores, and that 
has driven Indian shooting 
to greater heights this sea¬ 
son, past the formidable 
Chinese. 

To add to the interesting 
scenario, the National Rifle 
Association of India (NRAI) 
has also announced that 
there would be a revised se¬ 
lection policy for next year. 
It would mean that the sixth 
and seventh trials scores will 


form the basis for national 
selection, as against the reg¬ 
ular practice of the National 
championship scores form¬ 
ing the base. 

To this effect, the NRAI 
had even stretched the clos¬ 
ing date of entries till the 
end of August, to ensure eve¬ 
ryone eligible gets into the 
fold and stays in the race for 
national selection. 

The men’s air rifle, will be 
followed by women’s air ri¬ 
fle, rapid fire pistol and the 
men’s rifle 3-position events. 
It will be to the advantage of 
the shooters that they shoot 
the two trials back to back, 
and be done with it. 

Women’s sports pistol, 
men’s air pistol and wo¬ 
men’s rifle 3-position events 
follow, before the conclu¬ 
sion with women’s air pistol 
on September 17. 


BADMINTON 


V.V. SU BRAHMANYAM 

HYDERABAD 

It was also a dream come 
true for the 32-year-old L. Ra¬ 
ju, who played a significant 
role in the emergence Mana- 
si Joshi - the specially chal¬ 
lenged shuttler - as the 2019 
Para World badminton wo¬ 
men’s singles champion in 
Basel (Switzerland) recently. 

Himself a six-time gold 
medallist in the under-20 age 
group in 400m and relay 
events in junior National 
meets, Raju is a qualified 
physio - with degrees in 
Physical Education, NIS and 
yoga - and joined the Gopi 
Chand Academy four years 
ago. 

“It was a different kind of 
challenge to train Manasi for 


the last four months at the 
academy unlike regular ath¬ 
letes. Even the slightest mis¬ 
take from my side can lead to 
serious complications,” he 
said in a chat with The 
Hindu. 

“Because of the accident, 
which saw her left leg ampu¬ 
tated and a rod [placed] in 
her left fore-arm, I had to 
study her body structure for 
four weeks. I had to study 
her [physical] demands and 
how to go ahead with the 
conditioning. 

Complex conditioning 

“It was a complex condition¬ 
ing programme even as bad¬ 
minton coach J. Rajendra Ku¬ 
mar took care of the skills 
part. To her credit, Manasi 
never complained though 
she suffered a lot of pain reg¬ 
ularly. The best part was she 


It was a different 
land of challenge to 
train Manasi for the 
last four months at 
the academy unlike 
regular athletes 

never gave up,” said the 
trainer, who has also worked 
with the Hyderabad un- 
der-23 cricket team and is 
currently the team physio 
for the national badminton 
team too. 

Raju could also empathise 
with Manasi as his sister is 
physically challenged and 
could accordingly pro¬ 
gramme a schedule with 
which she was happy during 
the two-hour grinding ses¬ 
sions. 

“Since she didn’t have 
knee support, we had to 
work a lot on strengthening 
to ensure proper balance in 




Manasi Joshi with 

L. RajU. ■ V.V. SUBRAHMANYAM 


the whole body. It was never 
easy for her,” said Raju. 


The Kadapa-born physio 
couldn’t go to the Worlds but 
he was on the job daily, pre¬ 
scribing the training pro¬ 
gramme depending on the 
opponent Manasi was sche¬ 
duled to face. 

“With Gopi sir there, it 
was easier for us,” he added. 

‘Delighted’ 

“Though we didn’t think 
about the gold, I always felt if 
she gave her best, she could 
come back with a medal. 

“ I am delighted with her 
gold,” said Raju, who had to 
quit his athletics career for 
want of support. 

“For me it is a dream 
phase to be associated with 
the academy and I am grate¬ 
ful to them for being so sup¬ 
portive to my ideas,” he ad¬ 
ded. 


India tour an exciting challenge for everyone: Nkwe 

Enduring sleepless nights trying to find the best formula, says SA’s interim team director 


Uzbekistan prevents 
India’s ‘golden sweep’ 

Host bags 15 out of 16 titles 


CRICKET 



Planning: Nkwe has been communicating with the organisation 
in order to deliver the right things for the team. ■ afp 


Noah Lyles eyes 
Diamond League double 

Would be the ideal preparation 
for the World championships 


CHESS 


RAKE SH RAO 

NEW DELHI 

As expected, the Indian 
domination swept 15 out of 
16 gold medals at stake in 
the rapid section of the in¬ 
augural Western Asian 
Youth chess championship 
here on Thursday. 

In all, out of the 48 me¬ 
dals, India claimed 43. 

The only gold that eluded 
the host was in the under-18 
open section where Uzbe¬ 
kistan’s Mukhammadali Ad- 
urakhmonov's effort pre¬ 
vented a ‘golden sweep’ for 
India. 

Even as the host collected 
15 gold, and 14 silver and 
bronze medals, Uzbekistan 
was second with a lone gold, 
followed by Bangladesh and 
Tajikistan with a silver each. 
Kazakhstan and Sri Lanka 
claimed a bronze each. 

Exciting matches 

The seven-round competi¬ 
tion across 16 categories wit¬ 
nessed some exciting 
matches and close finishes 
in the race to the podium. 

The classical format be¬ 
gins on Friday and ends on 
September 10. On the final 
day, the blitz format will al¬ 
so be played. 

The medallists (points from 
seven rounds): Open: Un- 
der-6: 1. R. Nijesh (5.5), 2. Hav- 
ish Tadavarthy (5.5), 3. Aditya 
Joshi (5.5) Under-8: 1. Ethan 
Vaz (6.5), 2. Rosh Jain (6), 3. 
Aaryaveer Agarwal (5). 



■ Uzbekistan was second 
with a lone gold, followed 
by Bangladesh and 
Tajikistan with a silver each 

■ Kazakhstan and Sri Lanka 
claimed a bronze apiece 


Under-10: 1. Daaevik Wadha- 
wan (6), 2. Krupal Wanjari 

(5.5) , 3. Arun Daakshin (5). 
Under-12: 1. Gaurang Bagwe 

(6.5) , 2. Sahib Singh (5.5), 3. 
Shaik Sumer Arsh (5). 
Under-14: 1. R. Abhinandhan 
(6), 2. Aditya Gampa (5), 3. 
Nikhil Magizhnan (5). 
Under-16: 1. V. Jayachandra 

(5.5) , 2. Anees Mohammad 

(5.5) , 3. Abilmansur Abdilkhair 
(Kaz,5). 

Under-18: 1. Mukhammadali 
Abdurakhmonov (Uzb, 5.5), 2. 
Srijit Paul (5), Arjun Gupta (5); 
Under-20: 1. Sankalp Gupta 

(6) , 2. Rahul Srivatshav (5.5), 
3. Anuj Shrivatri (5.5). 

Girls: Under-6: 1. Diya Sawal 

(7) , 2. Geethika Rammadugu 
(6), 3. Srijita Das (5). 

Under-8: 1. Meenakshi Kola- 
gatla (6.5), 2. Khusbu Warsia 
(Ban,6); Tashna Agarwal (5) 
Under-10:1. Sachi Jain (6.5), 2. 
Hiya Panchal (6.5), 3. Suguna 
Kukreja (5). 

Under-12:1. G. Tejaswini (6), 2. 
K. Ratnapriya (5.5), 3. Cera Da- 
garia (5.5). Under-14:1. Shivika 
Rohilla (6), 2. Sabrina Abrorova 
(Tjk, 5.5), 3. Sarayu Valpula 

(5.5) . Under-16: 1. BristyMuk- 
herjee (6), 2. Vyshnavi Chin- 
nam (5.5), 3. Dewnethmie Da- 
hampariya (Sri, 5) 

Under-18: 1. K. Priyanka (6.5), 

2. L. Jyothsna (5.5), 3. Srishti 
Pandey (5). 

Under-20: 1. Aakanksha Haga- 
wane (7), 2. Rutuja Bakshi (5), 

3. Savitha Shri (5). 



PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

JOHANNESBURG 

South Africa’s newly-ap¬ 
pointed interim Team Direc¬ 
tor Enoch Nkwe says he is 
enduring a lot of sleepless 
nights to find the “best for¬ 
mula” for his side to perform 
well during the tough tour of 
India starting next week. 

Nkwe, who was appointed 
last month following South 
Africa’s disastrous campaign 
in the World Cup under 
coach Ottis Gibson, said a lot 
of work has been done 
ahead of the tour beginning 
with the T20 series on Sep¬ 
tember 15 in Dharamsala. 

“A lot has been happening 
behind the scenes to find the 
best formula of going to In¬ 
dia” he said ahead of the 
team’s departure on Thurs¬ 
day. “It is sleepless nights 
but for a good cause and it is 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

PRETORIA 

South Africa pacer Kagiso 
Rabada says his team will 
look to use the past expe¬ 
rience of playing in the sub¬ 
continent when it takes on 
India. 

“You need to figure out 
what you need to do to give 
the team a better chance to 
win - that is what I try to fo¬ 
cus on. When you have 
played there before you will 
have an idea of what to do in 



also an exciting challenge for 
everyone. It has been long 
hours communicating with 
the support staff and the or¬ 
ganisation who have been 
helpful to ensure that I deliv¬ 
er the right things for the 
team.” 

“There has been serious 
amount of work and we are 
slowly getting there in terms 


certain tough situations,” he 
said at South Africa’s training 
camp here on Wednesday. 

“The previous tour we 
were successful because we 
won the T20 and ODI series 
but the Test series was a bit 
of a shambles because those 
wickets were just terrible” 
Rabada said. 

“If I could give an example 
the first Test match it was 
200 v 200 in first innings. If 
we batted first it was going to 
be a different ball game be- 



of building up to the tour. We 
have been working hard 
enough to ensure that by the 
time we come together as a 
group we are able to create 
clear direction and struc¬ 
ture,” said Nkwe. 

Former Proteas all-roun¬ 
der Lance Klusener has been 
roped in as batting consul¬ 
tant for the T20 series and 


cause we ended up having to 
chase the game. We lost 3-0 
and we were truly ham¬ 
mered.” 

Asked how they will ap¬ 
proach spin bowling during 
the tour, Rabada said: “On 
our recent tour to Sri Lanka 
it was tricky conditions. 
There is a whole lot of talk 
about how to approach spin 
but we will see how it goes. 

“What helps is that there 
are guys who have played 
there in the past and I guess 



Nkwe said his presence will 
be valuable. 

“He has plenty of expe¬ 
rience he is someone who 
embraces and likes his way 
of dealing with white ball 
cricket. He has been around 
the world not just from a 
playing perspective but he 
has been involved in T20 
leagues around the world ov¬ 
er the last few years. 

“I see him making a se¬ 
rious impact and sharing 
some of the ideas that have 
worked for him. He is excit¬ 
ed with the journey that lies 
ahead for this team in India 
and we will unpack with him 
as we go along. He will add a 
lot of value for us in the com¬ 
ing months and that is good 
for us.” 

“We want to come back 
from India with some sort of 
blueprint for whoever will 
be taking over on a full-time 
basis to be in a good posi¬ 
tion,” said Nkwe. 


what you can do is to use 
what worked and what did 
not work during the Sri Lan¬ 
ka tour to have a base. 

‘Weird’ 

“When you go there for the 
first time it’s weird and you 
don’t know what to do. 

“ If you look at how Faf 
(du Plessis) batted in Sri Lan¬ 
ka he got good starts which 
showed that he had played 
there and knew the condi¬ 
tions.” 



AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

BRUSSELS 

US sprint sensation Noah 
Lyles will look to bag a se¬ 
cond Diamond League tro¬ 
phy when he competes in 
the 200 metres in the Brus¬ 
sels final on Friday. 

The 22-year-old went to 
last week’s first final in Zur¬ 
ich and pipped American 
teammate and current 
world champion Justin Gat¬ 
lin to win the 100m. 

A shot at a second disci¬ 
pline victory offers Lyles a 
perfect chance to notch up a 
psychological booster 
ahead of the September 27- 
October 6 World Champion¬ 
ships in Doha. 

Lyles will go into the 
200m as favourite, having 
clocked 19.50sec in Lau¬ 
sanne last month, a time 


that made him the fourth 
fastest of all time over the 
half-lap race. 

The meet record of 
19.26sec was set in 2011 by 
Jamaican Yohan Blake. It re¬ 
mains the fastest time ever 
run over the 200m after 
Usain Bolt’s World record of 
19.19sec set in the 2009 Ber¬ 
lin Worlds. American Walter 
Dix ran 19.53sec behind 
Blake in 2011 and Bolt him¬ 
self has clocked a 19.57sec at 
the stadium, where there 
have been an impressive 23 
sub-20sec performances in 
the 200m. 

The field for the 200m al¬ 
so features World and Euro¬ 
pean champion Ramil Guli- 
yev of Turkey, as well as 
Canada’s Andre De Grasse 
and Ecuador’s Alex 
Quinonez. 


Rabada counting on past experience to face India 

Pace spearhead feels that the team can counter spin by learning from the SL tour 



Looking ahead: Kagiso Rabada reckons that having played 
in India would help him in tough situations, -afp 
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TV PICKS 


India-A vs South Africa-A: 

Fifth unofficial ODI, Star 
Sports 1 (SD & HD), 9 a.m. 
Bangladesh vs Afgh¬ 
anistan: Only Test, Star 
Sports Select 1 (SD & HD), 
9.30 a.m. 

Duleep Trophy: (final), Star 
Sports 2 (SD& HD), 9.30 a.m. 
The Ashes: 4th Test, Sony 
Six (SD& HD), 3.30 p.m. 

Sri Lanka vs New Zealand: 

Third T20I, Sony Ten 1 (SD & 
HD), 7 p.m. 

PKL: Star Sports 1 & 2 (SD & 
HD), 7.30 p.m. 

US Open: Star Sports Select 
1 (SD & HD), 9.30 p.m. 

Mysuru races 
cancelled 


mysuru: The Stewards of 
the Mysore Race Club de¬ 
cided to cancel Thursday’s 
(Sept. 5) races due to over¬ 
night rains rendering the 
race track not conducive 
for racing. 

Only the postponed 
H.M. Sri Krishnaraja Wadi- 
yar Memorial Trophy will 
be held on September 11 
(Wednesday). The declara¬ 
tion for this race shall hold 
good. 

TN boys stun 
Uttar Pradesh 

SPOR TS BUREAU 

CUTTACK 

Tamil Nadu boys came 
back from behind to upset 
defending champion Uttar 
Pradesh 77-69 in the sub¬ 
junior national basketball 
championship here on 
Thursday. 

Important results (league): 
Boys: Punjab 64 (Akhil Kumar 
17) bt Andhra Pradesh 45 
(Yuvraj Singh 16); Chandigarh 
58 (Ajay 13) bt Kerala 56 (V. 
Vishnu 12, Aswin Krishna 12); 
Chhattisgarh 61 (Sanju 23, Su- 
jal Yadav 14) bt Karnataka 48 
(Melind Sahoo 16); Madhya 
Pradesh 45 (Goutam Pal 12, 
Chiragh Singh Rathore 10) bt 
Himachal Pradesh 15; Mizo¬ 
ram 58 (E.M.Easter 12, Johan 
Lai 12) bt Delhi 18; Rajasthan 
62 (Anurag Singh 16, Harsh 
Sharma 16) bt Punjab 50 (Ru- 
pansh Garg 19, Jaadu Maan 
17); Tamil Nadu 77 (Abhyma- 
nyu 23, Ravikrian 13, Harsh 
I Aravind 12) bt Uttar Pradesh 
~T 69 (Deepanshu Yadav 17, Hi- 
manshu 13); Odisha 94 
(Sreyansh Panda 28, Upasak 
Mohanty 11) bt Puducherry 
26. 

Girls: Tamil Nadu 84 (J. An- 
theya 25) bt Delhi 45 (Reha 
10); Uttar Pradesh 86 
(Anushka Rathore 27, Deepika 
Nayak 10) bt Rajasthan 44 
(Anita Banjara 19); Chandi¬ 
garh 31 (Mandira 14) bt Ut- 
tarkhand 14; Karnataka 38 
(Yashaswini 13) bt Haryana 
24; Himachal Pradesh 32 bt 
Bihar 8; West Bengal 53 (Juhi 
10) bt Puducherry 18. 

Prajnesh in 
quarterfinals 

SPOR TS BUREAU 

JINAN (CHINA) 

Top seed Prajnesh Gunnes- 
waran set up a quarterfinal 
against the seventh seed go 
Soeda of Japan, with a 6-4, 
7-6(3) victory over Tung- 
Lin Wu of Chinese Taipei in 
the $162,480 Challenger 
tennis tournament here on 
Thursday. 

Other results: 

$162,480 Challenger, Jinan, 
China: Doubles (quarterfi¬ 
nals): Matthew Ebden (Aus) & 
Divij Sharan bt Pedja Krstin 
(Srb) & Aira Santillan (Aus) 

6- 1, 6-4; Saketh Myneni & 
Jeevan Nedunchezhiyan bt 
Hiroki oriya 9Jpn) & Goncalo 
Oliveira (Por) 7-5, 6-2. 

€ 46,600 Challenger, Cassis, 
France: Doubles (quarterfi¬ 
nals): Quentin Halys & Tristan 
Lamasine (Fra) bt Evgeny Kar- 
lovskiy (Rus) & Ramkumar Ra- 
manathan 6-3, 6-2. 

$15,000 ITF men, Hua Hin, 
Thailand: Singles (pre-quar- 
terfmals): Sidharth Rawat bt 
Kelsey Stevenson (Can) 6-3, 

7- 5; Nitin Kumar Sinha bt 
Cheng-Yu Yu (Tpe) 3-6, 6-4, 

5- 2 (retd.). 

$60,000 ITF women, Chang¬ 
sha, China: Singles (pre¬ 
quarterfinals): Nina Stoja- 
novic (Srb) bt Rutuja Bhosale 
7-6(2), 6-2. Doubles (quar¬ 
terfinals): Jessy Rompies 
(Ina) & Prarthana Thombare 
bt Hanyu Guo (Chn) & Aldila 
Sutjiadi (Ina) 6-4, 6-3; Erika 
Serna (Jpn) & Rutuja Bhosale 
w/o Fatima Al Nabhani (Oma) 
& Angelina Gabueva (Rus). 
$15,000 ITF women, Tabar- 
ka, Tunisia: Doubles (quar¬ 
terfinals): Nadia Echeverria 
Alam (Ven) & Anna Popescu 
(GBR) bt Coralie Garrigues 
(Fra) & Likhitha Kalava 6-3, 

6- 3. 


Disappointing day at Indian GP 

Most disciplines barely had enough participants to even qualify for competition 



True to form: Murali Sreeshankar won the long jump with 7.79m. -special arrangement 


‘It was not easy staying patient’ 

Continued my training and worked on fitness, says Neeraj 


EXCLUSIVE 



Keeping his fingers crossed: Neeraj Chopra will take a call 
on the Worlds and how to go further after meeting 
a doctor next week, -file photo 


ATHLETICS 


UTHR A GANESAN 

PATIALA 

Arpinder Singh was unrecog¬ 
nisable to even his coach, 
Dutee Chand ran a three- 
legged race and Archana Su- 
seendran had a false start. 
The three were among those 
the Athletics Federation of 
India was banking on to in¬ 
crease the size of its contin¬ 
gent for the World Cham¬ 
pionships at the final 
qualifying event here on 
Thursday. 

The sixth leg of the Indian 
Grand Prix, though, was 
even more disappointing 
than last week. Except for 
the men’s javelin throw, 
most disciplines barely had 
enough participants to even 
qualify for competition. The 
women’s 200m had four - 
two did not start and Archa¬ 
na fouled, leaving Anjali Devi 
to run a solo race! 

The women’s 100m had 
five, with two DNS. In 400m, 
Saritaben Gayakwad pulled 
up halfway through in a field 
of four. Javelin had only two. 

In triple jump, coach An¬ 
tony Yaich was blunt enough 
to say he didn’t recognise Ar¬ 
pinder. “In testing through 
the weekend, he was fantas¬ 
tic. Yesterday and today, he 
was horrible. I have no idea 
what happened. 

Arpinder’s best was a 
16.35m, almost half a metre 
short of even his perfor¬ 
mance (16.83m) last week! 

Murali Sreeshankar 
though stayed true to his re¬ 
cent form with a 7.79m jump 
but the surprise was Sahil 


Mahabali from Haryana, 
who jumped the same but 
had two fouls to push him to 
second spot. 

Focus on relay 

In the process, the entire fo¬ 
cus was on the men’s 
4x400m relay side that had 
made a mockery the process 
last week. With Alex Antho¬ 
ny yet to recover from a 
pulled hamstring, K.S. Jee- 
ven replaced him in the 
squad but was the weakest 
link in the quartet. 

The team clocked 3:03.68 
but stayed on course for the 
Worlds. However, what 
would concern the AFI 
would be the individual tim¬ 
ings of the side with the rid¬ 
dle of relay squad composi¬ 
tion nowhere near 


resolution when the AFI se¬ 
lection committee meets on 
September 9. 

The results: Men: 100m: 1. 

Kush Kumar (11.48s), 2. Abhish- 
ek Chaudhary (11.67s), 3. Nikhil 
Rahangdale (12.19s); 200m: 1. 
Gajanan Mistry (21.77s), 2. Sar- 
thak Bhambri (22.05s), 3. Nikhil 
Rahangdale (25.72s); 4x400m 
relay: 1. India-B (3:03.68), 2. 
AFI Team-A (3:10.55), 3. Sri 
Lanka (3:13.08); Shot put: 1. In- 
derjeet Singh (19.53m), 2. Jas- 
deep Dhillon (18.10m), 3. De- 
vinder Singh (17.44m); Long 
jump: 1. M. Sreeshankar 
(7.79m), 2. Sahil Mahabali 
(7.79m), 3. Samit Singh (7.51m); 
Pole vault: 1. Prashant Kumar 
Kanhaiya (4.90m), 2. Dhirendra 
Kumar (4.60m), 3. Gourav 
(4.50m); Triple jump: 1. U. Kar- 
thik (16.69m), 2. Arpinder 
Singh (16.35m), 3. Mohd. Sala- 
huddin (16.33m); Javelin: 1. Ra- 


jender (78.67m), 2. Davinder 
Singh Kang (78.37m), 3. Yashvir 
Singh (76.19m). 

Women: 100m: 1. Dutee Chand 
(11.43s), 2. Jilna (11.77s), 3. Indi 
Prasad (12.56s); 200m: Anjali 
Devi (23.44s), 2. Archana Su- 
seendran (FS); 400m: 1. Re- 
vathi (53.63s), 2. Aishwarya 
Mishra (54.72s), 3. Payal Vohra 
(57.51s); 1500m: 1. Lili Das 
(4:19.77), 2. W.K.L. Arachchi Ni- 
mali (4:25.86), 3. K.M. Deeksha 
(4:46.89); 3000m steeple¬ 
chase: 1. Sudha Singh 

(10:00.66), 2. Chinta Yadav 
(11:11.67), 3. Preenu Yadav 
(11:32.63); Long jump: 1. Ma- 
reena George (6.01m), 2. Sow- 
miya Murugan (5.91m), Sonu 
Kumari (5.68m); Shot put: 1. 
Abha Khatua (16.01m), 2. Nav- 
jeet Dhillon (15.71m), 3. Tunlai 
Narzary (13.54m); Javelin: 1. 
Sharmila Kumari (50.40m), 2. 
K.M. Saloni (46.78m). 


UTHR A GANESAN 

PATIALA 

Four months after an elbow 
surgery, Neeraj Chopra 
landed at the National Insti¬ 
tute of Sports (NIS) here on 
Monday to get back to 
throwing. Despite not parti¬ 
cipating, he was at hand to 
cheer the other javelin 
throwers during competi¬ 
tion on Thursday and spoke 
to The Hindu about his time 
out of action and future 
plans. Excerpts: 

Four months without any 
action, how was this period 
away from sports? 

I had my surgery on May 2 
but it wasn’t too difficult be¬ 
cause I was not completely 
inactive. Yes, it was difficult 
because of the injury but I 
continued my training and 
worked on fitness. 

Except for throwing or 
using the elbow, I was doing 
most of my regular training. 
So it was ok. I tried to main¬ 
tain my routine through this 
period and that helped a 
lot. 

How did you manage this 
spare time? 

It was a little difficult in the 
beginning but you cannot 
help injuries. There is noth¬ 
ing left to do, you cannot 
hurry your return or ad¬ 
vance your recovery and 
come back before you are 
fully fit. 

It was not easy staying pa¬ 
tient but I have learnt to do 
that now. You have to keep 
patience and stay positive 
and that’s what I tried and 
kept myself busy. In Mum¬ 


bai, during rehabilitation, I 
made sure I took full time 
for every bit of training, ex¬ 
tend even something as sim¬ 
ple as stretching as much as 
possible. 

If there was time left I 
used to go to malls or el¬ 
sewhere, anything to not al¬ 
low the setback to affect my 
mind. 

How did feel on your first 
day back at the track after 
rehab? When you picked up 
the javelin? 

Stepping out on the track is 
something different, you 
cannot explain the feeling. I 
was training all this while 
but that moment of stand¬ 
ing on the runway, the feel¬ 
ing of being a thrower even 
when you are not doing 
anything is something that 
can only be felt by an ath¬ 
lete. 

Picking up the javelin was 


different. There is a diffe¬ 
rent kind of happiness you 
feel, like something was 
missing for so long but your 
body is now complete. It al¬ 
so felt like I was doing so¬ 
mething for the first time ev¬ 
er but even that was a 
happy feeling. 

How disappointing it is to 
miss the World 
Championships? 

A lot. I had trained really 
hard for this year - for all 
the events but specially 
Worlds. There were many 
major events, the Diamond 
Leagues and the Asian 
Championships. 

I have had to miss all of 
them. I will be training here 
for now but I will be meet¬ 
ing Dr. Dinshaw Pardiwala 
next week or so and then 
take a call on the Worlds 
and how to go further. 


South Africa-A squeezes out a narrow victory 


India-A falls short after being comfortably placed at one stage 



Top notch bowling: Anrich Nortje dismissed Shivam Dube and 
Shreyas Iyer (26) in the same over to give South Africa hope. 

■SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 


SA-A IN INDIA 


M.R. PRAVEEN CHANDRAN 

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 

South Africa-A broke the se¬ 
quence of defeats as it scored 
a four-run win over India-A 
in the fourth unofficial one- 
day match at the Sports Hub 
here on Thursday. 

Needing 193 to go 4-0 up 
in the series, India-A could 
only manage 188 for nine off 
25 overs. 

An India-A win looked a 
mere formality when it was 
comfortably placed at 161 for 
three at the start of the 20th 
over. However, it suffered a 
dramatic collapse - losing 
six wickets for just 17 runs - 
to fall short of the target. 

Poor shot selection 

The South African fast bow¬ 
lers were incisive in the 
death overs but the Indian 
batsmen compounded their 
woes with poor shot 
selection. 

Heavy rain in the morning 
and wet outfield delayed the 
start of the match yet again. 

When play finally got un¬ 
der way at 1.30 p.m. the over¬ 
night pair of Shikhar Dha- 
wan and Prashant Chopra 


played fluently to bring up 
their fifty-run stand for the 
second wicket. 

Shikhar Dhawan in partic¬ 
ular was in ominous touch 
and scored boundaries regu¬ 
larly to punish the wayward 
South African bowling. 

Rut begins 

The rut began when Prash¬ 
ant Chopra (26) flicked 
Lutho Sipamla straight to An¬ 
rich Nortje at fine leg. Dha¬ 
wan left soon after complet¬ 
ing his fifty, feathering a 
catch to wicketkeeper Si- 
nethemba Qeshile off Marco 
Jansen. 

However, Shivam Dube 
(31) and captain Shreyas Iyer 
(26) added 51 runs briskly for 
the fourth wicket to put In¬ 
dia-A in command. 

But man-of-the match An¬ 
rich Nortje in his second 
spell dismissed both the bat¬ 
smen in the same over to 
give South Africa hope. Both 
batsmen fell to attacking 
shots and in the process ex¬ 
posed the lower order. 

Strong return 

Sipamla, who bore the brunt 
of the attack from Dube and 
Shreyas, came back strongly 


and induced an edge from 
Sanju Samson (1) which was 
brilliantly held by Qeshile. 
Nitish Rana (1) also flattered 
to deceive and threw his 
wicket away. 

Marco Jansen then dismis¬ 
sed Washington Sundar (7) 
and Tushar Deshpande (0) 


off successive deliveries to 
further dent India-A’s chanc¬ 
es. India-A needed 15 from 
the final over bowled by Beu- 
ran Hendricks and it was a 
tall order for both Rahul Cha- 
har and Ishan Porel and they 
could only manage 10. 

The scores: South Africa-A: 


Matthew Breetzke c Tushar b 
Rahul Chahar 25, Reeza Hen¬ 
dricks (not out) 60, Temba Ba- 
vuma (retd hurt) 28, Heinrich 
Klaasen (not out) 21; Extras 
(w-1, nb-2): 3; Total (for one 
wkt. in 25 overs): 137. 

Fall of wickets: 1-46. 

India-A bowling: Tushar Desh¬ 
pande 5-0-26-0, Ishan Porel 4- 
0-29-0, Washington Sundar 5- 
0-25-0, Shivam Dube 4-0- 
25-0, Rahul Chahar 5-0-18-1, 
Nitish Rana 2-0-14-0. 

India-A: Shubman Gill c Jansen 
b Nortje 12, Shikhar Dhawan c 
Qeshile b Jansen 52, Prashant 
Chopra c Nortje b Sipamla 26, 
Shreyas Iyer c Reeza Hendricks 
b Nortje 26, Shivam Dube c sub 
b Nortje 31, Sanju Samson c 
Qeshile b Sipamla 1, Nitish Rana 
c sub b Sipamla 1, Washington 
Sundar c Qeshile b Jansen 7, Ra¬ 
hul Chahar (not out) 17, Tushar 
Deshpande b Jansen 0, Ishan 
Porel (not out) 0; Extras (b-1, 
lb-4, w-8, nb-2): 15; Total (for 
nine wkts. in 25 overs): 188. 

Fall of wickets: 1-13, 2-92, 3- 
110, 4-161,5-161,6-163,7-164, 
8-178, 9-178. 

South Africa-A bowling: Beu- 
ran Hendricks 5-0-37-0, Anrich 
Nortje 5-0-36-3, Marco Jansen 
5-0-25-3, Bjorn Fortuin 5-0- 
30-0, Lutho Sipamla 5-0-55-3. 
Man-of-the-match: Nortje. 

South Africa-A won by four 
runs. 


Good practice for 
me: Shikhar Dhawan 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 

All the attention was on 
Shikhar Dhawan during the 
fourth unofficial one-day 
match against the visiting 
South Africa-A. And the bat¬ 
sman made the most of his 
stay in the middle by scor¬ 
ing a fluent half century 
and made a timely return to 
form. 

“I enjoyed it. I was hit¬ 
ting the ball in the middle 
and it was good that I 
scored a half century as 
well after coming into the 
India-A squad after a long 
time,” he told media per¬ 
sons here on Thursday. 

“It was a good practice 
for me before the upcom¬ 
ing series against South 
Africa. 

“I am not part of the Test 
team so I had enough rest 
and there is nothing like go¬ 
ing out in the middle and 
playing. 

“The more I play, the 
more confident I become. 
Looking at the workload, I 
think I had enough of prac¬ 
tice and match practice as 
well,” he added. 

As an senior member in 



Shikhar Dhawan. 

■GETTY IMAGES 


the India-A squad, Shikhar 
said he was always willing 
to share his experience 
with other players. 

Looking forward 

Though an injury break cut 
short his World Cup so¬ 
journ early this year, Shik¬ 
har said he was looking for¬ 
ward to play an important 
role for India in the next 
T20 World Cup. 

“Absolutely I am looking 
forward to scoring a lot of 
runs for India and be a con¬ 
sistent performer in the 
next T20 World Cup. As 
long as I keep performing 
and enjoying the game I 
think I will be there,” he 
said. 


Century by Rahmat 


East Bengal, 

Rscfsn 


Bajrang is seeded No. 1 


CST to take on IOC 

PNB draws with IOC, in semis 


CRICKET 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

CHITTAGONG 

Batsman Rahmat Shah on 
Thursday became the first 
Afghanistan cricketer to 
score a Test century, help¬ 
ing the minnows start 
strongly against Bangladesh 
on the opening day of the 
one-off match. 

Shah made 102 and put 
on a crucial 120-run fourth- 
wicket stand with Asghar Af¬ 
ghan, batting on 88, to 
counter the Bangladesh spin 
attack at the Zahur Ahmed 
Chowdhury Stadium in 
Chittagong. 

Afghanistan was 271 for 
five at stumps with Afghan 


SCOREBOARD 


Afghanistan - 1st innings: 

Ibrahim Zadran c Mahmudullah 
b Taijul 21, Ihsanullah Janat b 
Taijul 9, Rahmat Shah c Soumya 
b Nayeem 102, Hashmatullah 
Shahidi c Soumya b Mahmudul¬ 
lah 14, Ashgar Afghan (batting) 
88, Mohammad Nabi b Nayeem 
0, Afsar Zazai (batting) 35; Ex¬ 
tras (lb-1, nb-1): 2; Total (for 



Rahmat Shah, -afp 


and Afsar Zazai, on 35, put¬ 
ting together a 74-run part¬ 
nership in the final session 
of play. 

Bangladesh fielded an all¬ 
spin attack without picking 
a single pace bowler. 


five wkts., in 96 overs): 271. 
Fall of wickets: 1-19, 2-48, 3- 
77, 4-197, 5-197. 

Bangladesh Bowling: Taijul 31- 
4-73-2, Shakib 17-1-50-0, Me- 
hidy 22-4-59-0, Nayeem 13-0- 
43-2, Mahmudullah 4-0-9-1, 
Soumya 4-0-26-0, Mominul 4- 
0-9-0, Mosaddek 1-0-1-0. 
Toss: Afghanistan. 


post wins 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

KOLICATA 

East Bengal and Mohun Ba- 
gan recorded wins in their 
respective matches of the 
Calcutta Football League 
Premier Division ‘A’ on 
Thursday. 

Bidyashagar Singh and 
Jamie Colado scored a goal 
apiece as East Bengal de¬ 
feated Southern Samity 2-1. 

Mohun Bagan rode on 
strikes from Romario Jesu- 
raj and Nongdamba Nao- 
rem to beat Bhawanipore 
Club 2-0. 

East Bengal, which is 
tied with Peerless and Bha¬ 
wanipore on 10 points, is in 
the third place after play¬ 
ing five matches. Mohun 
Bagan, with eight points, is 
fifth after five matches. 

The results: East Bengal 2 
(Bidyashagar 32, Colado 62) 
bt Southern Samity 1 (Arjun 
81). 

Mohun Bagan 2 (Romario 
29, Naorem 56) bt Bhawani¬ 
pore 0. 


WORLD WRESTLING 


Y.B. S ARANGI 

ICOLKATA 

Bajrang Punia has been 
seeded No. 1 in men’s frees¬ 
tyle 65kg for the World 
championships to be held in 
Nur-Sultan, Kazakhstan, 
from Sept. 14 to 22. 

Bajrang, who won a 
bronze medal in 60kg in 
2013 and a silver in 65kg in 
Budapest last year, aims to 
become the second Indian 
after Sushil Kumar (66kg FS, 
2010) to win a gold in the 
Worlds, which will also 
serve as an Olympic qualify¬ 
ing event. 

“Training abroad has 
helped me grow as a wres¬ 
tler. Sparring with some of 
the best names in Georgia, 
Russia and the USA has 
made me more aware of my 
opponents,” said Bajrang, 
who has been in Russia to 
fine-tune his game. 

“Having my own team of 
coach, physio, trainer and 
sports science support staff 
has benefited me.” 

The 25-year-old was 


pleased with the arrange¬ 
ment at the Olympic Cycling 
Centre in Saryarka to help 
wrestlers prepare for the 
mega event. 

“It’s a very good initiative 
by United World Wrestling 
(UWW). An acclimatisation 
camp will help all,” said 
Punia. 

Sushil Kumar’s (74kg) re¬ 
turn to the Worlds after 
eight years cannot be taken 
lightly. The two-time Olym¬ 
pic medallist will rely on his 
class while seeking a strong 
finish. 

Rahul Aware is second 
seed in 61kg, while World ju¬ 
nior champion Deepak Pu¬ 
nia has been seeded fourth 
in 86kg. 

Asian Games gold medal¬ 
list and World No. 6 Vinesh 
Phogat has stayed back to 
focus on her training. 

Vinesh (53kg) and Rio 
Olympics bronze medallist 
Salcshi Malik (62kg) do not fi¬ 
gure among the top-four 
seeded wrestlers. 

However, Seema is seed¬ 
ed No. 2 in women’s 50kg 
and is a medal prospect. 


MURUGAPPA HOCKEY 


K. KE ERTHIVASAN 

CHENNAI 

Central Secretariat (CST) 
had garnered three draws - 
the most - in the MCC-Mu- 
rugappa Gold Cup all-India 
hockey tournament here.. 

But in a must-win 
Group-B contest against 
Punjab and Sind Bank (PSB) 
here on Thursday, CST 
played exceedingly well to 
post a commanding 4-2 win. 
With the victory, CST (six 
points) made it to the last 
four along with Indian Navy. 

Later, in a Group-A tie, 
Punjab National Bank (PNB) 
drew with defending cham¬ 
pion Indian Oil Corporation 
(IOC) 3-3. 

With the outcome, PNB 
(seven points) qualified for 
the semifinals, pipping Ben¬ 
galuru HA by one point. 

IOC will now take on CST 
in the semifinals on Satur¬ 
day, while Indian Navy will 
clash with PNB in the other 


Points table 

■ Group A: 1. IOC 4, 3, 1, 0, 
10; 2. PNB 4, 2, 1, 1, 7; 3. 
Bengaluru 4, 2, 0, 2, 6; 4. 
Indian Air Force 4, 1, 0, 3, 
3; 5. Indian Army 4, 1, 0, 

3, 3- 

■ Group B: 1. Indian Navy 4, 
3, 1, 0, 10; 2. Central 
Secretariat 4, 1, 3, 0, 6; 3. 
Indian Railways 4, 1, 2, 1, 

5; 4. PSB 4, 1, 1, 2, 4; 5. 
TN 4, 0, 1, 3, 1. 

(Read as: teams, 

matches played, won, 
d r a wn , 1 o st, poi nt s) 


last-four clash. 

Friday is a rest day. 

The results: 

Group-A: IOC 3 (Armaan Qu- 
reshi 6, Gurjinder Singh 16 & 
33) drew with PNB 3 (Abhishek 
8, Sumit Toppo 20, Mandeep 
Mor 50). 

Group-B: CST 4 (Govind Singh 
Rawat 19, Dharambir Yadav 24, 
Gaurav Kumar Rawat 30, Umar 
Mohd. 55) bt PSB 2 (Harmanjit 
Singh 13, Satbir Singh 35). 
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New video marks Freddie 
Mercury's birthday 

LONDON 

A new video animation 
featuring two white blood 
cells in love was released on 
Thursday to mark what would 
have been Freddie Mercury's 
73 rd birthday and help raise 
awareness of the continued 
global fight against AIDS. The 
British singer died in 1991 
due to complications from 
AIDS. The animation features 
his track Love Me Like There's 
No Tomorrow, reuters 



Crazy Rich Asians 
co-writer leaves sequel 


LOS ANGELES 

Crazy Rich Asians co-writer 
Adele Lim has quit the sequel 
of the film over a pay parity 
dispute, according to U.S. 
media reports. Ms. Lim, a 
veteran TV writer, who was 
hired to work on the 
screenplay of the film 
alongside co-writer Peter 
Chiarelli of The Proposal 
fame, did not agree with the 
higher fee that Mr. Chiarelli 
was getting for the job, said 
the Hollywood Reporter, pti 



NEW YORK 

Erik Larson's next book, The 
Splendid and the Vile, is set 
during the Nazi bombing of 
London in 1940-41. It is set to 
hit the stands in March. He is 
drawing upon everything 
from the diary of Mary 
Churchill, daughter of British 
Prime Minister Winston 
Churchill, to intelligence 
reports and other materials 
only recently declassified, ap 



Camila Cabello returns 
with double release 


LOS ANGELES 

Singer Camila Cabello of 
Havana fame says her songs 
from her second solo album 
Romance narrate the story of 
her life. Ms. Cabello came out 
with singles Shameless and 
Liar on Thursday. She also 
released a video directed by 
Henry Scholfield. ians 


Sahitya Akademi Award-winning 
writer Kiran Nagarkar dies at 77 

His novels offered biting humour and complex insights into human nature 



Kiran Nagarkar. -filephoto 


GAUR I VIJ 

MUMBAI 

Sahitya Akademi Award-win¬ 
ning writer Kiran Nagarkar 
has died at the age of 77. He 
suffered a brain haemor¬ 
rhage on September 2 and 
breathed his last on Septem¬ 
ber 5. 

Like several writers and 
artists of his generation, Na¬ 
garkar began his career as an 
educationist, a journalist 
and then later as a screen¬ 
play writer in the advertising 
industry. His advertisment 
campaigns with close friend 
and poet Arun Kolatkar were 
considered path-breaking. 

Nagarkar wrote his first 
book Saat Saklcam Trechalis 
in 1974 in his mother tongue, 
Marathi. Its English transla¬ 
tion ( Seven Sixes are Forty 
Three) was published in 1980 
and then re-released in 2017 
as a paperback version by 
Harper Collins. 

It was his second novel, 
Ravan and Eddie (1994) 
about two unlikely protago¬ 
nists, which cemented Na- 
garkar’s position as a post¬ 
colonialist Indian writer. 
Now a cult classic, it is wide¬ 
ly acknowledged as a 
layered, comic masterpiece 
about life in a city chawl and 
one of the best novels writ¬ 
ten about Mumbai. Later, 
two more books formed the 
Ravan and Eddie trilogy: 
The Extras (2012) and Rest in 
Peace (2015). 

His historical fiction, 
Cuckold (1997), for which he 
was awarded the 2001 Sahi¬ 


tya Akademi Award in En¬ 
glish firmly established Na- 
garkar’s reputation as a 
novelist unafraid to tackle 
politics, bigotry and extre¬ 
mism. Cuckold’s protagonist 
is the unknown spouse of 
the 16 th century poet-saint 
Meera, whose love songs to 
the god Krishna 
are part of Indian 
folklore and musi¬ 
cal tradition. 

Cuckold initially received a 
lukewarm reception but was 
later hailed as a political no¬ 
vel and a landmark in Indo- 
Anglian literature. 

Long literary career 

Through the 45 years of his 
literary career, Nagarkar 
struggled with acceptance 
from Marathi audiences. In a 
column for Outlook in 2001, 
he wrote, “What both the 
English and the vernacular 
press share is a lack of dis¬ 
crimination. They dare not 
trust their own judgement 


since they’ve no critical stan¬ 
dards. For those who speak 
English in India and are 
westernised, and that in¬ 
cludes many of our critics, 
the sun rises and sets in the 
west. If the west approves it, 
it must be good. In the re¬ 
gional languages, safety and 
security often 
lie at the other 
extreme: in pa¬ 
rochialism and 
the bogey of safeguarding 
our culture.” 

In 2018, Nagarkar spoke 
out at public meetings and 
through newspaper columns 
about the importance of run¬ 
ning a robust public tran¬ 
sport system in regard to the 
beleaguered BEST. In an 
open letter to the then Mun¬ 
icipal Commissioner, Ajoy 
Mehta, the writer didn’t hold 
back any punches when he 
wrote, “...almost every ma¬ 
jor city in the world public 
transportation has always 
been subsidised. That’s the 


only way the poorest of the 
poor who live in slums as 
well as those who belong to 
the lowest rungs of the mid¬ 
dle class can afford to travel 
to work.” 

In October 2018, Nagarkar 
found himself part of the In¬ 
dian #MeToo storm that was 
engulfing social media posts 
at the time. 

Three women journalists 
alleged on Twitter (one of 
these accounts was anony¬ 
mous) that he had behaved 
inappropriately with them 
on separate occasions. 

Nagarkar issued a state¬ 
ment denying the allega¬ 
tions. He said, “Forgive me 
for not responding earlier to 
the women journalists who 
have accused me of sexual 
impropriety on Twitter. The 
news came as a complete 
shock to me. It took me time 
to try and digest the tweets. I 
unequivocally deny these al¬ 
legations of sexual impro¬ 
priety which go against the 
heart of my character and 
everything I stand for. I have 
never engaged in any such 
behaviour with anyone.” 

The fallout of the allega¬ 
tions was felt when Penguin 
Random House cancelled its 
contract for the writer’s lat¬ 
est book about Kabir, titled 
The Arsonist. Later, Jugger¬ 
naut Books stepped in as his 
new publisher and the book 
was released in June this 
year. 

Nagarkar is survived by 
his partner of several de¬ 
cades, Tulsi Vatsal. 
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Copy cat: China clones its first kitten 


Pet owners are ready to shell out $35,000 to $53,000 to duplicate cats and dogs 



Here to stay: China's first cloned kitten, -afp 


SUI-L EE WEE 
BEIJING 

Garlic was dead, and there 
was nothing Huang Yu could 
do. So on a cold winter day, 
he buried his cat’s body in a 
park close to his home. 

Hours later, still heartbro¬ 
ken, the 22-year-old busi¬ 
nessman recalled an article 
he had read on dog cloning 
in China. What if someday 
he could bring Garlic back to 
life? 

“In my heart. Garlic is ir¬ 
replaceable,” said Mr. 
Huang, who dug up the cat 
and put it in his refrigerator 
in preparation for cloning 
him. 

Mr. Huang approached Si- 
nogene, a commercial pet¬ 
cloning company based in 
Beijing. Roughly $35,000 
(^25 lakh) and seven months 
later, Sinogene produced 


what China’s official news 
media declared to be the 
country’s first cloned cat - 
and another sign of the 
country’s emergence as a 
power in cloning and 
genetics. 

It also suggests that China 
could turn pet cloning into a 
viable business. Duplicating 
dogs and cats has not really 


taken off in the United States 
and elsewhere, experts say. 
Pet-obsessed China might be 
different. The size of China’s 
domestic pet market is ex¬ 
pected to reach $28.2 billion 
this year, up nearly one-fifth 
from 2018, according to Gou- 
minwang, a pet consultancy 
in Beijing. The country alrea¬ 
dy has 55 million pet dogs 


and 44 million pet cats, and 
demand for cats is 
accelerating. 

Pet cloning is not confined 
to China - Barbra Streisand 
famously declared last year 
that two of her dogs are 
clones - and people have 
been cloning cats for years. 
But Garlic is the first cat 
cloned by China, solidifying 
its position among major 
cloning nations, which in¬ 
clude the United States, Bri¬ 
tain and South Korea. 

Mi Jidong, Sinogene’s 
chief executive, said the 
company decided to start 
cloning pets in 2015 after 
conducting a survey of 
roughly 1,000 people that 
showed there was demand. 
The company has cloned 
more than 40 dogs at a cost 
of about $53,000 each (U>8 

lakh). NY TIMES 


Off to school 



Royal welcome: Helen Haslem, head of the lower school greeting Britain's Princess Charlotte 
as she arrives for her first day of school with her parents, the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge, 
at Thomas's Battersea in London on Thursday, -aaron chown/getty images 


Numbers of400 mn 
FB users exposed: report 

Dataset has now been taken down 


AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 

WASHINGTON 

Phone numbers linked to 
more than 400 million Face- 
book accounts were listed 
online in the latest privacy 
lapse for the social media 
giant, U.S. media reports 
have said. 

An exposed server stored 
419 million records on users 
across several databases - 
including 133 million re¬ 
cords on U.S.-based Face- 
book users, 18 million re¬ 
cords of users in the U.K., 
and another with more than 
50 million records on users 
in Vietnam, according to 
technology news site 
TechCruch. 

The databases listed Fa- 
cebook user IDs - unique di¬ 
gits attached to each ac¬ 
count, the profiles’ phone 
numbers, as well as the gen¬ 
der listed by some accounts 
and their geographical loca¬ 
tions, TechCrunch said. 

The server was not pass- 
word-protected, meaning 
anyone could access the da¬ 
tabases, and remained on¬ 
line until late Wednesday. 

Facebook confirmed 
parts of the report but 
downplayed the extent of 
the exposure, saying that 
the number of accounts so 
far confirmed was around 



half of the reported 419 
million. 

“The dataset has been ta¬ 
ken down and we have seen 
no evidence that Facebook 
accounts were compro¬ 
mised,” a Facebook spokes¬ 
person said. Following the 
2018 Cambridge Analytica 
scandal, when a firm used 
Facebook’s lax privacy set¬ 
tings to access millions of 
users’ personal details, the 
company disabled a feature 
that allowed users to search 
the platform by phone 
numbers. 

The privacy lapse was 
discovered by Sanyam Jain, 
a security researcher and 
member at Hague-based 
non-profit organisation GDI 
Foundation. “Jain... found 
the database and contacted 
TechCrunch after he was 
unable to find the owner. Af¬ 
ter a review of the data, 
neither could we. But after 
we contacted the web host, 
the database was pulled of¬ 
fline,” said TechCruch. 

(With IANS inputs) 


Tokyo 2020 
organisers to 
test fake snow 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

TOKYO 

Tokyo 2020 Olympic chiefs 
have already rolled out 
everything from misting 
stations to flowerbeds to 
beat the heat at next year’s 
games, and now they want 
to let it snow. 

Organisers confirmed 
on Thursday that they plan 
to test the use of artificial 
snow at a canoe event later 
this month as they look for 
novel ways to keep specta¬ 
tors and athletes cool dur¬ 
ing Tokyo’s notoriously 
steamy summer months. 

“Artificial snow will be 
sprayed over spectator 
seating,” some of which 
may be in direct sunlight, 
during a canoeing event on 
September 13 that will 
serve as a test for the Olym¬ 
pics, a spokeswoman for 
Tokyo 2020 said. “We ha¬ 
ven’t decided definitively 
that we will use this system 
next year for the Olympics, 
but we want to test it to see 
how effective it is,” she 
said. “We’re open to trying 
all potentially useful 
ideas,” she added, when 
asked about possible criti¬ 
cism of the environmental 
side-effects of the method. 

The snow-making ma¬ 
chines could produce a 
tonne of material per day. 


Fashion influencer 
Ferragni steals the show 

Fans thronged Venice to see her 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

VENICE 

The longest queues at the 
Venice film festival have 
not been to see Hollywood 
stars like Brad Pitt or Scar¬ 
lett Johansson. 

Instead the most hyster¬ 
ical fans were those who 
thronged the Lido dream¬ 
ing of a selfie with Chiara 
Ferragni, the fashion in¬ 
fluencer who has become 
rich selling clothes and her 
starry you-can-have-it-all 
lifestyle on Instagram. 

Hundreds were turned 
away from screenings of a 
new Amazon Prime docu¬ 
mentary, Chiara Ferragni 
- Unposted, about her re¬ 
markable rise. 

“You will never under¬ 
stand our love for her,” 
said Angela Fozzi, 24, who 
had made the long trip 
from Milan to see her and 
waited outside the cinema 
till 1 a.m. in the hope of a 
chance encounter. 

“She is the greatest role 
model for women in the 
world,” the supermarket 
cashier said. 

“She did it all herself. All 
she had was her smart¬ 
phone and determination. 
She is an inspiration for 

CM 



Chiara Ferragni 


women and we are so 
proud she is Italian,” she 
added. Ms. Ferragni told 
screaming fans that this 
“was one of the greatest 
days of my life” when she 
briefly appeared on stage 
late on Wednesday before 
a screening in a black Dior 
haute couture gown. 

Earlier she had posted a 
video of herself weeping 
uncontrollably at the film 
screening to her 17.2 mil¬ 
lion Instagram followers. 

Such is Ms. Ferragni’s 
appeal that her wildly lav¬ 
ish three-day wedding ce¬ 
remony last year in Sicily, 
where she tied the knot 
with Italian rapper Fedez, 
reportedly made more of a 
splash online than the Brit¬ 
ish royal wedding of Prince 
Harry and American actor 
Meghan Markle. 
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Dashing like the 
lightning... 


Vocalist Apoorva Gokhale impressed 
with her fluency at the Malhar 
Festival in Delhi University 

MANJARI SINHA 


ttiv T alhar is not just a raga. It’s a tradition, life itself! Af- 
\ /1 ter fifty years, I have come to realise the significance 

1 . V A of ‘Nishad’ in Malhar. This ‘Chintan-Manan’ is a part 
of sadhana, which is not just riyaaz (practice)!” This was the 
eminent Dhrupad exponent Prof Ritwilc Sanyal inaugurating 
the two-day Malhar Festival organised by the Department of 
Music, Faculty of Music & Fine Arts, University of Delhi. 

Earlier, Dr. Deepti Bhalla, the Dean, had most aptly cited a 
shloka on Pavas Ritu from Kalidas’ “Ritu Samhar”, while wel¬ 
coming the guests to Malhar Utsav, preceded by the Mangal 
Dhwani, a Sargam Choir of Carnatic music. 

Prof. Ritwilc Sanyal explained Malhar with the allegory of ra- 
ga-ragini as prakriti-purush and linked Megh, one of the origi¬ 
nal ragas of the Raga-Ragini Paddhati, with Jala, one of the five 
essential elements, the Panch Tatvas. Thus elaborating upon 
Malhar through the epistemological and ontological perspec¬ 
tives, Prof. Sanyal proceeded towards the aesthetic aspect of Ja¬ 
la; equating it with musical tradition, which also constantly 
flows like a pristine, pure river emphasising “that is the mea¬ 
ningfulness and importance of Malhar”. 

Vidwan S. Sundar from Chennai gave a mesmerising Carnat¬ 
ic Veena recital accompanied by Vid.V.S.K.Annadurai on violin 
and Vid. N. Padmanabhan on mridangam. Opening with the 
popular Hamsadhwani composition of Mutthuswamy Dikshitar 
as an invocation to Ganapati, he proceeded to play a Kriti of 
Saint Thyagaraja in ragam Dhyana-Murthy; which had both the 
Rishabhas. A composition of Mutthaiya Bhagavatara in raga 
Amritha-Varshini and the popular Thyagaraja Kritii in Hindo- 
lam before concluding with a Meera Bhajan in Hamsanandi set 
to Misrachapu Talam. The most striking quality of the highly 
proficient Vainika (Veena player) Vidwan S. Sundar was his 
deep perception and joy in music, not just his own but his ac¬ 
companying artists as well, providing them ample opportunity 
to showcase their acumen. 

Hindustani vocal by Apoorva Gokhale from Mumbai was the 
other attraction of the inaugural day. Born and trained in a fa¬ 
mily of eminent musicians, Apoorva is a competent performer, 
as striking for accomplishment as for fluency. 

Opening her vibrant vocal recital with a lovely composition 
in Sur-Malhar set to Tilwada “Charnke bijuriya...” with its ‘Sam’ 
on ‘Taar Shadja’ dashing like the lightning referred to in the 
bandish, Apoorva treated it with the Behlawa of Gwalior, rhyth¬ 
mic variations of Agra and the taans of Jaipur gayalci. 

The only thing missing was a ‘Silsila’, where the Behlawa 
would be interspersed withtaans, instead of a sequential order. 
The Chhota Khayal, “Mohe dar laage.. ”, a composition of PT. 
Govind Narayan Natoo, was aptly treated in the Agra mode. 

Keeping up with the tradition of Jod-Raga, Apoorva present¬ 
ed ‘Mod-Malhar’ next, a comely combination of ragas Kamod 
and Malhar, before concluding with a Drut Teentala Bandish in 
raga Desh, inspired by the harmonium of Vinay Mishra. 

Malhar Utsav also offered Sargam Choir in Hindustani mus¬ 
ic, Carnatic vocal by Prof. Radha Venkatachalam, tabla solo by 
Pt. Mithilesh Jha and Sitar recital by Pt. Ashim Chowdhury 
from Kolkata, next day. 


Forces that bind 

Set to Kuchipudi, Raja Reddy’s “Bharata Bharathi” explored the idea 
of unity in diversity 



RANEE KUMAR 


T he Parampara series 
this year opened 
with its home pro¬ 
duction, “Bharata Bha¬ 
rathi”, a contemporary, is¬ 
sue-based theme on unity 
in diversity in Bharat (In¬ 
dia) from time immemo¬ 
rial. The beauty of any 
production under the ae¬ 
gis of guru Raja Reddy is 
that it is bedecked with 
classical elements to the 
core. “Bharata Bharathi” 
set to Kuchipudi by the pu¬ 
pils of Natya Tarangini 
(Raja-Radha Reddy’s 
dance institute) was one 
such. 

Sacred space 

As is the practice, the 
stage opens to a young 
priest-styled dancer with a 
small brass pot of water 
and a few mango leaves 
sprinkling the stage while 
she dances to a song in im¬ 
itation of purification of 
the sacred space called 
stage. This is followed by a 
group of dancers who are 
supposed to further sanc¬ 
tify the platform for the 
play to start - all a part of 
Natya Shastra's stipula¬ 


te torch-bearers Yamini and 
(below) Radha-Raja Reddy 

tions. The audience is 
then welcomed through 
song and dance. 

After this artistic ritual, 
the actual theme comes 
into being. To a beautiful 
lit stage, enter dancers in 
twos taking their places on 
stage and as the spotlight 
falls on each, the duo em¬ 
ulates the various creeds 
that has come to stay in 
this land called India. At 
the very outset, the chore¬ 
ographer makes his inten¬ 
tions clear- there is no 
place for divisive forces in 
the name of creed. 

Without dwelling too 
much on this delicate sub¬ 
ject, the narrative moves 
on to geographical map¬ 
ping- the rivers from Gan- 
ga to Cauvery that have 


Bhavana Reddy; 


Guru Raja Reddy’s 
productions make a 
stunning impact 
because of strict 
adherence to taal and 
absolute 
synchronisation 
among the artistes 

been venerated and that 
have provided succour to 
mankind till date. The 
movement of dancers re¬ 
presenting the flowing riv¬ 
ers and the patterns into 
which they fall as they ex¬ 
change places was a plea¬ 
sure to watch. 

Guru Raja Reddy’s pro¬ 
ductions make a stunning 
impact due to two main 


reasons: strict adherence 
to taal which is so evident 
with each and every dan¬ 
cer’s feet on stage to even 
a casual observer and ab¬ 
solute synchronisation 
among the artistes, not 
just in movements and 
gestures but even in the 
eye and facial expressions. 

The gurus themselves 
appear on stage at an ap¬ 
propriate time, much to 
the delight of their ardent 
admirers and audience. 
The song takes us through 
the eulogy of Bharat as a 
land of classical arts which 
have established an identi¬ 
ty of the country. And 
then it goes on to show the 
crux of the art form-abhi- 
naya and the Ardhana- 
reeswar that stands for 
tandava and lasya expres¬ 
sion in dance. 

This was a brilliant ex¬ 
position by Yamini and 
Bhavana, as Shiva and 
Shakti, torch-bearers of 
tandav (masculine) and la¬ 
sya (feminine). Bhavana’s 
lasya with its dramatic 
taal was excellent. Yamini 
was equally forceful with 
her footwork as Shiva but 
she should pay a little 
more attention to her has- 
ta mudras, especially dur¬ 
ing speedy rendition. 

Amazing agility 

Radha and Raja Reddy’s 
expressive abhinaya in in¬ 
terpreting the navarasa 
(nine artistic moods) was 
the icing on the cake. Rad- 
ha’s agility is amazing. The 
live orchestra, as usual, 
was an asset to this pre¬ 
sentation. Guru Kaushalya 
Reddy on the nattuvan- 
gam was compelling as 
were the opening notes of 
the veena by Syamala 
Bhaskar which floated 
through the Kamani audi¬ 
torium that played host to 
this fest. 



IN BRIEF 

Ghazal evening 

Bazm-Gen-Next, a wind of the 
Bazm: Jashn-e-Ghazal, which identi¬ 
fies, grooms and presents young gha¬ 
zal singers will be held on 8th Sep¬ 
tember, 7p.m. at India Habitat 
Centre. Organised by Ameeta Parsu- 
ram, a noted psychologist who also 
writes moving poetry under the pen 
name of Meeta, the evening will 
showcase the talent of upcoming 
ghazal singer Oshin Bhatia. Parsuram 
said the evening will present ghazal 
in a traditional style following the 


stalwarts like Begum Alchtar, Farida 
Khanum and Mehdi Hassan. 

The event will also see a delibera¬ 
tion on the theme of “Women and Ur¬ 
du Poetry” between Parsuram and 
Ghazala Amin, noted television and 
theatre personality. Noted ghazal sin¬ 
ger Chandan Dass and his wife Yami¬ 
ni Dass, who recently surprised with 
her acting performance in “Sui Dha- 
ga” will be the chief guests. 

Ameeta Parsuram with Oshin Bhatia 
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Reaching out Asavari Pawar in 
performance 

■ SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 


some ways. ‘The Coat’ was 
made when a lot of women 
left their native homes to join 
struggling husbands 

abroad,” says Asavari, ad¬ 
ding, “This won me The Ma¬ 
jor Award named after then 
Prime Minister John Major in 
the U.K. This production has 
been performed almost 50 


times, and still people 
love it.” 

Asavari is a disciple and 
daughter of Guru Pratap Pa¬ 
war, the well known Kathak 
exponent and Padma Shri re¬ 
cipient who was recently ho¬ 
noured with an MBE from 
the government of the U.K. 
After her marriage she conti¬ 
nued her training under the 
late Pandit Vijay Shankar, re¬ 
nowned performer and 
teacher. 

Recalling a childhood 
filled with dance, Asavari 
says, “Training was non¬ 
stop, non-timed. Expecta¬ 
tions were high, but I always 
danced for happiness 
(anand), and still do.” 

She says she wouldn’t ex¬ 
change this vocation of no 
rest and no easy routines for 
anything. “The struggles and 
hard work are worth it. It is a 
passion more than a 
profession.” 


Meeting the challenge 

It was hardly a week ago 
that her institute Kalaashish 
presented “Krishna: Facets 
and Pranks” to mark Jan- 
mashtami. It can’t be easy to 
stage back-to-back pre¬ 
mieres, but Asavari was 
game for the challenge. 
While the first featured a live 
orchestra, this evening’s 
show has a recorded sound¬ 
track. “It was hard but one 
flowed into the other 

and lo and behold, it's all 
ready for the gracious 
audience!” 

Dancers Dalip Kumar 
Sharma, Saurabh Rai, Shara- 
dini Kale and Viren Bhati 
“are multitasking in various 
roles - such fun!” says the 
choreographer. Others in the 
sizeable cast include Sada- 
nand Biswas, Abhishek Khi- 
chi, Madhusmita Handique, 
Shruti Kotnala and Bharti Ra- 
wat among others, besides 
Asavari herself, essaying the 
protagonist’s role. Music for 
“The Golden Paayal” has 
been composed by Pandit 
Jaikishan Maharaj. 

“The Golden Paayal” 
will be staged on 6th Sep¬ 
tember at LTG auditorium, 
Mandi House, 6.30 p.m. 


Based on Hans Christian Andersen’s tale of vanity, dance and 
remorse, Asavari Pawar’s “The Golden Paayal” has an 
Indian polish 


ANJANA RAJAN 


D ance is a universal lan¬ 
guage, and stories are 
universal expressions 
of the human imagination. 
Since Indian classical dance 
forms contain a strong story¬ 
telling technique it has long 
been accepted that they can 
be used to interpret stories 
from cultures around the 
world, using music, lyrics 
and themes of infinite varie¬ 
ty. However, dance and the 
stories told through dance 
can also sometimes be ex¬ 
tremely culture specific. 
Thus, selecting which medi¬ 
um goes best with which nar¬ 
rative, and what elements 
within each to emphasise, is 
a choreographer’s challenge. 

Experienced hand 

Kathak exponent Asavari 
Pawar, an experienced per¬ 
former and teacher, has long 
been at ease adapting the 
elements of both story and 
dance form to suit her crea¬ 
tive inspirations. Her latest 
work is an adaptation of 
Hans Christian Andersen’s 
somewhat unsettling tale, 
“The Red Shoes”, to be pre¬ 
miered this Friday evening in 
New Delhi. 

The original is a stern 
warning against the evils of 
vanity and disobedience. A 
penniless little orphan 
adopted by a strict, rich old 
woman of poor eyesight 
comes to own a pair of red 
shoes and is so enamoured 
of them that she wears them 
to church and constantly 


thinks about them instead of 
praying and serving. She is 
also lured by the charms of 
the village ball, and so, due 
to a curse, the shoes take on 
a life of their own, compell¬ 
ing her to dance without 
stopping, until she sacrifices 
her very feet. Yet the shoes, 
with the severed feet in 
them, continue to dance and 
haunt her, till intense peni¬ 
tence redeems her in the 
eyes of the angel of God. 

For an Indian reader used 
to the synonymous concepts 
of worship and the arts, par¬ 
ticularly music and dance, 
“The Red Shoes” seems to 
represent a distinctly oppos¬ 
ing world view where dance 
and aharya - costuming and 
ornamentation, an intrinsic 
aspect of Indian culture and 
classical dance - are seen as 
mere vanity and grimly 
tossed into the same 
shunned basket as sin, self- 
indulgence and a lack of mo¬ 
rals. Karen’s dancing shoes 
literally and metaphorically 
keep her out of the protec¬ 
tion of the church. 

Asavari though, has taken 
a different approach. “The 
story has been Indianised 
and changed,” she avers. The 
Kathak adaptation is titled 
“The Golden Paayal”, whose 
protagonist Nupur is “very 
rude and proud and can't tol¬ 
erate any other being having 
any attention or dancing well 
or wearing better clothes, or 
in this case paayals (an¬ 
klets).” Nupur’s fault is that 
she “disrespects every rela¬ 
tionship, every serious situa¬ 


tion or social norm,” says 
Asavari. 

“We open with a market 
scene where she is playful 
but greatly desires golden 
paayals worn by a rich lady. 
Then the proposal to her 
father and grandmother for 
her hand in marriage. The 
wedding night is beautifully 
depicted by the main couple 
and three more illusionary 
ones. She is too proud to give 
in easily, sits proudly. Years 
pass, she ignores her hus¬ 
band while enjoying [her¬ 
self] with friends wearing 
the golden paayal gifted to 
her by her husband on the 
wedding night. She is vain 
and disturbs prayers and 
breaks social norms, so is 
cursed by the pandit...her 
feet will never stop dancing!” 

Focus on anklets 

Several years ago, Asavari, 
who spent her formative 
years in Trinidad, Guyana 
and England before settling 
in India, presented another 
offbeat story with a woman 
protagonist. Called “The 
Coat”, it depicted a bride 
from an Indian village leav¬ 
ing her homeland for the 
first time to live with her hus¬ 
band in the cold climes of 
Europe. Anklets were high¬ 
lighted here in a different 
way. In one scene, one re¬ 
calls the young woman emo¬ 
tionally bidding her ankle 
bells goodbye as she pre¬ 
pared to leave everything fa¬ 
miliar behind. 

“Yes, I relate to beautiful 
stories that are realistic in 



Eco-friendly art Ruchika Wason Singh 


Irresistible residue 

Ruchika Wason Singh is generating 
environmental consciousness 
through her art works 

MADHUR TANKHA 


R uchika Wason Singh, a seasoned Delhi-based ar¬ 
tist, has moved out of her comfort zone to work 
on Chinese paper to create environmental con¬ 
sciousness among Delhiites. 

Indeed, it was a challenge as Ruchika, who has done 
her Ph.D. on sociological framework in Indian Con¬ 
temporary Art from Delhi University, to create a new 
series of paintings on handcrafted papers of Asian na¬ 
tions. During her travel, Ruchika came across Xuanzhi 
paper in China, washi paper in Japan and dzo paper in 
Vietnam 

Ruchika, who recently conducted a workshop “The 
Garbage Project” to implore artists to think about the 
issue of environment, used garbage to highlight her 
concerns. She analysed production, consumption, re¬ 
cycling and up-cycling in this project as she believes 
that the issue of environment begins from our every¬ 
day life. The semi-abstract work in colour, mono¬ 
chrome, hatchings, lines, drawings also showcase 
forms of garbage to make everybody aware about their 
habitation. 

Speaking about her recent exhibition at Triveni Kala 
Sangam, “Balagan in Metamorphosis & Other Stories”, 
Ruchika, a visiting faculty at Asholca University, Sone- 
pat, says: “Working in Chinese ink on Chinese papers 
papers suited my temperament. The unique character 
of the paper worked to my advantage. The thin paper 
help the ink to flow. Chinese ink and these papers have 
a unique visual and technical relationship. I have ex¬ 
plored this relationship. It is very important for me, be¬ 
cause it has contributed to the character and mood of 
my forms.” 

Exploring chaos 

Interestingly, Balagan is a a Jewish word meaning 
chaos. And the artist is exploring the chaos caused to 
the environment by dumping garbage on a daily basis. 
“The chaos can be seen in metamorphosis. No two gar¬ 
bage piles that are shifting and changing are alike. As 
an artist I explore this idea of metamorphosis further 
by creating animals and mountains,” says Ruchika. 

Ruchika wants the audience to look at the choices 
they make as far as purchasing, consuming and dis¬ 
carding materials is concerned. “When I started com¬ 
positing at home, it made me realise how much accum¬ 
ulated garbage one throws. Putting that disposal into 
productive use, I created studio residual collages 
which are made from leftover papers, threads and 
twigs.” 

She is aghast that everyday we see piles of objects 
thrown away. This is creating a new landscape of our 
city and impacting our environment, she says. 

According to curator Manuela De Leonardis, a 
Rome-based art historian, “By diluting black ink in the 
water, she achieves endless gradations of black colour. 
Working with these materials have lent to her art pro¬ 
cess a kind of immediacy, one that does not require a 
preparatory design.” 
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S. RAVI 


M averick is what best de¬ 
scribes Anupama Hosk¬ 
ere, the master puppe¬ 
teer. Full of verve and 
confidence, her puppets exude 
credence and charm in equal 
measure. Of course, they are 
wooden, but no critic can pan 
their performance. A post-grad¬ 
uate in engineering from Cal 
State University, US, Hoskere is a 
trained Bharatanatyam dancer 
and skilled in traditional puppe¬ 
try of Karnataka and in Mario¬ 
nette Construction and Design 
from the Czech Republic. Wed¬ 
ded to the cause of preserving 
and popularising puppetry in In¬ 
dia, Hoskere co-founded Dhaatu, 
a cultural organisation based in 
Bengaluru. Today Dhaatu boasts 
of 20 full-length productions, 
puppet gallery, and store, Dhaa¬ 
tu puppet paathashala, well ap¬ 
preciated and attended festivals 
like Dhaatu Navaratra Mahotsava 
(24th year) and Dhaatu Interna¬ 
tional Puppet Festival (11th year). 

Conferred with the prestigious 
Sangeet Natak Akademi Award 
2018 recently, the recognition 
has further strengthened Hos- 
lcere’s resolve to bring Indian 
puppetry back to its full glory 
and open it up to all those who 
want to learn. She is currently on 
a 20-city tour of the US, with her 
latest production Mahakavi Kali¬ 
dasa's “Malavikagnimitram”, 
with dancer Divya Hoskere as 
Malavika and the rest of the 20 
characters as puppets. 

Here the artist talks about the 
history of puppetry and her 
craft. 

Edited excerpts: 

How will you describe 
puppetry? 

Puppetry is all about storytell¬ 
ing. It engages the audiences, 
keeps them spellbound and 
takes them into a world of fanta¬ 
sy and dreams. When well done, 
it can be the most entertaining 
fete. The beauty of this theatre is 
that it’s for all ages. Prior know¬ 
ledge of the art form is not re¬ 


in step Dancer (Clockwise from top) Divya Hoskere as Malavika with Bakulavalika puppet in "Malavikaagnimitram"; a scene from 
"Dharmavyadha" - a story from the Mahabharat; Pandavas and Krishna from the puppet production "Rajasuya Yaga" ■ special arrangement 


quired for one to enjoy the story. 
The puppets have no ego. 

When the audience spend 
time with us, this is a promise to 
them. They get entertained. We 
offer a lot - mythology, history, 
philosophy, lifestyle, ethics, sus¬ 
tainability and much more. 
When well done, the puppet 
theatre excels in sharing stories 


of mythology, history and eve¬ 
rything else. The impact is so 
high that people remember it 
forever. 

India has a long history of 
puppetry... 

There is a verse in the Bhaga- 
vata, in the “Rukmini Parinaya”, 
which talks about the wooden 
dolls played by the entertainer. It 


states just as a puppet which 
moves when the puppeteer pulls 
its strings, we are puppets in the 
hands of the Lord. Historically, 
we have mention of the Paan- 
chaala anuyaana, the marriage of 
puppets in the works of Kavi Vat- 
sysyana. We also find in Kashmiri 
poet Somadeva's “Kathasarit- 
saagara”, mention of character 
Swayamprabha’s mechanical 
puppets. Poet Rajashekara (10th 
Century) talks about Yantra pu- 
trikas - mechanical puppets in 
his work Bala Ramayana. This es¬ 
tablishes the antiquity and the 
sophistication of puppets of 
India. 

Share with us the creative 
process of puppetry 

I am generally with a story till I 
can understand the perspective 
of the author completely and can 
crack the code as I call it. Once I 
get to this point, it gives me a 
flow of rasas which is the main¬ 
stay in my work. Next, I decide 
on the characters. How they 
should look and move, be special 
and unique? What would they 
communicate with my audience? 
Once the purpose is defined, the 
features and joints for movement 
are designed. 

I use a combination of wood. 
Usually, I have a stock of the Bu- 


Q 

India has in its puppet 
systems, an exquisite 
balance of form and 
content. When well 
presented, it appeals to all 
ages and is not bound by 
time, language or 
geography. This was my 
experience in Europe 
when I taught class in 
Nice, Paris and Belgium 

ruga (silk cottonwood - Shalma- 
lee Vruksha) which I use to make 
the face. I like to have large faces 
with large eyes which can ex¬ 
press better. The body and joints 



Different forms of Indian puppetry 

Bombeyatta, Karnataka and Kasaragod, Kerala: The puppet show, using string 
and rod puppets, is a parallel tradition of Yakshagana, the classical dance- 
drama. The puppets, usually made of wood, resemble the Yakshagana per¬ 
formers in costumes and ornamentation. 

Bommalata, Andhra Pradesh and Telangana: This shadow puppet theatre has 
various entertainers perform all night, usually re-enacting various stories from 
Hindu epics like the Ramayana and Mahabharata. 

Pavakoothu, Kerala: This traditional glove puppet play came into existence 
due to the influence of Kathakali on puppet performances. The face of the 
puppets is decorated with paints, small and thin pieces of gilded tin, the 
feathers of the peacock, etc. 

Bommalattam, Tamil Nadu: These puppets combine the techniques of both 
rod and string puppets. They are made of wood and the strings for manipula¬ 
tion are tied to an iron ring which the puppeteer wears Like a crown on his head. 
A few puppets have jointed arms and hands, which are manipulated by rods. 
Kundhei, Orissa: The string puppets are made of light wood have no legs but 
wear long flowing skirts. They have more joints and are, therefore, more 
versatile, articulate and easy to manipulate. The costumes resemble those 
worn by actors of the Jatra traditional theatre. 

Ravana Chhaya, Orissa: In this form, the puppets are in one piece and have no 
joints. They are not coloured, hence throw opaque shadows on the screen. The 
manipulation requires great dexterity, since there are no joints. Apart from 
human and animal characters, many props such as trees, mountains, chariots, 
etc. are also used. 

PutuL Nach, West Bengal: In this traditional rod puppet form, the puppets are 
carved from wood and follow the various artistic styles of a particular region. 
These puppets have mostly three joints. The head, supported by the main rod, 
is joined at the neck and both hands attached to rods are joined at the 
shoulders. 

Khatputli, Rajasthan: These traditional marionettes are carved from a single 
piece of wood and are like Large dolls that are colourfully dressed. Their 
costumes and headgears are designed in the medieval Rajasthani style of 
dress. Oval faces, Large eyes, arched eyebrows and large lips are some of the 
distinct facial features of these string puppets. 


are made out of a slightly denser 
wood like local aale, neem and 
another local wood called 
honge. 

The carving of the face in¬ 
cludes the main sentiment of the 
character into its features. The 
hastas of the puppets are also 
used to denote the main purpose 
of the character, like a hamsasya 
for a dancer, mushti for a war¬ 
rior, alapadma for a celestial be¬ 
ing, the tripataka for the Gods 
and more. 

The scene definitions and 
scripting get done in parallel. 
The need for lyrics gets defined 
at this process. Then comes mus¬ 
ic, which is based on the sugges¬ 
tions of the lyricist. 

I love to paint costume and or¬ 
nament my puppets and have a 
whole sartorial section with a 
choice of fabrics, trims, jewel 
bits and another jewellery sec¬ 
tion. All main characters get cus¬ 
tomised jewellery made with 
wooden pieces foiled with gold 
and ornate with pieces of glass 
and gems. I have great pride in 
the design of the golden stepped 
braid and head ornamentation of 
my female characters. 

What attracted you to 
puppetry? 

I knew my academic success 
had come because of practising 


and living the principled life of 
honesty and working hard and 
being passionate. I wondered 
how I could pass this to the next 
generation. I believe our success 
in the world today is only be¬ 
cause of these value systems. I 
felt a calling to offer the roots to 
the next generation which would 
spell their success. Puppetry be¬ 
came a powerful medium to tell 
these stories about Bharata. I 
slipped into this, fell head over 
heels in love with the art form 
and then my engineering skills 
were dedicated to design, con¬ 
struct and do control systems for 
the puppets. 

Can puppetry help in rais¬ 
ing awareness about contem¬ 
porary issues? 

Performing art of India is larg¬ 
er than life. It is surreal and styl¬ 
ised. Hence it has the power to 
make the audience become ob¬ 
servers and get a perspective. As 
I said earlier, puppets have no 
ego. We can communicate a lot. 
There are two approaches to any 
problem - the direct which fades 
away and becomes irrelevant 
with time or the systemic solu¬ 
tion which is universal in nature 
and timeless. My approach and 
investment in art production 
would be the latter. For example, 
we have a story from the Ma¬ 


habharat which talks about sin¬ 
gle-parent mother and a special 
child - grandfather Uddalaka (of 
Chandogya Upanishad fame) 
gives direction on how society 
should care for such a child. This 
to me is a contemporary issue 
but the presentation is classical. 

We do work on these issues 
which will last as long as the hu¬ 
mans are there. The approach is 
from the perspective of the mind 
and the human race - not res¬ 
tricted to time or geography. 

How do you see puppetry in 
India today? 

The art form is on the rise. 
One has to offer good puppetry 
to be accepted by the people. 
The tough part is that puppetry 
costs money to create and it can¬ 
not handle huge numbers at a 
time. Getting back investments 
and to survive is a challenge. 
Creating dedicated puppet 
theatres and giving some incen¬ 
tives to practising puppeteers 
might help. The bottom line is 
we have to get an economic mo¬ 
del by which puppeteers can be 
paid good salaries. Once the eco¬ 
nomy comes, good talent and 
brains follow. It would help if the 
art form can be introduced in 
schools respecting the local cul¬ 
ture, local language, local form, 
and local content. 

We have seen in the past disas¬ 
trous effects on the art form 
when puppetry in schools was to 
meet a social agenda. I find pup¬ 
peteers in small towns of our 
country who are still offering 
these shows with no takers. 
Times have changed, these is¬ 
sues are irrelevant today, but the 
puppeteer has been diverted 
from the classical roots and left 
high and dry in the middle of a 
lonely path. 

So if at all schools offer puppe¬ 
try, it has to be for the sake of the 
art form and nothing else. We 
must remember it is the artists 
who finally make or break the 
art. The system is but just a 
boost. 

How can puppetry be made 
attractive for the millennials? 

I believe one must be true to 
one’s art form. Creativity, cos¬ 
tumes, props, and music are the 
life and core of any good perfor¬ 
mance. Anything of substance 
and quality has a following and 
will be appreciated. It is good to 
always improve upon oneself, in¬ 
corporate the best of the world 
and practice till you own your 
work. Our performing arts even 
though deeply rooted in the Na- 
tyashastra, are continuously 
changing and redefining the pre¬ 
sentation. India has in its puppet 
systems, an exquisite balance of 
form and content. When well 
presented, it appeals to all ages 
and is not bound by time, lan¬ 
guage or geography. This was my 
experience in Europe when I 
taught classes in Nice, Paris, and 
Belgium. When our art is univer¬ 
sal and timeless why restrict it to 
one period. The theatre we per¬ 
form is classical puppetry. 



Rare sight! Vocalist Indrani Mukherjee in performance with Sangita Agnihotri on tabla and 
Paromita Mukherjee on harmonium; (below) Sitarist Mita Nag 


Retrieving lost ground 

Female artistes held sway at the annual conference of 
Sangeet Piyasi, in Kolkata 


MEENA BANERJEE 


A night-long soiree ex¬ 
clusively by women ar¬ 
tistes was the idea be¬ 
hind the 28 th annual 
conference of Sangeet Piyasi, 
organised under the inspir¬ 
ing guidance of tabla maes¬ 
tro Samar Saha, who is 
known for his unique the¬ 
matic events. The word ‘un¬ 
ique’ triggered a question 
deeply embedded in the ‘so¬ 
ciology of music’- since 
when women strived to 
make a ‘comeback’? 

In a culture like ours, we, 
unquestioningly, accept that 
Brahma, the creator and per¬ 
sonification of celestial mus¬ 
ic, created Narada, the di¬ 
vine sage who sang praises of 
Lord Vishnu, and Saraswati, 
the goddess of learning. 
Both played Veena. Their 
sole aim was to disseminate 
music among gods and 
Gandharvas, who meditate 
on music, and Kinnaras, the 
propagators. Apsaras 
(Rambha, Menaka) were the 
pride of Indrasabha. In Bha- 
ratmuni’s Natyashastra, no 
Kutapa (musical orchestra) 
was complete without the 
equal participation by men 
and women. 

The social scene changed 
drastically when invaders 
and traders began to settle 
down in India’s Northern re¬ 
gion - along with their cul¬ 
ture. Highly qualified wo¬ 
men chose to buy 
respectability at the cost of 
self-negation, and those who 


didn’t, were hailed as ‘Nagar- 
vadhu’ (Aamrapali), ‘Bawari’ 
(Meerabai), Devdasi, Ta- 
wayaf (Bai, Jaan, Mirasan) till 
the mid-20 th century. Albeit 
admired, they remained os¬ 
tracised. Educated teen Di- 
pali Nag’s participation in a 
conference (1946) won her 
the title ‘the first lady of clas¬ 
sical music’. Instruments re¬ 
mained in male bastion till 
the rise of a few enlightened 
ladies like Kalyani Roy and 
Sharanrani Bakhliwal. ‘Vi- 
dushi’, the honorary title for 
top graded female artistes of 
Akashvani, is a very recent 
phenomenon that eluded 
such performers like Sidd- 
heshwari Devi, Begum Ak- 
htar and numerous others. 
There are very few women 
percussionists and harmoni- 
um/sarangi accompanists 
even now. 

Musical rendezvous 

But an undaunted Samar 
Saha converted this soiree 
into a meeting ground of 
amazing talents from all over 
India. The crescendo started 
building up after midnight 
when kathak exponent Shin- 
jini Kulkarni (granddaughter 
of Pandit Birju Maharaj) and 
her accompanists Deepmala 
Bhattacharjee (brilliant dis¬ 
ciple of Samar Saha), harmo¬ 
nium wizard Rupashree 
Bhattacharya and Pallavi De 
(bol padhant) put the stage 
on fire! Soothing music fol¬ 
lowed it next. Eminent vocal¬ 
ist Indrani Mukherjee’s in¬ 
trospective Lalit and a lilting 
jhoola received the same 



amount of musical regards 
from the much awarded, 
perceptive tabla of Sangeeta 
Agnihotri, a Madhya Pradesh 
based worthy disciple of 
Pandit Dinkar Majumdar. 

Indrani’s harmonium ac¬ 
companist Paramita Muk¬ 
herjee (Delhi) is widely 
known for her quick adapta¬ 
bility. Finally, compatibility 
between erudite Vishnupur 
Gharana-sitarist Mita Nag 
(raga Basanmukhari) and ace 
tabla player Anuradha Pal 
(Mumbai-based disciple of 
Ustad Zakir Hussain) was ex¬ 
tremely enjoyable. 

Earlier this bonhomie was 
absent in famous soloist 
Rimpa Shiva’s tabla comple¬ 
ment for amicably accom¬ 
modating sarod of a fast ris¬ 
ing starlet Debasmita 
Bhattacharya who remained 
focused on her choice, Kausi 
Kanada. Gharanedar musi¬ 
cian Reshma Pundit’s tabla 
solo, with Paromita Mukher¬ 
jee’s competent harmonium 
lahara, could do better with 
such killer instinct of a so¬ 
loist. Upcoming vocalist Ra- 
geshree Das (raga Rageshri, 
thumri and Bangla song) was 
in the seasoned company of 
Sunayana Ghosh (brilliant 
disciple of tabla legend Pan¬ 
dit Shankar Ghosh) and Ru¬ 
pashree Bhattacharya (har¬ 
monium). Enterprising 
youngster Nayanika Sengup- 
ta, groomed by gurus Jayanta 
Sarlcar (vocal), Sandip Pal 
and Samar Saha (tabla), 
played tabla effortlessly 
while singing lchayal in raga 
Yaman in the brief opening 
slot of this unique event with 
lovely ladies as ushers and 
anchors. 

Perhaps, beginning of an 
uprise against concert stages 
that even now bar women, 
however competent, this 
was time for all distin¬ 
guished male artistes to re¬ 
lax and get a sense of chang¬ 
ing times in a packed Uttam 
Mancha, Kolkata. 


ND-ND 
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Rising Star 

Balancing with 
focus 


Abilash pursues both academics and 
music with zeal 


LAVANYA NARAYANAN 


I t’s been over a decade 
since this young vocal¬ 
ist was initated into the 
renowned Semmangudi 
Srinivasa Iyer bani of Car¬ 
natic music vis-a-vis guru 
A.S. Murali. Says Abilash 
Giriprasad: “I entered 

classes at the age of four 
under Smt. J. Rajeswari, 
more so at the insistence 
of a family full of music 
enthusiasts. Soon enough, 
an art form that I didn’t 
understand drew me clos¬ 
er, and I gave my arange- 
tram when I was nine,” 
he reminisces. 

With his interest ignit¬ 
ed, Abilash trained in a 
style with an emphasis on 
Patanthara Suddham and 
strict adherence to sanga- 
tis. 

Style of the bani 

He began to learn the ba- 
ni’s characteristic style, 
known often by its gama- 
ka-oriented, open-throated 
singing with a focus on ra- 
ga bhava. “It’s highly dis¬ 
ciplined, so you’ll often 
see that the students of 
this bani do not deviate 
from its classical aspect 
and specific style,” he ex¬ 
plains. 

Committing himself to 
his art alongside academic 
pressures as a commerce 
student. Intrigued not on¬ 
ly by the melody but by 
the orchestra on stage - 


specifically ganjira and 
mridangam - he conti¬ 
nued to prioritise music 
balancing it with his pur¬ 
suit as a chartered ac¬ 
countant. 

“The balance helps you 
mature and learn, as a 
performer and as an indi¬ 
vidual. But I was lucky 
enough that individual 
growth and personality 
development were fos¬ 
tered from a young age by 
my involvement in Abas- 
waram Ramjhi’s Issai Maz- 
halai troupe,” Abilash con¬ 
tinues. Performing in a 
multitude of venues across 
India and abroad exposed 
him to new audiences and 
environments. The expe¬ 
rience, according to him, 
has influenced the art. 

As he forays into the 
performance arena with 
increased gusto, Abilash 
knows that he has a long 
way to go. “As a Kannadi- 
ga, I would love the op¬ 
portunity to propagate 
new and unknown com¬ 
positions of Hari Dasas,” 
he says. He is currently 
working on a few albums. 

“There’s a need to mo¬ 
tivate young artistes to 
pursue music professional¬ 
ly,” says Abilash, who lists 
some ways in which this 
can be done - for in¬ 
stance, more opportuni¬ 
ties to perform and sup¬ 
port from the people by 
attending concerts in large 
numbers. 
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Pleasing notes Sound of water falling on Lotus Leaves inspired Sage Swati 


Metaphysics in Natya 

Infinite music goes 
back and forth 

Everything related to sound and form comes 
from an origin and then disappears — only to 
return 


PADMAJA SURESH 


The deity Ganesa is 
worshipped as the re- 
mover of obstacles in 
one’s spiritual path, in- 
2 eluding the ascent to 
higher levels that is 
aimed at in the dance enterprise. 
There is no direct reference to Ga¬ 
nesa in Natya Sastra. However, Ab- 
hinavagupta says that Ganesha is 
the Mahagramani deity in the trea¬ 
tise whom one propitiates along 
with the ceremony of Jarjara - the 
flagstaff weapon of Indra - the in¬ 
stallation of which marks the 
lightning that can burn off any 
hindrance. Ganesa is full bellied in 
the idols sculpted, dance per¬ 
formed or in every visual repre¬ 
sentation. Do we ponder on this 
round-bellied concept of Ganesa? 
The universe seems like a round 
bubble, everything in it spinning 
round in circles, made by planets, 
moons and stars relentlessly. 

The Sivamahima Stotra of Push- 
padanta says that Nataraja dances 
incessantly, the purpose being 
‘Progressive Evolution’ - the cir¬ 
cular cycle of creation to dissolu¬ 
tion and vice-versa. The galaxies 
are dancing a spectacular Rasa Li¬ 
la, again the circle of life. It seems 
pure magic that the earth has sur¬ 
vived fatal collisions and life has 
bounced back even after a comet 
or asteroid impact, but it is all set 
in Siva’s tempo - Laya. This is 
called the orderly composed 
rhythm in a well-choreographed 


drama, expressing PERFECTION 
even in CHAOS. The cosmic dance 
has a majestic appearance on the 
universal stage. On this stage, 
even with the best tools that man 
has invented, only a tiny part of is 
visible. It is a mind-boggling exer¬ 
cise in math - to figure out the 
number of visible or the largely in¬ 
visible stars just in our milky way. 
Subatomic interaction of energy 
with energy brings about form 
from emptiness and emptiness 
from form, both merging as if the 
dancer and the dance are ONE. 

Evolution of sound 

Bharata indirectly adheres to this 
principle that ‘everything related 
to sound and form comes from an 
origin and then disappears only to 
return - back and forth is the infi¬ 
nite music.’ At the beginning of ev¬ 
ery performance, the three SA- 
MANS, believed to emerge from 
the mouth of Brahman, are chant¬ 
ed and the drums are played as re¬ 
sonance of the cosmic evolution 
from sound. Drums in Natya Sas¬ 
tra are referred to as Bhands as 
they move about - Bhramayati, 
again symbolising the movement 
in cosmos that is creating forms 
out of Dhwani. The chants are 
made three times for Omkara as A- 
U-M. They are the three scales of 
three Vedas - Trayi, which are 
Rig, Yajur and Sama. On stage, the 
orchestra faces East, says Bharata. 
The female and male singers face 
each other. Men are good in recita¬ 
tion and women make good sin¬ 


gers but exceptions are there, says 
he. The Tri-sama ceremony wel¬ 
comes the Gods and pleases the 
sages. It offers benediction to the 
moon, serpents and creatures of 
water. The Tri-sama singing also 
bids farewell at the closing of the 
performance. 

The percussions play both hea¬ 
vy and light syllables and invoke 
the success of the dramatic perfor¬ 
mance. In fact, there are rituals 
prescribed by Bharata while these 
instruments are made with ideal 
substances and consecrated on 
holy days before use. The actual 
playing of these instruments also 
involves the Tattvas of the five ele¬ 
ments like the way the fingers are 
drawn from space or ether and so 
on in perfect order. The artistes 
have to be well aware of the tem¬ 
pos, harmony and measure in or¬ 
der to deliver pure, pleasing and 
distinct strokes, says the sage. The 
Dakshina and Varna, meaning the 
right and left, sides of the instru¬ 
ment are known to produce the 
different consonants and vowels 
in the alphabet and actually cor¬ 
respond to these sounds. 

Bharata emphasises that these 
are already given by the sages Swa¬ 
ti and Narada - the Gaandharva 
Vidya, which is being retold by 
him. There is a story also recap¬ 
tured on how Swati got inspired by 
the variations caused by the wind 
in the sound of water falling on lo¬ 
tus leaves. The sage observed 
high, medium and low sounds as 
deep, sweet and pleasing notes 
and then devised the three major 
drums - Mridanga, Dardura and 
Panava - with the help of Viswa- 
karma. He saw the Dundubhi of 
the Gods and made more instru¬ 
ments covering all with hide and 
binding them with strings. Bhara¬ 
ta assures that the ones among the 
Manajaha (sons of Manu), who will 
cause this music, dance and dra¬ 
ma (Sangita) to be performed will 
receive highest honour in the 
world. 


The author is a Bharatanatyam exponent 
and researcher 
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Going Native 

Of love and truth 


Telling Voices 

Early beginnings... 


The Urdu translation of letters written by Mahatma Gandhi to three Danish women 
acquaints us with his multi-layered personality 


SHAFEY KIDWAI 


M uch ink has been ex¬ 
pended over the awe¬ 
inspiring personality 
of Gandhiji, and all his writ¬ 
ings and speeches are readily 
available. Still, his intimate, 
informal, and frequent con¬ 
versations with ordinary peo¬ 
ple belonging to various 
countries that take the form 
of unpretentious exhorta¬ 
tions and witty maxims usual¬ 
ly escape our attention. 

His intermittent exchange 
of ideas and feelings with 
three Danish women- Esther 
Faering Menon, Anne Marie 
Peterson, and Ellen Horup is 
hardly the part of public me¬ 
mory, but these letters set us 
on the path of deliverance. 

Not commonly-known but 
the distinctly gratifying cor¬ 
respondence is meticulously 
rendered into Urdu by a well- 
known Urdu author and Den- 
mark-based broadcaster Na- 
sar Malik. The anthology "Ap- 
ni Ladli Danish Bacchi Ice 
naam Mahatma Gandhi Ke 
Mohabbat naame" carrying 
175 letters is recently pu¬ 
blished by a reputed organisa¬ 
tion "Anjuman-e- Tarraqi Ur¬ 
du Hind Delhi. 

Considerable significance 

Falling well- short of dishing 
out oft-repeated biographical 
details and a eulogistic ac¬ 
count of political struggles of 
Gandhiji to mark his 150th 
birth anniversary, Athar Fa- 
rooqui, an accomplished 
author and translator and the 
secretary of Anjuman, has de¬ 
cided to acquaint Urdu know¬ 
ing people with the multi¬ 
layered personality of Gand- 



The quest can bear desired fruits 
if one turns attention to the 
intimate and informal means of 
communication- Gandhiji aptly 
uses letter-which and adequately 
showcased by the book. Nasar 
Malik"s compilation carries many 
letters addressed to Esther 
Faering that cogently delineates 
Gandhian concept of truth and 
love. 



Mahatma Gandhi reading his correspondence ■ the hindu archives 


hiji through the prism of his 
conversation. 

These letters assume more 
considerable significance at a 
time when the trampling of 
truth, fondness for lies, and 
acceptance of hate as a con¬ 
quering force is no longer ta¬ 
ken as cerebral impairment 
or personality disorder. Now, 
one looks for a meditative and 
therapeutic solution at the 
conceptual level. The present 
situation stipulates that one 
search for a public intellec¬ 
tual whose utterances ena¬ 
bles him to subvert and re¬ 
imagine the dominant narra¬ 
tive of our times. 

Humane interpretation 

The quest can bear desired 
fruits if one turns attention to 
the intimate and informal 
means of communication- 
Gandhiji aptly uses letter- 
which and adequately show¬ 
cased by the book. Nasar Ma- 
lik"s compilation carries ma¬ 
ny letters addressed to Esther 
Faering that cogently deli¬ 
neates Gandhian concept of 
truth and love. 

For him, love and truth are 
the only concepts worth liv¬ 
ing for, and his perceptive en¬ 
umeration holds new pro¬ 
mise in the violence and hate- 
raven world: "Love and truth 
are convertible words that 
can conquer all. Love and 



truth are two faces of coin 
and both most difficult to 
practice. A person can not be 
true if he does not love all 
God's creatures; truth and 
love are, therefore, demand 
complete sacrifice. 

These letters unfold Gand¬ 
hiji 's incredible sweep of rad¬ 
ical but humane interpreta¬ 
tion of the issues that have an 
active bearing on our day to 
day life. 

Friendship, companion¬ 
ship, and relationship are not 
interchangeable words, and 
exclusive affinity denotes a 
sort of moral vice as Gandhiji 
elaborates the nuanced di¬ 
mensions of it while writing 
back to Esther: "Now on 


friendship. You have used the 
word "friend" in three diffe¬ 
rent senses. If we have the ca¬ 
pacity, we can all become 
friends as Jesus was. There, 
the word "friend" means a 
kind of helper - the friend¬ 
ship between ourselves and 
those who are superior to us 
is also a one-sided thing. A 
father is and should be his 
children's friend. There, it be¬ 
comes companionship with 
the good, satsanga as it is 
called in Sanskrit. What I have 
written about is intimacy bet¬ 
ween two or more persons, 
where there is no secret and 
where mutual help is the con¬ 
sequence of, not a motive for, 
friendship. The motive is 
some indefinable attraction. 
It is this exclusive relationship 
which I have considered to be 
undesirable and antagonistic 
to communion with God." 

War, nonviolence, tole¬ 
rance, religiosity, moral va¬ 
lues, civilisation, language 
and social conduct of life, 
slavery, freedom and the dis¬ 
tinctive features of Indian cul¬ 
tural ethos are vividly ex¬ 
plained without a sense of 
preaching. 

Notwithstanding his intent 
on making Hindustani as the 
official language, Gandhiji 
thought that the Devanagari 
script has the perfect alpha¬ 
bet as he wrote to Esther who 
was learning Tamil, "for you 
no doubt Tamil takes prece¬ 
dence over every other lan¬ 
guage. But it will be most 
helpful if you could master 
the Devanagari script. It is ea¬ 
sy, and it is the most perfect 
alphabet in the world in that 
each letter represents only 
one sound and almost all the 
sounds are represented by it". 

Astute translations 

Nasar Mallik has two poetry 
books, three collections of 
short stories to his credit 
which have been from India, 
Pakistan, and Sweden, and he 
has also translated Danish no¬ 
vels into Urdu. 

His astutely translated let¬ 
ters are supplemented with a 
brief profile of Esther Faering 
Menon who later married to 
an Indian medico and Gand- 
hiji's letters to the daughters 
of Esther and her two Danish 
friends. The nuanced and 
subtle letters betray a cultivat¬ 
ed aesthetic sense and specu¬ 
lative intelligence and the 
compiler and Anjuman de¬ 
serves accolades for bringing 
out such a volume. 


Etgar Keret, author of “Fly 
Already”, explains how his 
family was responsible for 
making him 
a writer 

SUDHAMAHI REGUNATHAN 


H e brings a 

charming mix 
of humour and 
the tragic in all his ex¬ 
pressions. His latest 
book titled “Fly Alrea¬ 
dy” is a collection of 
short stories. His 
name is Etgar Keret. 

He wrote his first story when he was doing 
the compulsory military training. 

When he found himself sitting, “...next to 
computers in a cold basement and more or 
less always alone for long shifts...” It was a 
page long. He needed someone to read it. He 
had to go to his brother’s house to request him 
to read his story. 

The brother came down with his dog to 
read the story. Keret describes thereafter how 
the dog was excited to be out at that time in 
the morning and how he was being practically 
pulled by his brother whom he dared not dis¬ 
turb because, “...he was reading my story. 
Then he stopped, turned back and with tears 
in his eyes hugged me and told me it was a 
great story.” 

Even as Keret was registering the compli¬ 
ment, he asked him if he had a copy of the sto¬ 
ry. Keret said, “Sure,” and the brother pro¬ 
ceeded to pick up dog poop with that paper. 
“At that moment I realised I wanted to be a 
writer. I also thought my brother was telling 
me something when he was using my paper to 
pick up dog poop...that the story was not in 
the paper it was in me. It was in me, waiting to 
spill out.” 

Whorehouse tales 

Keret says, “When people ask you who in¬ 
fluenced you as a writer, you pick a name and 
in my case Kafka...but that is an easy answer. 
What made me a writer was my family... My 
first meeting with stories was the bed time sto¬ 
ries my parents told me. My parents, each of 
them, spoke six languages and the house was 
full of books, but there were no children’s 
books. That was because my mother’s sweet¬ 
est memories were of her parents telling her 
bed time stories in the ghetto, where there 
were no books so they would make stories, a 
new one each day. And for her this was their 
way of showing their love and she was always 
very attentive because she felt this story was 
being told only to her and would be told only 
once and so if she was not attentive it would be 
lost. She could have bought us books but for 
her that was equivalent to buying pizza like a 
lazy parent. A good parent prepares a new sto¬ 
ry for each day. My father would not know 
how to tell stories, it was more like a documen¬ 
tary...” Most of his stories were located in a 
whorehouse. Later when Keret grew up to ask 
him why he told a child such stories the father 
replied that he could not tell him stories on 
hiding for 600 days in a hole without being 
able to stretch or of how his sister was caught 
by the Nazis...” So stories of the whorehouse 
was as pleasant as he could get. 



ND-ND 


















ND-ND 


8 ENTERTAINMENT 


delhi FRIDAYREVIEW 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 2019 


The theatre of TALL tales 

As “Ovee” comes to town, let’s look at the business and art of commercial theatre in Delhi 



SHRINKHLA SAHAI 


G rand sets, lavish costumes, 
technical extravaganza, cele¬ 
brity actors, and pricey tick¬ 
ets - commercial theatre is trend¬ 
ing as a promising genre that 
attempts to match audience expec¬ 
tations with the economics of art. 
Looking to tap newer markets and 
to shift the onus from sponsors and 
grants to audience engagement, 
upscale productions are tipping the 
scales to move the theatre ecosys¬ 
tem towards self-sustaining strate¬ 
gies. 

The upcoming play ‘Ovee’ pre¬ 
mieres in Delhi this weekend with a 
star cast featuring film actor and di¬ 
rector Rohit Roy, television actor 
Sayantini Ghosh and theatre artist 
Ridhima Bedi. Directed by Anilcet 
Patil, the play already had success¬ 
ful runs in Marathi and Gujarati and 
has been adapted for Hindi theatre 
at an elevated scale. “This is so¬ 
mething new to Hindi theatre since 
the horror genre has hardly been 
explored,” says Patil. “The format 
of horror is common in cinema, but 
it would be a fresh experience for 
theatre audience with live special 
effects and lighting that are quite 
creatively conducted. Without the 
barrier of the cinema or television 
screen, it would be a different expe¬ 
rience altogether.” 

The challenge for commercial 
theatre is to consistently innovate 
and present offerings to enthuse 
the audience anew, in terms of con¬ 
tent, aesthetics, genres, production 
design or performances. 

Content is king 
Produced by Felicity Theatre, 
‘Ovee’ is next in the line-up of plays 
that it has featured over the years, 
ranging from mythological dramas 
to romantic comedies. Producer 
and Managing Director, Rahul Bhu- 
char reflects, “It is a technology-dri¬ 
ven production that is high on spe¬ 
cial effects, a powerful script and 
brilliant actors, and quite different 


Rohit Roy on "Ovee" 

"After several shows of the ro¬ 
mantic comedy 'Unfaithfully Yours' 
with Mona Singh, I was already 
deep into theatre when I was ap¬ 
proached for "Ovee". I was actually 
quite thrilled since usually film act¬ 
ors are not preferred for theatre. 
Even though the medium of stage 
and screen are different, as an 
actor, for me, the process is the 
same. 

"My preparation follows the same 
pattern for both-l work on the 
character in as much detail as pos¬ 
sible. In terms of the style of per¬ 
formance, I change it according to 
the audience in theatre. In 'Ovee' I 
play a psychiatrist, it was quite 
challenging and exciting to build 
the character, and also to become 
familiar with the sets, live effects 
and as actors in such a production 
our timing has to be perfect." 


from our earlier productions.” 

As a producer, he looks for no¬ 
velty in each production that would 
be of value to the audience, “We 
must understand that audience 
puts in their time and money to 
watch theatre. We cannot offer me¬ 
diocre and unprofessional plays 
and then complain that theatre 
doesn’t have an audience or that 
they want free shows. Audiences 
are glad to pay and flock to the 
theatre, but as theatre profession¬ 
als we must step up and live by their 
expectations of providing a good 
quality production.” He points out 
that each play they produced had 
unique points that they knew 
would hit home with the audience. 
“For instance in our longest run¬ 
ning production, ‘Mahabharata’- 
the visuals and costumes were 
stunning. Another approach is to 
get celebrity actors, focus on good 
scripts and have no compromise on 
production design.” At any point of 
time, he has a team of40-50 writers 
engaged in writing, researching or 
adapting content for the next pro¬ 
duction. 

While commercial theatre may 
draw huge footfalls, it is also known 
to resort to spectacular gimmicks 
and marketing stunts that drive the 
content to populist aesthetics and 
dilutes the gravitas. Theatre direc¬ 
tor Atul Satya Koushik of The Films 
and Theatre Society, offers a per¬ 
spective on this aspect, “A big pro¬ 
blem with the term commercial 
theatre is that it ends up segregat¬ 


ing theatre in terms of content. It is 
often contrasted with experimental 
and artistic theatre whose content 
is supposed to be more meaningful. 
But actually what commercial 
theatre means is that which is off¬ 
setting the production costs with 
the ticket-generated revenue. To¬ 
day, we treat entertainment as a 
commodity, but that does not mean 
that it is less creative or less artistic 
in any way. It is high time we treat 
the theatre as any other market, 
each play may not be at a grand 
scale, but it must be self-sustain¬ 
ing.” 

Both Bhuchar and Koushik be¬ 
gan with mythological themes and 
expanded the repertoire to other 
genres. Koushik opines, “At one 
point I realised that the audience 
had started branding me into one 
genre, then I tried my hand at co¬ 
medy, social commentary. Our lat¬ 
est production (‘Ballygungel990’) 
is a thriller.” 

Market mantra 

In 1999, when M Sayeed Alam 
left his job in journalism to pursue 
theatre, he realised that theatre has 
a skewed economics. “The scene 
was very dismal in those days. Shri 
Ram Centre basement was one of 
the few affordable venues with a 
140-seater capacity, and maximum 
ticket rates were £20.1 did all kinds 
of calculations only to reach the 
conclusion that whatever you do 
you will not be able to earn much 
out of this arrangement.” He esta¬ 
blished his own theatre company. 


Pierrot’s Troupe, that decided to 
experiment with a slightly different 
model. “We explored the commer¬ 
cial angle of theatre. And honestly, 
a large part of the credit goes to the 
theatre artists at that time who did 
not charge anything and were basi¬ 
cally earning their living from other 
day jobs. If I were to pay the artists 
as per their performance and expe¬ 
rience, it would not have been pos¬ 
sible for us to sustain the troupe!” 

Grants and sponsorship can be 
sporadic and inconsistent. The 
need for a different model pushed 
the producer-directors to try out 
new avenues of reaching audiences 
directly. Bhuchar remembers a 
time on one of their early shows 
where there were hardly 5-10 peo¬ 
ple in the audience. “It was a disas¬ 
trous beginning, but I was self-mo¬ 
tivated, and put in my own capital 
to gradually build a market for 
theatre. Now we have houseful 
shows running at auditoriums with 
650 or more capacity! Finding 
sponsors is impossible in this field. 
So, my question was, if we offer so¬ 
mething good, why would people 
not buy tickets? The whole chal¬ 
lenge was to create that awareness, 
and have a flourishing market for 
theatre.” 

Production value 

Most grand productions are an¬ 
chored in stunning visuals and 
spectacular stagecraft. ‘Ovee’ fea¬ 
tures sets imported and assembled 
from the US and promises a techni¬ 
cal stunner. Bhuchar reflects, “The 


live set-up for a horror show is very 
risky, if it goes wrong you can be¬ 
come a laughing stock.” In an un¬ 
usual strategy, Bhuchar decided to 
hold rehearsals on the live set to 
have the actors perfect their timing 
with the special effects. 

“We booked the auditorium for a 
month, only for rehearsals, without 
an audience! Of course this in¬ 
creased the production cost many 
times, but this was important. 
There are multiple stage hands, 
along with hydraulics to manage 
the set. The entire set also under¬ 
goes a complete change during the 
interval.” 

On the other hand, Alam’s ap¬ 
proach to production costs is radi¬ 
cally divergent, “I focus on unique, 
fresh and engaging scripts rather 
than expensive sets. In fact, au¬ 
diences are thrilled with excellent 
scripts and performances. By keep¬ 
ing our costs for sets and costumes 
minimal, we have been able to run 
successfully with more than 500 
shows for each production.” 

In 2002, he decided to bring 
Tom Alter on stage as a celebrity ac¬ 
tor who already had a huge fan fol¬ 
lowing. “Usually people see theatre 
as a stepping stone to reaching ci¬ 
nema. We wanted to see if indeed 
we can change this concept.” 

Bhuchar points out that one of 
the observable successes of com¬ 
mercial theatre has been the possi¬ 
bility of reversing this trend, “No¬ 
wadays, screen actors are keen to 
come to theatre and this is the thrill 
and possibility that stage can offer 
if done well.” 

Challenges ahead 

The absence of suitable venues, 
even in a city like Delhi, is a worry¬ 
ing factor for most producers. Bhu¬ 
char points out, “The most head¬ 
breaking activity at every stage in 
the field is to get collaborations 
with auditoriums, there are hardly 
any that can support this scale of 
production.” 

Koushik points out, “Theatre is 
an actor-dependent medium. So¬ 
metimes with celebrity actors it is 
very challenging to coordinate re¬ 
hearsal schedules and shows.” 

For Alam, it is important for 
theatre groups to sustain for longer 
periods, “I am amazed, you have 
20-25 productions happening in 
Delhi every weekend by new 
groups that are mushrooming, but 
then most of these do not survive 
beyond 3-4 years.” 

Yet, commercial, self-sustaining 
theatre is a playing ground of possi¬ 
bilities. New markets have opened 
up spaces for new players, and for 
unique experiences that rely on au¬ 
diences as the true patrons of the 
art. 

“Ovee”premieres at Kamani Audi¬ 
torium on 7th September ; 2019 at 
04:00 p.m. and 07:00 p.m., Sunday 
8th September ; 2019 at 4.00 p.m. 
and 7.00 p.m. 




















